Minutes of the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees Meeting November 20, 2013

Present: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Code Enforcement Officer Michael Piechuta, Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, Planning Board member Grace Bates,  Wells College Dean of Students Jenn Michaels, Village residents Dave Brooks, and Nick Bogle-Burroughs, and John Miller.

Call to Order: Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes 

October 16, 2013 Minutes – On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the October 16, 2013 minutes.

AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Changes to Agenda

Changes to the Village Health insurance and village elections will be discussed under New Business.

Announcements

Mayor:  

· The November Village Association dinner focused on the legalities of village fundraising.  Villages can only give money to non-profits if there is an agreement between the two parties (i.e. the Aurora Free Library and Morgan Opera House agreements).    Support organizations, such as the Aurora Historical Society, can accept donations for leasing of real property and gifts to the village (Blessing of the Boats donation for example) may be accepted by a majority of the Village Board of Trustees.
· The re-powering of the former Milliken Station in Lansing, NY is the topic for the January Village Association meeting.  Anti fracking groups in Ithaca  are requesting that municipalities put pressure on the EPA.
· New York State smoking ban at playgrounds is in effect and the village should be receiving signs to post.
Visitor Recognition:  Mayor Bennett welcomed all visitors.
Treasurer’s Report:  A copy of the Sales Tax Distribution report is included in the board packets. The question was raised by the Village Board if Aurora is receiving a fair share and Mayor Bennett will discuss with County Legislature Batman and CETA. (which stands for?)

September & October Reports
On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to accept the September and October Treasurer’s Reports.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Budget Modifications

General Fund:  $75.00 From A1990.4 Contingent Account



      
     To A1620.21 Buildings – Post Office

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to approve the Budget modifications for the General Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Water Fund:   $1,737.12 From F1990.4 – Contingent Account




       To  F9060.8 – NYS & Local Retirement

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Budget Modifications for the Water Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.


Abstract #6
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board approved the General Fund Abstract #6 for payment.

Voucher #s 192-197, 199-203, 206-208, 210-212, and 214-226.

Total:  $13,825.04
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.
NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board approved the Water Fund Abstract #6 for payment.

Voucher #s 202, 207, 221, 225, and 227.

Total: $3,296.50.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Sewer Fund Abstract #6 for payment.

Voucher #s 193-195, 198, 201, 202, 205, 207, 209, 213, 221, and 225.

Total: $10, 603.21
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Trustee Van Orman questioned why the 25% cell phone use vouchers for the village DPW employees weren’t signed by them.  Treasurer Brooks explained that the service is provided by the village and not a reimbursement request by the DPW employees.
Committee Reports

Code Enforcement Officer:  Report attached to these minutes.  Officer Piechuta reported he had had a discussion with Fire Chief Homick regarding the danger of solar panels on roofs when fighting a fire.
Village Historian: Report attached to these minutes.  Dr. Schwab submitted examples of historic district signs for the village board to review.
Buildings and Grounds: Trustee Ominsky will submit his IT Policy recommendations at next month’s board meeting.
Parks and Recreation: Trustee Murphy met with pre-school moms regarding the Village memorial Playground.
Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Van Orman  reported there are ongoing parking issues on Cherry Ave and Mayor Bennett recommended bringing a new resolution to the December board meeting.

Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported:

· DPW employees continue to pick up the leaves
· Sludge is now being transported to Seneca Meadows as Weedsport no longer accepts delivery.  Seneca Meadows will bill us for the service.
· Brian Fitzgerald informed the village of his recent purchase of the Klocke lot (Tax Map #181.08-1-6.1) and submitted a request to connect to the village water/sewer line which crosses the neighboring property line to the south (Ken Zabriskie). 
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve Brian Fitzgerald’s request to connect to the village water/sewer line contingent on four conditions requested of Mr. Fitzgerald:

1. Submit a copy of a signed agreement between Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Zabriskie.
2. Inform the Village DPW of the type of sewer being installed.

3. Permit the DPW to inspect the connection to the village sewer before backfilling

4. Understand that the village is not responsible for maintenance or repair of the connecting sewer lateral.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

· Superintendent Wilmot submitted quotes for a sewer pump
Resolution #13-47 To Authorize the Purchase of a Replacement Sewer Pump

WHEREAS the Village of Aurora DPW Superintendent has solicited quotes to repair/purchase a village sewer pump; and

WHEREAS Sewert Equipment submitted a quote of $13,300 to repair, and Gould Pumps submitted a quote of $11,428.00 to replace, and Gartner Equipment submitted a quote of $10,400.76 to replace;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees authorize the DPW Superintendent to purchase a sewer pump from Gartner Equipment for $10,400.76.

First: Taylor

Second:  Van Orman

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Carried unanimously.

Old Business

Kiosk:  Upon consultation with the New York State Comptroller’s Office who are auditing the Village, it was determined that if a use for the kiosk could be found to benefit the village as a whole, that would be preferable to selling the kiosk as surplus equipment.  Village Historian, Dr. Linda Schwab, requested use of the kiosk for her history displays which was deemed a better use by the auditors.
On motion by Van Orman, seconded by Murphy, the Village Board voted to rescind Resolution #44 -To Declare the Village Kiosk Surplus Equipment.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

New Business

Delinquent Taxes:
On motion by Murphy, seconded by Ominsky, the Village Board voted to turn over the delinquent village taxes to Cayuga County.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Health Care Amendment:

RESOLUTION #13-48 Amendments to the EBS-RMSCO, Inc. Health Reimbursement Account Debit Card Program for the Village of Aurora’s Health Care Program

November 20, 2013

WHEREAS 1]   As of January 1, 2014, the Village of Aurora hereby allows employees participating in the EBS-RMSCO Health Reimbursement Account (HRA) to permanently opt out of the HRA and waive future HRA reimbursement at least annually so as to receive tax credit/subsidy on the Exchange, and, unless their HRA account balances are automatically forfeited when their employment terminates, and also when they terminate employment; and

WHEREAS 2]   As of January 1, 2014, the Village of Aurora is hereby required to set the waiting period for employees to join the HRA program from the current period of “after six (6) months of employment” to the Affordable Care Act compliance of a ninety (90) day waiting period;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees incorporate the EBS-REMSCO amendments to the Village of Aurora Health Care Plan.

FIRST:  Ominsky
SECOND:  Taylor
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None

Carried unanimously

Disability Insurance:

On motion by Taylor, seconded by Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve increasing the National Benefit Life Insurance Company payment to $159.60 per year to receive enhanced employee disability benefits.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Village Elections:

On motion by Van orman, seconded by Ominsky, the Village Board voted to hold the village elections at 456 Main street Aurora, NY from 12:00pm – 9:00pm on March 18, 2014 for the positions of:

Mayor – 4 year term

2 Trustees – 4 year term

1 Trustee – 2 year term

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment:

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk
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