Draft Minutes

Village of Aurora Board of Trustees

Regular Monthly Meeting

January 30, 2013

Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees George Farenthold, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky and Marie Taylor

Others Present:  Village Clerk, Ann Balloni; Treasurer, Deborah Brooks; Code Enforcement Officer, Mick Piechuta; Village Historian, Linda Schwab; Wells College Dean of Students, Jenn Michael; SCCS Superintendent, Patrick Jensen; SCCS Board member, Dean Winspear; SCCS Board member, Larry Van DeValk; SCCS Business Administrator, Kimberly Vile; David Brooks, Laura Holland and Jay O’Hearn.

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve the Minutes of December 19, 2012.

AYES: Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor 

NAYS: None

Motion carried unanimously. 

Changes to Agenda:  None

Announcements
Mayor:  No announcements

Clerk:  Ms. Balloni reminded the Board of the Safety Training scheduled for February 19, 2013 beginning at 6:45pm.
Visitor Recognition: 

SCCS Budget Presentation
Superintendent Jensen and Business Administrator Vile addressed the following points:
· The current student population is 755.

· Due to a decline in students, there is a decrease in the budget which could result in less staff.

· The school district currently employs 142 people, the majority of which are teachers.

· Approximately 50% of the budget comes from property taxes at a current tax levy of 1.89%.  The remainder is dependent on State and Federal aid.

· The school district is projecting an operating budget of $15,936,008.00 with a projected gap of $366,866.00.

· Superintendent Jensen proposed initiating more hands on programs in the curriculum as a way to engage students.

Laura Holland submitted a letter addressed to the Village Code Officer (a copy attached to these minutes) regarding:

· Side set-backs as described in the Village Zoning Law (Section 405(A)(6)(a).  

· The definition of “Side Yard” (Number 76 of Section 201)

· Concerns with neighboring property owner’s submission of applications (#s 13-03 & 13-04) for dock installations.  
· A request that the Village halt review of said applications due to “misleading and inaccurate information” as noted by the Planning Board at their January 23, 2013 meeting.

Ms. Holland questioned the Village Board on her options if the applicants dock installation plans are approved.  Mayor Bennett stated that the public can voice their concerns at the public hearing but, beyond that, the only recourse is initiating an Article 78 lawsuit against the Village.  Mr. Piechuta recommended lobbying the Village Board to change the current laws.  

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Brooks submitted the December Treasurer’s Report.  
On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to accept the Treasure’s Report.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Abstract #8
On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to approve the General Fund Abstract #8 for payment.

Voucher #s 249-260, 262-265 and 284. 
Total:  $10,427.23

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to approve the Water Fund Abstract #8 for payment.

Voucher #s 259, 260, 266, 267, 271, 278, and 280.

Total:  $2,017.21
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Farenthold, the Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract #8 for payment.

Voucher #s 249, 253, 255, 257, 259-262, 265, 269, 277, 278, and 282, 
Total:  $3,240.75
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds:  No report.
Mayor Bennett researched historical preservation funding and discovered an applicant requirement is to have 501c3 status.  Trustee Ominsky questioned that claim and he and Village Historian Linda Schwab will investigate.

Parks and Recreation:  No report.
Trustee Murphy is awaiting consultation with John Miller regarding the Village Fitness Trail.

Mayor Bennett reminded the Board that the February Village Board meeting will include an Aurorafest discussion.  Clerk Balloni was instructed to distribute flyers in the Village and to post on the website so the public is aware.

Streets and Public Safety:  No report.
Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported no problems and noted that, currently,  50 out of 190 homes in the village are vacant. 
Board Minutes

Planning Board January 23, 2013 Minutes – No comments.

Zoning Board of Appeals January 9, 2013 – No comments.
Community Preservation Panel – No Minutes
Zoning Officer:  (Monthly and Yearly reports from Officer Piechuta attached to these Minutes)

Discussion ensued regarding the handling of applicants who don’t adhere to the current zoning laws and permit process.  There have been several instances of applicants starting projects before paying the permit fee, delaying renewal of expired permits and/or not completing projects by the permit deadline.  
Officer Piechuta asked for guidance from the Board on handling these situations.  The consensus was to follow our zoning laws and enforce the fines and penalties included in the application packet which all applicants receive.   Clerk Balloni commented on the importance of consistency if we are going to enforce the fines and penalties.  Mayor Bennett and Officer Piechuta will consult on drafting a letter to delinquent applicants.
Village Historian:  (See report attached to these Minutes) – No comments
Old Business:  

Noise Ordinance:  Mayor Bennett asked if anyone had a connection to Ithaca College, specifically their Sound Management program, to help guide us in updating the Village Noise ordinance.
Post Office:  Mayor Bennett reported we are still at the mercy of the NYSDOT regarding the proposed renovations.
New Business:  

· Resolution # 2013-01 (attached to these Minutes):  Support for NYS – Contact Information for Vacant Structures.
On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Board voted to approve Resolution #2013-01.

