


Village of Aurora Board of Trustees September 16, 2015 Regular Meeting and Public Hearing Minutes 
Meeting was held at 7:00 pm in the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room


Present: Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Grace Bates, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky, and Kit Van Orman

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Village Treasurer Deborah Brooks, ZBA alternate Laura Holland, and village residents David Brooks and Peggy Dupee. 

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the village board voted to approve the August 19, 2015 meeting minutes.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Changes to the Agenda:  No changes

Announcements

Mayor Bennett: Included in the meeting packets is a letter from the Village Zoning Board of Appeals along with a resolution recommending that the Village Board immediately revise sections of the village zoning law that don’t comport with New York State Law.   The recommended revision will be included with the new zoning amendments.

Clerk Balloni:  
· Hills Heating has completed maintenance of the boiler at the post office
· A thank you note was received from the organizers of the Aids Red Ribbon Ride for the hospitality shown to them by the village.
· Mayor Bennett, Clerk Balloni, Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta, and Zoning Inspector Patrick Doyle are attending the September 22nd Village Association dinner hosted by Cato
· The Aurora Historical Society received 501c3 status and Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab will pen an agreement with the village regarding oversight of village properties and archives

Treasurer’s Report:  No report this month

Bills

General Fund:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the village board voted to approve the general fund abstract #4 for payment.
Voucher #120-123, 126-128, 130-134, 136-143, 145-151, 155, and 156.
Total:  $7,975.85
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Water Fund:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the village board voted to approve the water fund abstract #4 for payment.
Voucher #128, 131, 132, 145, 147, 152, 153, and 156
Total:  $12,270.75
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Sewer Fund:  On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Bates, the village board voted to approve the sewer fund abstract #4 for payment.
Vouchers #124, 125, 128-133, 135, 136, 144, 145, 147, 151, 155, and 156
Total:  $6,369.96
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Trust & Agency:  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the village board voted to approve the Trust & Agency abstract #4 for payment.
Voucher #154
Total:  $388.50
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code/Zoning Officer:  No report

Historian: (see attached) Dr. Schwab invites everyone to attend Professor Jack Rossen’s talk on Corey Village and the Cayuga World on September 21, 2015 at 4:30 pm in the Stratton auditorium at Wells College.  The event is sponsored by the Aurora Historical Society in conjunction with the Peachtown Festival.  

Dr. Schwab also reported on a recent query of the stone wall on the west and south boundary of Shakelton’s Funeral Home.

Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Ominsky reported that a new computer for the clerk has been purchased and will soon be installed.

Trustee Bates inquired about the condemned sign on Patrick Tavern and Dr. Schwab replied that a study revealed repairs are necessary, before the sign can be removed.  Mayor Bennett recommended applying to the Cayuga Community Fund for potential grant money.

Parks and Recreation:  Trustee Murphy reported that Design Connect has agreed to design the signs for the village fitness trail.  Mayor Bennett remarked that the Design Connect trail concept submitted in 2014 included signs and suggested Trustee Murphy review them with the current team.

Trustee Murphy submitted the final report from Carolyn Connors on the Summer Swim Program (attached) detailing another successful summer at the dock despite having to close three days due to blue-green algae.

Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Van Orman reported that several utility poles in the village are being replaced.

Water and Sewer:  Trustee Bates reported that the Cayuga Lake Watershed Inter-municipal Organization hosted a gathering for public officials last month.  

Mayor Bennett reported that a squirrel shorted out the transformer at the Sewer Treatment Plant causing damage to the flow meter and the DPW continues to work on cleaning the tanks.

Old Business

Local Law #6 of 2015:  To Amend Local Law #1 0f 2011 – Sidewalk Maintenance

SEQR:  The Village Board completed the Environmental Assessment Form (attached) and determined the following:

VILLAGE OF AURORA, CAYUGA COUNTY
SEQRA RESOLUTION – PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #6 of 2015
September 16, 2015
A meeting of the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees was convened at approximately 
7:00 p.m. on September 16, 2015 in Village Hall located at 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York.  
The meeting was called to order by the Mayor, and roll being duly called, the following 
Trustees were present:  Hon. Bonnie Apgar Bennett, Janet Murphy, Kit Van Orman, Grace 
Bates, and Alan Ominsky.

	The following Resolution was offered by Trustee Van Orman and seconded by Trustee Ominsky.
WHEREAS, 
1. In accordance with the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) regulations, the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora (“Village Board”) announced its intent to serve as Lead agency on August 19, 2015, to conduct an environmental review of proposed Local Law #6 of 2015.  The proposed action will result in the adoption of a law updating governance and maintenance of sidewalks in the Village of Aurora.
2. The Village Board has determined that the proposed action is an Unlisted Action as defined under SEQRA section 617.
3. The Village Board, as lead agency has caused to be prepared an environmental assessment of the significance of and potential environmental impact of the action described above.
4. The Village Board conducted an uncoordinated review which does not necessitate notification of involved or interested agencies.
5. The Village Board has carefully considered the environmental record prepared for this action.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora hereby determines that the action proposed will not have a significant adverse effect upon the environment and an environmental impact statement will not be prepared.
The question of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call was as
	follows:
	
	
	

	Bonnie Apgar Bennett
	Mayor
	Voted
	AYE

	Janet Murphy 
Bianconi
	Trustee
	Voted
	AYE

	Kit Van Orman
	Trustee
	Voted
	AYE

	Grace Bates
	Trustee
	Voted
	AYE

	Alan Ominsky
	Trustee
	Voted
	AYE

	
	
	
	


The foregoing Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted by a vote of  5 to  0. 


Public Hearing:  Mayor Bennett called the public hearing for Local Law #6 of 2015 to order at 7:30 pm and there were no public comments.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to close the public hearing for Local Law #6 of 2015 at 7:31 pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #15-40 To Adopt Local Law #6 of 2015: To Amend Local Law #1 of 2011: Governing the Installation and Maintenance of Sidewalks in the Village of Aurora 

WHEREAS:  The Village of Aurora occasionally needs to update Local Laws; and

WHEREAS:  The Village of Aurora seeks to clarify Local Law #1 of 2011 in regard to property owner/ village maintenance responsibility; and

WHEREAS: schedule A requires updating to conform to our current records management standards in referring to property; and

WHEREAS:  A Public Hearing was held on September 16th, 2015 at approximately 7:30 pm;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Village of Aurora adopt Local Law #6 of 2015: To Amend Local Law #1 of 2011: Governing the Installation and Maintenance of Sidewalks in the Village of Aurora.
FIRST:  Trustee Van Orman
SECOND:  Trustee Ominsky
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Carried unanimously.

New Business

Firehouse Lease Agreement (attached):  The Board reviewed the Firehouse Lease Agreement for 2016 and the total rent for the use of the Village Hall/Firehouse building by the Aurora-Ledyard Fire District is $18,750.46.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Next Meeting: October 21, 2015

Respectfully submitted

Ann Balloni
Village Clerk 
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