Minutes
Village of Aurora Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting
June 18, 2014
Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Grace Bates, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky, and Kit Van Orman

Others Present:  Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, CEO Michael Piechuta, David Brooks, Marie Dentes, Robin Driskel, Laura Holland, and Cindy Wilcox

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Changes to the Agenda: the Comprehensive Plan and Orchard Lane will be discussed under New Business and the Memorial Playground will be discussed under Visitor Recognition.

Approval of Minutes:  On motion by Ominsky, seconded by Van Orman, the Village Board voted to approve the May 21, 2014 regular meeting & May 28, 2014 special meeting minutes.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Announcements

Mayor:  
· No update on the Fitness Trail
· Village Sign is still waiting on New York State Department of Transportation approval
· BME continues to gather data for the parking study and the Mayor will address with Inns of Aurora Manager, Sue Edinger, the ongoing problem with tour buses parking in the village and in the fire department parking lot.
· News Channel 9 will be airing a feature story regarding Aurora at 8:30 PM this evening.

Visitors:  Erin Connors and Cindy Wilcox organized a committee to raise funds for a new multi-function apparatus for the Memorial Playground.  Mayor Bennett explained the need to follow the procedure set forth when the original equipment was purchased.  The money raised by the committee will be kept in a designated account at Cayuga Lake National Bank and turned over to the village prior to purchase.  The committee is soliciting money through a capital campaign mailing that went out this week and they also plan to fundraise at AuroraFest.  If the campaign is successful, and the $20,000.00 needed is raised by July 31st, the committee will receive a 40% discount on the equipment from the manufacturer.   

The committee was informed by the Village Board that any new equipment requires approval from the municipal insurance agent, as well as Community Preservation Panel and Planning Board review.  Trustee Van Orman asked the committee to provide an alternate design for the CPP & PB to review if they are unable to reach their financial goal.  Trustee Murphy agreed as this would negate the need for multiple plans and subsequent board reviews.  Ms. Wilcox indicated there are other options if necessary and requested the Village Board use a portion of the $600 seed money in the village’s playground account to help cover the cost of the mailing. 

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to allocate $325.00 to cover the cost of the fundraising mailing.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to accept the June Treasurer’s report.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Budget Modifications

General Fund:  

$860.50  From A1410.2 Clerk/Treasurer - Equipment
	   To     A1410.1  Clerk/Deputy Clerk - Personal Services

$263.71  From A1620.12  Buildings - Custodian
	   To     A1620.1  Buildings – Personal Services (Overtime – Mike)

$75.51 From A5110.1 Street maintenance – Personal Services
            To      A5110.12 Street Maintenance – Personal Services (Overtime – Mike)

$0.08  From A7510.4  Historian – Contractual
           To      A7510.1  Historian – Personal Services

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to accept the Budget Modifications for the General Fund.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky and Van Orman.
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Water Fund:

$47.63   From F8340.2  Transmission and Distribution - Equipment
	  To     F8340.1 Transmission & Distribution – Personal Services (OT)

$0.73  From F9040.8  Worker’s Compensation
To     F9030.8   Social Security

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to accept the Budget Modifications for the Water Fund.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously

Sewer Fund:  

$4.87        From  G8130.2  Sewage Treatment – Equipment 
                 To     G8130.1   Sewage Treatment – Personal Services

On motion by Trustee Bates, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to accept the Budget Modifications for the Sewer Fund
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Abstract #1

Trustee Bates questioned voucher #11 to Village Attorney Tom Blair for $3,861.00.  Mayor Bennett explained that Mr. Blair has been reviewing the zoning amendments with the ad hoc committee to ensure proper language, legalese, etc.  Once the amendments come out of committee, and are approved by the lawyer, they then go to the Planning Board.  The Planning Board reviews and submits their suggestions to the Village Board.  The Village Board holds a public hearing to introduce the amendments into local law, considers public comment, and then either passes a resolution to accept or sends them back to committee for revisions.  Trustee Bates then questioned why the committee did not include members of the public.  Mayor Bennett explained that amending zoning law is a legislative process that requires knowledge of zoning and the public can comment when the public hearing is scheduled.