AYES: Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

· Cayuga County Dog Complaint Form
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Mayor Bennett, the Board voted to replace the current Village Dog Complaint Form with the Cayuga County Dog Complaint form.
AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
· Board members received copies of the County Sales Tax distribution for 2012

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Farenthold, the Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm.

AYES:  Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

VILLAGE of AURORA CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE 

Monthly Report DECEMBER - 2012 

Hours: 18.5 

Permits Issued: 

12 - 20 Wells College 12 - 21 T. & P. Zwigard 

Inspections: 

M. Fitzgerld Abbott Project Wells College B. Murphy 

Issues/Comments/Concerns: 



Main St. Main St. 

17 Cherry Ave Rt.90 

Main St. Burnam Ln. 



Propane Tank Deck 

Met with T. Gunderson regarding heat system they are going to install in Railroad Station. 

Met with B. Brown(Wells) regarding renovations to locker rooms at the Athletic Center. 

Met with the Project Team about the changes to the Abbott Project. Met with J. Place and T. Zwigard regarding their dock applications. Continue to research questions asked about Codes and Zoning questions asked by village residents. 

Continue to do a Plan Review of the Abbott Project. 

January 30, 2013 
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CZEO 

VILLAGE of AURORA CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE 

Mick Piech uta - Code Enforcement Officer 456 Main Street, Aurora N.Y. 13026 Phone 315-364-7293 

YEARLY REPORT - 2012 

Number of Permits: 8 Special Permits: 3 

New Homes 
1 

Commercial 
0 

Sheds/Garages/Decks 
2 

Renovations/Alterations 
4 

Systems 
1 

Other 
....Q 

8 

Fee's 
$ 10,669.00 

Added value to Village $ 5,500,369.00 

Dear Mick:

 

Based on our conversation yesterday, you informed me that the Koepp/Places and Zwigards dock applications do not have to comply with the set-back requirements in the Village of Aurora's Local Law.  However, I reviewed the Local Law and believe that the set-back requirements do in fact apply to the Koepp/Place and Zwigard dock applications. 

  Since my family's 40 foot strip property separates the property west of the 40 foot strip from the Zwigards and Koepp/Place properties east of the 40 foot strip, the property west of the 40 foot strip is a separate parcel which has no street frontage and is a lot of odd shape.  

 The definition of "Side Yard" (Number 76 of Section 201) states that a yard on a lot having no street frontage or a lot of odd shape shall be a side yard.  Therefore, the "yard" west of my family's 40 foot strip is a side yard and the side set-backs of 10 feet applies as indicated in Section 405(A)(6)(a).  

 After you have had a chance to review the above, I request that you reconsider your position on the set-back requirements concerning the Zwigard and Koepp/Place dock applications.

 Also, I understand that the Koepp/Place and Zwigard dock applications have been forwarded to the Community Preservation Panel and are on the Agenda for the February 6th meeting.  

 

However:

         The applications submitted do not contain plans and elevations for the docks and samples of materials to be used for the docks as required by Section 706(B) of the Local Law.  

         Also, the drawings submitted are misleading and completely inaccurate in that the locations of the easements have not been determined, 

         the drawings are not to scale, making it impossible to determine the actual location of the docks.   

         The fact is, that the Zwigards and Koepp/Places are attempting to attach their docks to my family's property. 
         The property involved does not have a tax map number for either of the applicants.  The only tax map number that relates to this property is ours.
 

Importantly, the Planning Board has recently determined that these applications were, among other things, inaccurate and misleading and therefore not accepted.  

 Based on the above, I am requesting that these applications not be accepted and taken off the February 6th agenda.  

