 Minutes

Village of Aurora Board of Trustees

Regular Monthly Meeting

October 17, 2012

Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees George Farenthold, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky and Marie Taylor

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta, David Brooks, Sue Edinger and Terry Newcomb

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 6:58 pm and the Board rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Trustee Farenthold reminded those present that he is married to Lisa Marsh Ryerson, President of Wells College.

Approval of Minutes
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve the Minutes of September 17, 2012.

AYES: Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS: None

Motion carried unanimously

Changes to Agenda: None

Announcements
Mayor:

· Mayor Bennett received Michael Groth’s resignation letter as Village Historian.

· Time Warner Cable Northeast, LLC is the new owner and operator of our local cable system.

· Clarity Connect is working on instituting Broadband in Tompkins and Southern Cayuga Counties.  Trustee Farenthold appointed as liaison to the Town Board of Ledyard for updates on this issue as well as hydrofracking.

· Due to the significant increase in participants in the Summer Swim Program, Mayor Bennett wrote to the Ledyard Town Board requesting an increase in their funding for next year.
Clerk:  
· Clerk Balloni informed the Board of an upcoming County ZBA training on November 14, 2012.  One Planning Board member is interested in attending.
· The October Village Association Dinner, hosted by Meridian, is Tuesday, the 23rd at the Sunset.  Mayor Bennett, Trustees Farenthold & Taylor, Planning Board Chair Nancy Gil, and Village Clerk Ann Balloni are attending.   The topic is Personal Liability of Village Officials.
Visitor Recognition:  No comments

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Brooks reported June – September reports are complete. 
On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to approve the General Fund Budget Modifications. 
$391.50   From A7310.4  Youth program – Contractual

$391.50   To     A7310.1  Youth Program – Personal Services

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Abstract #5
On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Farenthold, the Board voted to accept the General Fund Abstract #5 for payment.

Voucher #’s 150-161, 163,164, 168, 170-174, 176-183.

Total:  $7,766.34
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Farenthold, the Board voted to accept the Water Fund Abstract #5 for payment.

Voucher #’s 151, 156, 158, 162-164, 166, 167 and 170.

Total:  $8,497.18
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract #5 for payment.

Voucher #’s 152, 153, 156, 163-165, 169, 170, 175, 176, 178, 179 and 181.
Total:  $4,960.42.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Ominsky reported alternatives are being investigated regarding how to proceed with Patrick Tavern.
Parks and Recreation:  
· Trustee Murphy reported the DPW has addressed the recommendations from NYMIR regarding the Risk Management Study and noted that sections of the playground equipment need to be removed for safety concerns.
· Mayor Bennett discussed the idea of a senior playground for the village.
Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Farenthold recommended trimming trees and bushes around the Court Street playground signs so they are clearly visible.

Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported:
· Leaf pickup will begin October 22nd
· Speed bumps have been removed and crosswalk signs put away for the winter.

· NYSDOT fixed the bump on Main Street in front of Bet the Farm and New York State Department of Transportation informed the Village Department of Public Works that they will cut the tree down in front of Bob Purcell’s house.

Zoning Officer:  (Report from Officer Piechuta attached to these Minutes)

· Building Permit issued to Dave Marion Construction for James Hauptfleisch property at 48 Cherry Ave.
· Inspected Hauptfleisch project, Abbot House project and Murphy new construction.

· Met with Village Attorney and Laura Holland regarding tree issue and lot lines.

· Requested ZBA interpret Paddington Zwigard’s Yoga Class business.

· Met with Pleasant Rowland and Abbott House Construction Team to review demolition and final drawings and am currently reviewing the entire Abbott House project.

· Issued an Order to Remedy to Paddington Zwigard regarding deck project violations.

· Attended Code training for existing buildings, single-family houses and change of occupancy.

Old Business:  Mayor Bennett provided the Board with several options regarding updating the Noise Ordinance.  Issues discussed include:
· Time limits during the week and weekends

· Decibel levels

· Boundaries

· Commercial vs. Residential Regulations

· Permits for large gatherings

· Amplified noise, construction noise, unreasonable noise
· Penalties and enforcement

Trustee Farenthold left at 8:22pm.

Mayor Bennett is meeting with Aurora Inn and Wells College Officials to discuss all Noise Ordinance concerns and instructed the Board members to review and prepare a penalty schedule for discussion at the November Village Board meeting.

Mayor Bennett presented an updated Firehouse Lease Agreement for 2013 and stressed the importance of communication between the two parties regarding any future capital projects.  Mayor Bennett and Trustee Ominsky are attending the Fire Commissioner’s meeting on Monday, October 22, 2012.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to spread the cost of landscaping and the new Firehouse bathroom construction over two years to ease the budget burden of the Fire District.

AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS: None

Motion carried.

Mayor Bennett informed the Board that an error had occurred regarding the Debit Cards for the Village Retirement Health Insurance.  Two cards should have been issued instead of one and the mistake had no effect on the cost to the Village. 
New Business:  Mayor Bennett informed the Board of potential cell phone negotiations with Verizon to include a phone for Kurt Wilmot, and a reimbursement payment plan for Mike White and Adam Van Horn’s cell phones, as well as consideration of other phones for Village officials/employees.
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to empower Mayor Bennett to negotiate a Village cell phone plan with Verizon.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS: None

Motion carried.

Mayor Bennett informed the Board that, in order to comply with Workman’s Comp regulations, the Village has to designate a Safety Committee and all Village employees and officials are required to attend an annual training. The Village Clerk will notify the Board members and employees of the next scheduled training.  As Trustee in charge of Public Safety, Trustee Farenthold was appointed to chair the Safety Committee.

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:39pm.
AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk
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Issues/Comments/ Concerns: 

Met with Village Attorney and Laura Holland concerning issues about trees and lot lines. 

Sent letter to ZBA asking for an interpretation of a Business as to the problem I am having with Paddington Zwigard's Yoga Classes. 

Attended a meeting with the Abbott Project's Construction Team and Pleasant Rowland to review the demolition and construction plans for final drawings Met with Mayor regarding P. Zwigard deck violations. Sent her an "Order to Remedy" violations by 10-1-12 no response, talked to village attorney, he is in the process of taking her to town court. 

Attended training at the Clay FD for Codes for existing buildings, single-family houses, and change of occupancy. 

In the process of a plan review of the Abbott Project (93 Pages) 
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