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to approve the General fund Abstract #1 for payment.
Voucher #3-5, 7-14, 16, 17, 20-34, 36 and 37.
Total $15,075.88
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Water Fund Abstract #1 for payment.
Voucher #1, 7, 13-15, 20, 25 and 35.
Total $2,399.14
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract #1 for payment.
Voucher #2, 3, 6, 7, 12-14, 15, 16, 18-20, 22, 23 and 29.
Total $5,413.77
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Enforcement Officer:  Officer Piechuta submitted his monthly report (attached) which included 1 permit issued and 9 inspections.  

Historian:  Dr. Schwab submitted her monthly report (attached) including an update on her work with the Community Preservation Panel on Village Landmarks and a summary of her documentation sources.

Buildings and Grounds:  No report.

Parks and Recreation:  Trustee Murphy continues to work with Carolyn Connors on the summer swim program which begins June 30th including the mandated Safety Training for the lifeguards.

Mayor Bennett asked the Village Board to consider holding village holiday ceremonies that encourage public participation such as a reading of the Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July.  The village board members were enthusiastic about the concept, but felt, in order to execute properly, the village should erect a pavilion behind the firehouse for local events.  Discussion was tabled.

Streets and Public Safety:  No report.
 
Water and Sewer:  Trustee Bates reported two new service hook ups will be installed this summer at 292 Main St and 330 Main St.  Trustee Bates also reported that she toured the Village Department of Public Works. 

Old Business

No Old Business was discussed.

New Business

Board Appointment:

VB Resolution #14-32: TO APPOINT MICHELL MURPHY TO THE PLANNING BOARD 

WHEREAS:  Grace Bates has resigned from the Planning Board, creating a vacancy; and

WHEREAS: Michelle Murphy has expressed interest in serving on the Planning Board; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: on the nomination of the Mayor, the Village Board of Aurora approves the appointment of Michelle Murphy to the Planning Board.

MOVED:  Trustee Murphy
SECONDED: Trustee Van Orman
AYES:	Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Carried unanimously.

Board Chairs:

Community Preservation Panel – Chris MacCormick
Planning Board – Nancy Gil
Zoning Board of Appeals – John Dentes
 
Orchard Lane:  The Village received a letter from the residents of Orchard Lane (attached) requesting that the Village resume efforts to assume ownership of Orchard Lane.  Trustee Van Orman, an Orchard Lane resident, questioned why no action was taken since 2006 when the discussion began.  Issues discussed included:

· Orchard Lane not meeting street specifications
· Legally, the village should not take care of the snow removal as it is a private lane
· The water line crosses private property and, therefore, the village is not authorized to repair
· An easement is necessary for village access to repair the water/sewer lines
· Having the Village Engineer create new specs

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to hire the Village Engineer to produce specifications that meet code requirements for Orchard Lane and advise how to move forward.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Mayor was directed by the Village Board to send a letter to the Orchard Lane residents explaining that the Village Engineer will create new specs for the road, address the problem of the water main and delivery system, and the need for an easement from the residents to the village for repair purposes.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
ABSTAIN:  Van Orman
Motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Comprehensive Plan:  Trustee Bates questioned where the Comprehensive Plan fits in with the Ad hoc committee’s work on the new Zoning Amendments.  Mayor Bennett explained that Village Law states that comprehensive plans are recommended but not required, the Village of Aurora Zoning Law incorporates portions of the Comprehensive Plan and the Village Board approved a Master Plan in 2008.   Trustee Bates commented that the 2008 Plan was developed with input from the Planning Board and village residents and recommended the same procedure for an update.  Mayor Bennett informed the trustees that, given the applications coming in from the Inns of Aurora regarding Wallcourt, and potentially Taylor House and Shakelton’s Funeral Home, the ongoing parking study, and the proposed new zoning amendments, the Planning Board doesn’t have time right now to update the Comprehensive Plan.

Board members then discussed the desire for businesses in the village that are not affiliated with the Inns of Aurora, and the concern over what Aurora will look like in the future, beyond Pleasant Rowland, and when destination weddings are no longer trendy. 

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to enter into Executive Session at 8:30pm to discuss personnel issues.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

 On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to adjourn the Executive Session and reconvened the regular meeting at 8:45pm.   
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted, per Civil Service Commission guidelines, to create a Zoning Enforcement Officer position, separate from the Code Enforcement Officer, and hire Patrick Doyle as the new Zoning Enforcement Officer.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board adjourned the June 18, 2014 meeting at 8:50pm
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.


Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni
Village Clerk