 

Thank you,

 Laura Holland

 

 

Cc:  Chris MacCormick 

       Nancy Gil

January 2013 Historian's Report to the Village Board, Village of Aurora 

Update on current activities: 

Additions to the collection: Two dresses that originally belonged to Kate Morgan, from her great​granddaughter, Kate Morgan Wyckoff-Holmes, and two copies of Henry Morgan's original 1863-1865 plan for Oak Glen Cemetery from Tom Gunderson. Dave Brooks gave permission to copy other important materials related to Oak Glen. Linda Kabelac, Karl Kabelac and Ginger and Greg Johnson provided much-appreciated volunteer help at various times. 

Research: In addition to answering the usual questions, I have provided the NYS Office of General Services in Albany and the County's Real Property Office with information (new to both offices) on lot numbers and owners prior to 1805. I have also worked with timber-framer Seth Brewster and barn specialist Charlie Pomada to photo-document historic outbuildings at the Gould (Bush) farm. As of yesterday, Town Historian Judy Furness and I learned that Cornell seems to be planning to tear down the "Pioneer House" on Poplar Ridge Road. We are working on getting more information in hopes of preventing this. 

Historical reflection: 

This past fall the Village conducted a "Hazard Mitigation" survey for the County. This survey focused on physical infrastructure, but social factors also affect disaster readiness. A recent article in The New Yorker 1 compared how two poor neighborhoods on Chicago's South Side fared in a dangerous heat wave. The neighborhood with a mix of small businesses and community organizations like churches and clubs had less than one-tenth the mortality of the one that lacked them. 

What is especially interesting about this story is that the neighborhood that survived better also fared better than some affluent neighborhoods on the North Side. This reinforces something that we in Aurora are especially concerned about. "Bedroom community," like "non-resident community," is an oxymoron: real community means that people know one another and help one another. Until fairly recently, Aurora had a strong social fabric, with many small, locally owned businesses, home occupations, agriculture, and a great variety of organizations. This diversity also supported greater population diversity, both economic and racial. Today there are many practical resources - costing little in money or time - to help municipalities strengthen the social fabric in these and other ways. 

But of course this happens only if people work to make it happen. Here the history of Aurora has a darker side. For example, our neighbors outside the Village call attention to a lack of compassion here. One aspect is how misunderstandings spiral out of control. The Village Board is setting an important example of transparent operations, and if other boards follow suit, it will be helpful. Where laws are difficult to interpret, it would be better to rewrite the law for clarity. Clarity and direct, neighborly communication make people feel respected, and encourage working together. 

In evaluating Aurora's readiness to meet the unexpected, it is important to think about how well the community can pull together. We know that this happened in the past, in response to (for example) 

· The burning of Old Main 

· The 1919 fire 

· The Depression, and, in our time, 

· The death of KD Zabriskie and the children. 

How would Aurora fare today? Do we have the community cohesion to get through the unexpected? 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda S. Schwab, Village Historian 

1 Eric Klingenberg, "Adaptation: How can cities be 'climate-proofed'?" The New Yorker Jan 7, 2013. 

VB Resolution #2013-01: SUPPORT FOR NYS-CONTACT INFORMATION FOR VACANT STRUCTURES

WHEREAS, vacant, abandoned and foreclosed homes and structures have proliferated throughout New York State over the last five years; and
WHEREAS, vacant structures that are not maintained for months at a time degrade and depreciate the value of the vacant structure as well as the value of surrounding properties: and

WHEREAS, lending institutions that hold mortgages on said vacant structures do not always provide the contact information of a responsible party; and 

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A.88 and Assembly Bill A.824, currently pending, would make it mandatory for lending institutions to provide contact information of responsible parties regarding vacant structures; and require good faith in obtaining a foreclosure; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Aurora Village Board of Trustees supports the passage of said Bills, 

Now therefore be it Resolved, that the Village of Aurora hereby supports the passage of said Bills and respectfully requests that the State Representatives who represents constituents in the Village of Aurora support the passage of said Bills.

Be It Further Resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to: NYS Senator Michael Nozzolio and Assemblyperson Gary Finch.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees voted to adopt Resolution #2013-01 at their regular meeting on January 30, 2013.

First: Trustee Farenthold

Second: Trustee Ominsky

AYES: Bennett, Farenthold, Murphy, Ominsky and Taylor

NAYS: None

Motion carried unanimously

I, Ann Balloni, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution passed by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora at its regular meeting held on January 30, 2013, and members of the Village Board of Trustees had due notice of said meeting, and further that such Resolution has been fully recorded in the Village Clerks books.

In witness thereof, I have hereunto set my hand the 30 day of January 2013.

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

Village of Aurora

