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Village of Aurora Board of Trustees Minutes March 16, 2016 
Meeting held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room at 7:00 pm

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Grace Bates, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky, and Kit Van Orman

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Village Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, Planning Board member Pat Foser, ZBA alternate Laura Holland, and village residents David Brooks and Peggy Dupee

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance

Changes to the Agenda:  No changes

Approval of Minutes:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the February 17, 2016 meeting minutes.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Announcements

Mayor:  Public Hearings are scheduled throughout New York State for the proposed rate increases for customers of New York State Electric and Gas Corporation (NYSEG) and Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation (RG&E).

Commendations to the candidates for Village Trustee (John Dentes, Alan Ominsky, and Kit Van Orman) for their time and commitment to the village and congratulations to incumbents, Alan Ominsky and Kit Van Orman.

Clerk:  Williamson Law Book is increasing their Annual Support Fee 10%.

Visitor Recognition:  Dr. Linda Schwab submitted a letter (attached) with “constructive comment” regarding accountability issues stemming from the February 17, 2016 Village Board meeting.

Treasurer’s Report:  No report

Budget Modifications

General:  $197.29   From:  A1410.2 Clerk/Treasurer - Equipment
		      To:  A1410.4    Clerk/Treasurer – Contractual

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to accept the Budget Modifications in the General Fund.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.



Bills

General:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the General Fund Abstract #10 for payment.
Voucher #357-360, 362-374, 376, 378-390, 392, 394, 395, 398, 399, and 401
Total:  $11,007.17
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Water:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to approve the Water Fund Abstract #10 for payment.
Voucher #358, 363, 366, 369, 370, 380, 381, 389, 393, 394, 397, and 401
Total:  $4,803.67
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Sewer:  On motion by Trustee Bates, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract #10 for payment.
Voucher #360, 361, 363, 366, 368-370, 372, 375, 377, 380, 381, 383, 389, 391, 394, 396, and 397
Total:  $5,868.10
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Officer:  No report
 
Historian (see attached):  Dr. Schwab reported on a new query, giving a presentation to the Southern Cayuga High School history class, and her work with an intern researching nails salvaged from the Howland House.

Aurora Historical Society (see attached):  AHS President, Pat Bianconi, submitted a request for equitable funding similar to that budgeted for other non-profits in the village along with a breakdown of the designations for the funding.

Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Ominsky reported that he met with the Aurora Historical Society to discuss their software needs.

Parks and Recreation:  Trustee Murphy has been in contact with Carolyn Connors and Wells College in preparation for the Summer Swim program.

Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Van Orman reported that she notified NYSEG of burned out streetlights
Water and Sewer: Trustee Bates reported that village employees followed up with the NYSDOT regarding the drainage issues on Route 90 in front of 348 Main St and unblocked the catch basin on Sherwood Road.

Old Business

Public Hearing:  Local Law #3 of 2016: The Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax Levy Limit

Mayor Bennett called the public hearing to order at 7:19 pm and there were no comments from the public.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to close the public hearing for Local Law #3 of 2016 at 7:20 pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

New Business

Local Law #3 of 2016: The Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax Levy Limit

On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to adopt Local Law #3 of 2016.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Proposed Budgets

The mayor and the board of trustees discussed the changes to the 2016-2017 budgets.  The proposed budgets include a 7 cent increase in the village tax rate to $2.45/$1000.00 with a tax levy of $99,000.00.

Public Hearing for proposed budgets:  Mayor Bennett called the public hearing to order at 8:09 pm.

Peggy Dupee questioned the village tax rate and how many tax bills are generated for the village.  Mayor Bennett explained the tax rate increase from $2.38/$1000.00 to $2.45/$1000.00 and that the village sends out approximately 200 tax bills each year.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to accept the proposed budgets and continue the public hearing for presentation of the tentative budgets at the April 20, 2016 Village Board meeting.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Fire Inspector

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to establish the position of Part Time Fire Inspector, per Civil Service Commission guidelines, in anticipation of hiring an assistant for the Village Code Enforcement Officer.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.
On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to authorize Mayor Bennett to hire a Fire Inspector.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.


Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni
Village Clerk

