Minutes of the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees Meeting October 16, 2013
Present: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor (arrived at 7:07)

Absent:  Van Orman

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Code Enforcement Officer Michael Piechuta, Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, Planning Board Chair Nancy Gil, Planning Board members Grace Bates and Pat Foser, Village residents Dave Brooks, Laura Holland and Nick Bogle-Burroughs.
Call to Order: Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes 

September 18, 2013 Minutes – On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to approve the September 18, 2013 minutes.

AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried.

Changes to Agenda

Hiring a village engineer will be discussed under new business.

Announcements

Clerk:  The Village Association Dinner, hosted by the Village of Meridian, is October 22, 2013 at the Sunset restaurant in Auburn.  Mayor Bennett and Trustees Ominsky and Taylor are attending.  The November 19th meeting, hosted by Port Byron, is also at the Sunset restaurant.  Trustee Murphy is attending.
Mayor:  
· Pleasant Rowland purchased several properties from Wells College including Taylor House, Aurora Inn, E.B. Morgan, Dories, Fargo, Village Market, Bet the Farm, and the Sherwood Road parcel north and east of the firehouse.  Both Wells College and the Village expect the change to help provide economic stability and Mayor Bennett reminded the village board that the easement agreements between Wells and the village will have to be renegotiated with Ms. Rowland.
· The Cayuga County Tourism Office released a study of a county wide way finding system, with the use of signs, to uniformly connect all the county municipalities.  Local signs highlight each village/town/city attractions and county signs direct visitors to the various locations.  The total cost of the sign system is $544,375.00 though funding has not yet been established and each municipality may be responsible for the cost of their signs.
Visitor Recognition:  Laura Holland commented on the misinformation regarding the history of Dorie’s published in the Auburn Citizen on October 9, 2013.  Ms. Holland inquired if Dr. Schwab, as Village Historian, would pen a correction to the Citizen as newspapers are chroniclers of history and almost nothing in the Dorie’s article was true.  Dr. Schwab responded that she had been in touch with the Aurora Inn and was confident they had supplied the Citizen reporter with the correct information, as other publications printed an accurate portrayal and, therefore, since the mistake was solely on the reporter, the Citizen was obligated to print a correction.  Dr. Schwab stated she spoke with the editor of the Citizen and was informed they would publish a correction.
Treasurer’s Report:  July & August
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to accept the July and August Treasurer’s Reports.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Budget Modifications

General Fund:  $1,163.52 From A1990.4 Contingent Account



      
     To A1620.21 Buildings – Post Office




($850.00 Fascia repair and #313.52 paint & supplies)

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Budget Modifications for the General Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

August Abstract #3:  $38.50 From A7310.4 Youth Programs – Contractual




         T0 A7310.1 Youth Programs – Personal Services

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Budget Modifications for the August Abstract #3.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Code Correction – July 17, 2013 voucher #87: From A7180.2 Recreation Facilities







 To A7140.4 Playground and Recreation







 In the encumbrance amount of $724.93

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to approve the code correction on the July 17, 2013 voucher #87.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Abstract #5
Trustee Taylor questioned voucher #166, purchasing a pressure washer from Dave Reynolds in the amount of $350, as that was not included in her water /sewer report.
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the General Fund Abstract #5 for payment.

Voucher #s 156, 157, 159, 161-169, 171, 172, 174-179, 181-185, 187, 188, and 191.

Total:  $7,879.84
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor
NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Water Fund Abstract #5 for payment.

Voucher #s158, 168, 169, 171, 173, 183, 186, and 190.
Total: $2,216.90.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor
NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Sewer Fund Abstract #5 for payment.

Voucher #s 157, 159, 160, 165, 168, 170, 180, 181, 183, and 184.

Total: $3,672.74
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor
NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to approve the Post Office Renovation Abstract #5 for payment.

Voucher # 189.

Total:  $5,075.00
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Enforcement Officer:  Report attached to these minutes.

Village Historian: Report attached to these minutes.  Dr. Schwab emphasized posting entryway signs designating Aurora as an historic district.
Buildings and Grounds: Report attached to these minutes.  Trustee Ominsky is researching establishing an IT policy for the village per New York State recommendations.
Parks and Recreation: Trustee Murphy reported the village received a letter signed by several pre-school parents (a copy attached to these minutes) requesting more equipment for the village playground and offering to help fundraise.  Ms. Murphy reiterated there is still the possibility of buying equipment along with Cayuga Elementary School to help defray the cost of the playground equipment.
Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Van Orman submitted a written report that NYSEG has been informed of the burned out streetlights in the village and she is investigating options for Cherry Ave. as vehicles continue to travel the wrong way, block residents driveways and park overnight.

Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported:

· The leaf blower is attached to the truck and ready for use.

· Mike White passed his course and is waiting to take the exam for level 2.

Old Business

VB RESOLUTION NO. 2013-46 AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF STANDARD WORK DAY AND REPORTING RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Village of Aurora is mandated by New York State to adopt a Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution; and

WHEREAS the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees considered Resolution #2013-46 at their October 16, 2013 Regular Meeting; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Aurora, Location code 40420, hereby establishes the following as standard work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based on the time keeping system records or the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body and post Resolution #13-46 on the Village of Aurora bulletin board for 30 days.

FIRST:  Murphy

SECOND: Taylor

AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor

NAYS: None

Motion carried unanimously
2014 Firehouse Rental Agreement – Copy attached to these minutes.
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to accept the 2014 Firehouse Rental Agreement

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously
New Business

Kiosk Bids – None received.  Mr. Bogel-Burroughs commented that he and his parents were still interested and he was advised to submit a bid.

Memorandum of Understanding – Village Historian, Dr. Schwab, submitted a Memorandum of Understanding between the Village and Wells College for storage space for the village archives.  Discussion ensued that the memorandum be very precise and contractual.  As further discussion is occurring between Dr. Schwab and Wells College, Trustee Taylor moved to approve, in theory, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Memorandum of Understanding as submitted. 
AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Bill oversight procedure – Mayor Bennett discussed the collective responsibility of the Village Board members for financial oversight.  The New York State Comptrollers’ Office auditors recommend each board member review all the bills and initial on the voucher that they have done so.

Village Engineer – On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to hire Teter and Teter as engineering consultants for the Village of Aurora.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:10pm.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

