Minutes of the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees Meeting March  19, 2014

Public Hearing To Introduce Local Law #1 of 2014 – The Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax levy Limit

Present: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Code Enforcement Officer Michael Piechuta, Planning Board member Pat Foser, David Brooks, Carolyn Connors, Laura Holland, Erin Johnson, Elizabeth Knight, and Cindy Wilcox
Mayor Bennett opened the public hearing at 7:00pm and there was no public comment.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board of Trustees closed the public hearing to introduce Local law #1 of 2014 at 7:01pm.           AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman                                    NAYS:  None                                                                                                               Motion carried unanimously

Public Hearing to Introduce the Tentative 2014-2015 Budget

Mayor Bennett opened the public hearing at 7:02pm and there was no public comment.  The public hearing for the 2014-2015 Budget will remain open for the April 16, 2014 meeting.
Mayor Bennett opened the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees at 7:03pm.  All present remained.
Approval of Minutes 

January 27, 2014 Special Meeting Minutes – On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the January 27, 2014 minutes.

AYES: Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

February 19, 2014 Minutes – On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to approve the February 19, 2014 minutes.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously
Changes to Agenda:  None
Announcements

Mayor:  Mayor Bennett announced there will be a meeting on March 22, 2014 with the Design Connect interns who are designing the Village Fitness Trail and the Village Stakeholders, including Wells College, the Inns of Aurora, and Blessing of the Boats.
Clerk:  The tally results of the Village Election are:
Mayor 
Bonnie Bennett – 109 votes
Marie Dentes – 55 votes

Trustees (4 year term, 2 positions) 
Janet Murphy – 103 votes
Grace Bates – 77 votes

Marie Taylor – 72 votes

Robin Driskel – 53 votes

Trustee (2 year term, 1 position)
Kit Van Orman – 99 votes
Ed Easter – 57 votes

The March 25th Village Association dinner is the same night as the community dinner to benefit Aurorafest.  Aurora will not have a representative attending the Association dinner.   

Visitor Recognition:  Cindy Wilcox and Erin Johnson submitted a letter, signed by several residents, requesting the Village consider purchasing “permanent playground equipment” as opposed to the “Imagination Playground” discussed at previous Village Board meetings.  Ms. Wilcox discussed at length the viewpoint of local parents, including:

· Loose parts play options are already available in the village at the library
· The village lacks a traditional playground that promotes motor-physical play

· The Imagination Playground puts too strong a burden on the parents and the parents don’t want the responsibility of locking/unlocking/storing/access

· A traditional playground will entice visitors to the area who will then patronize local businesses

Discussion ensued regarding cost and potential fundraising.  $600 remains in the original fund when the playground was built.  Ms. Wilcox and Ms. Johnson will look into fundraising options and confer with Trustee Murphy on ideas.

Treasurer’s Report

February - On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to accept the February Treasurer’s Report.
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Budget Modifications

General Fund:  $11.95    FROM  A1990.4 Contingent Account

                            
   TO       A1410.41 Clerk/Treasurer –computer/copier
On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the Budget Modifications for the General Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Water Fund:   $.40          FROM  F1990.4  Contingent Account




   TO        F8340.41 Transmission & Distribution – Utilities

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the Budget Modifications for the Water Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously
Abstract #10
On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the General Fund Abstract #10 for payment.

Voucher #s 330-334, 336-344, 347-349, 351-361, and 363-369.

Total:  $11,079.09
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Water Fund Abstract #10 for payment.

Voucher #s 336, 340, 341, 350, 360, 362, and 366.

Total: $2,944.38.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Sewer Fund Abstract #10 for payment.

Voucher #s 330, 335, 336, 340, 341, 343, 345, 346, 349, 355, 360, and 366.

Total: $5,598.88
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Enforcement Officer:  Report attached to these minutes.  Officer Piechuta addressed a request from the Village Board of Trustees to investigate accusations made by Paddington Matz, in a letter dated February 6, 2014, asserting that Mayor Bennett’s dock is located on village property and, therefore, the Mayor should be paying rent to the village. Per Officer Piechuta:
· The dock was built before the Village Zoning Law was adopted and setback requirements were established.
· The Army Corps of Engineers issued a blanket permit at that time.

· Upon inspection of the property and observation of the survey stake, determined the dock is built entirely on the owner’s (Mayor Bennett’s) property.

On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board advised the clerk to draft a letter to Ms. Matz in response to her concerns about Mayor Bennett’s dock and accepted Officer’s Piechuta’s determination that the dock is located entirely on the Bennett’s property.
AYES:  Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Village Historian: Report attached to these minutes.  

Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Ominsky is preparing to install new software to upgrade the clerk and CEO’s operating systems to Windows 7.  The current software will no longer be supported as of April 8, 2014.  
Repairs to the post office door will be incorporated into the post office renovation this spring.

Parks and Recreation:  Trustee Murphy drafted a letter to Wells College President DeWitt requesting permission to use the college dock for the swim program again this summer. Lifeguard applications are now available at the SCCS guidance office as well as the village office.  The application deadline is May 1, 2014 and the information is on the village website.
Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Van Orman reported a leaning utility pole on Court St.  Orchard Lane residents received the letter regarding plowing for next winter and are reviewing their options.  Questions arose regarding the yellow paint flecks along Main St, repainting of the crosswalks, and when the speed bumps will be put out on Court St.

Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported Mike White completed his certification for Assistant Plant Manager.  

Superintendent Wilmot informed Ms. Taylor that a budget increase is needed this year and a spare pump was recently ordered.

Old Business
Playground:  Discussion ensued regarding tax payer funding for a limited portion of the population.  The Village Board will consult with parents on their fundraising ideas and keep money in reserve through May before making any decisions.
Parking Study:  Mayor Bennett and Inns of Aurora General Manager, Sue Edinger, consulted three engineering firms and decided to hire BME for the study at a total cost of $5000.00 split evenly between the Village and the Inns of Aurora.
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to spend $2,500.00, in conjunction with the Inns of Aurora, LLC, for the CAP (Circulation, Access, Parking) study.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

New Business

Tentative Budget:  Mayor Bennett presented an overview of the tentative budget.  The Board discussed various changes for clarification including the need to raise taxes.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to accept the tentative budget, now the proposed budget, with an increase of $.15 cents /$1000.00 on properties.
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Local Law #1 of 2014:
VB RESOLUTION #14-10 of 2014 ENACTING LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2014  

THE WAIVER OF THE MAXIMUM REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY LIMIT

WHEREAS, the recent enactment of Chapter 97 of the Law of 2011 placed limits on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by or on behalf of any local government thereby place a “tax levy limit” on municipalities that is found in General Municipal Law § 3-c; and

WHEREAS, subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c expressly authorized the Village Board of Trustees to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Village Board of Trustees for one fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, by adoption of this local law, the Village Board of Trustees hereby reserves the right to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Village of Aurora and authorized the Village Board of Trustees to adopt a budget for fiscal year 2013 in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law 

§ 3-c; and

WHEREAS, this is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (20 & 27) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and

WHEREAS, 
At a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora, County of Cayuga, State of New York, held at the Village Hall, 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, at 7:00 p.m. on March 19, 2014, the following members of the Village Board of Trustees being present:



BONNIE APGAR BENNET, MAYOR



JANET MURPHY

                          ALAN OMINSKY



MARIE TAYLOR



KIT VAN ORMAN


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Aurora as follows:

1. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby adopts Local Law #1 of 2014.

2. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby determines that the aforementioned Local Law is a Type II action as defined in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(20&27) and accordingly, the Village Board of Trustees expressly determines that this action is not an action that requires review pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Action (“SEQRA”);

3. 
The Village Board of Trustees has properly noticed a Public Hearing on the Proposed Local Law #1 of 2014 held at Village Hall on March 19, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m.;

Now upon the Motion of Trustee Ominsky and Seconded by Trustee Taylor, a roll-call vote is tallied by the Village Clerk as follows:

Trustee 
Bennett - AYE
Trustee 
 Murphy - AYE


Trustee 
 Ominsky - AYE


Trustee 
 Taylor - AYE


Trustee 
 Van Orman - AYE


Motion:  Carried     
At least 5 of the above named Village Board of Trustee members having voted in the affirmative, Local Law #1 is adopted this 19th day of March, 2014.
Video Recording Policy:
RESOLUTION #14-11 – TO ADOPT A VIDEO RECORDING POLICY FOR ALL VILLAGE BOARDS (TRUSTEE, COMMUNITY PRESERVATION PANEL, PLANNING BOARD, AND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS) PUBLIC MEETINGS

WHEREAS:  Pursuant to Public Officer’s Law 103(d), “any meeting may be recorded, broadcast, web cast and/or photographed, provided that it is done in a way that does not disrupt the meeting”; and

WHEREAS:  “Each public body may adopt rules governing the location of equipment and personnel for such purposes, so that the meeting may be conducted in an orderly manner”; and

WHEREAS:  Notifying the Mayor/Board Chair so the Mayor/Board Chair can then inform the public, requiring video/recording of public meetings be conducted 20 feet from the public body, use of tripods be at the discretion of the Mayor/Board Chair, no additional lighting, and supplying the Village Office with a copy of the video/recording within ten days of the recorded meeting is lawful and reasonable; and

WHEREAS:  the Mayor/Board Chair may make the determination that the recording is being done in an intrusive manner and may request that the individual alter the behavior and, if the individual does not comply, the Mayor/Board Chair may have the individual removed from the meeting room;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  that the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees adopt a video recording policy for all the Village Boards public meetings.

FIRST:  Ominsky

SECOND:  Taylor

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Carried unanimously March 19, 2014

Aurorafest:  The Village Board received a request from the Aurorafest Committee for financial support as well as use of the land behind the firehouse and Court St for the event.  

On motion by Taylor, seconded by Murphy, the Village Board voted to grant use of village property for Aurorafest along with financial support of $2,750.00.
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Trustee Taylor
Mayor Bennett read the following:

The Village Board officially recognizes the contributions of Marie Taylor, Trustee of the Village of Aurora, to this legislative body and thanks her for her service and dedication.  She has been tireless in her many roles in so many of the Village’s groups and traditions, and a constant supporter of the community we cherish.  Her voice on this Board will be sorely missed.  
There was heartfelt applause from all present.
Adjournment:

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm.

AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

