Minutes

Village of Aurora Board of Trustees 

Public Hearing 

September 18, 2013 
Present: Mayor Bennett, Trustees Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

Others Present: Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, Planning Board Chair Nancy Gil, Planning Board members Grace Bates and Pat Foser, Assistant Fire Chief Mark Bailey, Wells College Dean of Students Jenn Michaels, Aurora Free Library President Elaine Myers, Village Residents David Brooks, Ann Burch, Peggy Dupee, Laura Holland, Attilio Rezzonico, Helen Theimer, and Kevin Van Orman, and Wells College students Melissa Cady, Rachel Partington, and Turan Sidky.
Call to Order: Mayor Bennett called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00pm to discuss Resolution #13-43 To Schedule a Public Hearing to Return Cherry Ave. to a Two-Way Street.
Public Comment:
· Ann Burch believes returning Cherry Ave to a two-way street is dangerous due to the poor visibility when turning onto Rt. 90.  Ms. Burch also stated that moving the handicap parking space from Cherry Ave to Rt. 90 would make access to the library more difficult, especially during the winter months, as disabled patrons would then have to walk uphill to the entrance. 

· Helen Theimer echoed Ms. Burch’s sentiments and pleaded for continued handicap parking on Cherry Ave.  

· Elaine Myers strongly advocated for continued parking on Cherry Ave as the library, as well as the Morgan Opera House, are very active and vital to the community.

· Mark Bailey addressed the misconception that Resolution 13-43, citing fire code regulations, was requested by the fire department.  Mr. Bailey stressed that the fire department vehicles are able to access Cherry Ave and, due to the safety issue of poor visibility turning onto Rt. 90 from Cherry Ave, would prefer that Cherry Ave remain a one way street. 

· Kevin Van Orman commented that the one way sign on Cherry Ave is often ignored and that, when the parking spaces are all full, emergency vehicle access and set up could be compromised. 
· Trustee Van Orman defended Resolution #13-43 citing New York State fire code street width regulations which Cherry Ave does not meet due to the on street parking spaces.  Ms. Van Orman also mentioned that vehicles are often parked all day and all night, Cherry Ave resident’s driveways are blocked in, snowplowing is more difficult, and school bus routes are affected.  
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to close the Public Hearing at 7:20pm.                                                                              AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.                                   NAYS:  None                                                                                                               Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Bennett called the regular meeting to order at 7:21pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes 

August 21, 2013 Minutes – On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the August 21, 2013 minutes.

AYES: Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN: Murphy

Motion carried.

Changes to Agenda

Resolution #13-45 will be discussed under Old Business.
Announcements

Clerk:  The Village Association Dinner, hosted by the Village of Cato, is September 24, 2013 at the Sunset restaurant in Auburn.  Trustee Taylor is attending.
Visitor Recognition:  Wells College students, Rachel Partington, Melissa Cady and Turan Sidky, introduced themselves to the Village Board and expressed interest in building relationships between students and community members.  As residents of Mandell House, the students are preparing to host events at their residence relating to their interest in social justice and sustainability.  The students were warmly welcomed by all in attendance and Mayor Bennett suggested they give their contact information to the village clerk.
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Brooks presented the June report and informed the Village Board that the Annual Report was filed on August 30, 2013, a copy was given to the auditors, and the report is available for review in the village office. 
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to accept the June Treasurer’s Report.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Abstract #4
On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board approved the General Fund Abstract #4 for payment.

Voucher #s 126-128, 131-133, 135-138 and 140-153.

Total:  $8,079.49
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Water Fund Abstract #4 for payment.

Voucher #s 134, 136, 137, 143, 151, and 154.
Total: $4,356.03.
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Sewer Fund Abstract #4 for payment.
Voucher #s 126, 128, 130, 133, 136-139, 143, 151, and 155.
Total: $5,311.23
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Park/Playground Renovation Abstract #4 for payment.

Voucher #s 129 and 140.

Total:  $239.36
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Enforcement Officer:  Report attached to these minutes.

Village Historian: Dr. Schwab discussed her research and recent tour of the Hale house “from attic to basement.” Dr. Schwab also introduced a Memorandum of Understanding with Wells College for the purpose of storing village archives.  Mayor Bennett instructed the Village Board to review the memorandum for discussion at the October Village Board meeting.
Buildings and Grounds: Trustee Ominsky reported that the new letters, railing and bulletin board for the new post office are installed and work continues on the pad behind the post office leading to the new sidewalk.  Mayor Bennett informed the Village Board of a repair to the top soffit of the post office at an approximate cost of $200.00
Parks and Recreation: Trustee Murphy reported summer swim program director, Carolyn Connors, submitted her final report (a copy attached to these minutes) and remarked on the continued success of the program which may be expanded to include all of the Southern Cayuga School District next year.  
Trustee Murphy also reported progress is being made at the Memorial Playground.

Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Van Orman reported she was notified of two streetlights out in the village and she will notify NYSEG.
Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported:

· DPW has been busy mowing.  

· Cracked pipes in the ponds have been replaced.
· A door at the firehouse was replaced.  

· General maintenance is ongoing at the treatment plant.
· Mike White is attending training next week.

· Adam is working with Mayor Bennett readying the next phase of the post office project to be put out to bid.

· Leaf pick up will begin on October 15, 2013.

· The DEC annual inspection of the wastewater treatment plant was deemed satisfactory.

Old Business

Discussion ensued regarding removing the parking spaces on Cherry Ave and returning it to a two-way street.  Items discussed included:

· Due to the on street parking, Cherry Ave does not meet minimum width requirements per New York State fire codes.

· Most of the parking congestion in the village borders Cherry Ave on Main St. and keeping Cherry Ave a one way street is safer.

· The possibility of having limited parking hours.

· Lack of enforcement of parking violations.

· Restricting parking on Cherry Ave, but allowing one space for handicap parking.

· Alternative ideas such as designating spaces near the cemetery off of Cherry Ave, widening Lafayette, and creating a parking lot behind the Fargo.
Mayor Bennett called a question on a motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, to accept Resolution #13-43 To Return Cherry Ave to a Two-Way Street.

Bennett:  NAY

Murphy:  NAY

Ominsky:  NAY

Taylor:  NAY

Van Orman:  NAY

Motion denied unanimously.

Further discussion was tabled until October’s village board meeting.

New Business

Resolution 13-45 to Continue the Moratorium on High-Volume Hydraulic Fracturing and to Advance a Renewable Energy Economy in New York State (a copy attached to these minutes)

FIRST:  Van Orman

SECOND: Taylor

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Carried unanimously.

Resolution #13-44 To Declare the Village Kiosk Surplus Equipment.

WHEREAS the Village of Aurora recently purchased an illuminated bulletin board for displaying village business and;

WHEREAS the area in front of the village post office is under renovation and;

WHEREAS the village kiosk is no longer necessary and has to be removed to complete the renovation;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees declare the village kiosk surplus equipment and attempt to sell it.

FIRST:  Van Orman
SECOND:  Murphy
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None

Carried unanimously.
Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:35pm.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk
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