


DRAFT
Village of Aurora Board of Trustees February 21, 2018 Minutes  
Meeting held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room at 7:00 pm

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Grace Bates, Janet Murphy, Alan Ominsky, and Kit Van Orman

Others Present

Village Officials: Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Planning Board member Pat Foser, ZBA member Laura Holland and Historian Dr. Linda Schwab
The Citizen newspaper: Megan Earhart
Members of the public: Matt Bianconi, David Brooks and G. Alan Clugston

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance

Changes to the Agenda:  Added water study update under Old Business and Executive Session following New Business

Approval of Minutes:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the January 16, 2018 meeting minutes.
[bookmark: _Hlk508110125]AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Announcements

Mayor:  Mayor Bennett announced that there is a meeting at the Thirsty Owl winery on March 1st regarding the proposed incinerator project in Romulus.

Results from the housing survey were received, but new members of the authority want time to analyze the data before releasing their report.

Clerk:  Ms. Balloni informed the trustees that they are invited to the Community Fund gala on Friday, March 16th at Auburn Public Theater.  Ms. Balloni also referred to the voucher for NYCOM dues noting that they have not raised dues in eight consecutive years.

Visitor Recognition:  Dr. Schwab noted an article in the Citizen on another PILOT (Payment in lieu of Taxes) request from the Inns of Aurora for the Shakelton hotel project.  Dr. Schwab was informed that a public hearing will be scheduled in Aurora by the Cayuga County Industrial Development Agency for comment on the Inns of Aurora request. Discussion followed on the effects this tax abatement will have on the Village.

Treasurer’s Report:  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the village board voted to approve the December Treasurer’s Report.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Trustee Bates questioned how to get information on the fund balance for the village. Ms. Brooks informed her that it’s noted in the annual budget as well as the reports included in their meeting packets each month.

Budget Modifications

General:  $17.50 From: A1990.4 Contingent Account
	   $17.50  To: A1010.4 Board of Trustees-Contractual

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to accept the Budget Modifications in the General Fund.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Bills

General:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the General Fund Abstract #9 for payment.
Voucher #299, 300, 303-307, 309-313, 317-322, 324-330, and 332-335
Total:  $12,419.97
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Water:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Water Fund Abstract #9 for payment.
Voucher #301, 302, 309, 313, 314, 322, 324, 326, 329 and 331
Total:  $4,576.99
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Sewer:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract #9 for payment.
Voucher #304, 305, 307-309, 313, 315, 316, 323, 326, 327 and 329
Total:  $7,594.53
[bookmark: _Hlk508193224]AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Officer (see attached): Officer Doyle reported on recent permit activity.
 
Historian (see attached):  Dr. Schwab reported on recent queries and village/town projects.  Dr. Schwab also expressed her delight regarding the renovation project at the former Presbyterian Manse, designated village landmark, now owned by Ed & Christine Brennan.

Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Ominsky reported that electric power is scheduled for installation at Patrick Tavern on February 23rd.

Parks and Recreation:  Trustee Murphy inquired about the secchi disk mandated by the Cayuga County Health Department for water monitoring at the summer swim program.  The disk was ordered and received.

Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Van Orman reported that the safety committee continues to attempt to schedule a meeting with Wells College, the Aurora Volunteer Fire Department and the Inns of Aurora to discuss a disaster preparedness plan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Brooks noted that some streetlights are still malfunctioning and Ms. Van Orman replied that she will notify NYSEG again.

Trustee Bates remarked on complaints from residents regarding parking on court St and clogged storm drains.

Water and Sewer: Trustee Bates reported on an upcoming intra-municipal organizational meeting in Seneca Falls on April 19th and a Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB) update in Albany.

Mayor Bennett reported that the village attorney and engineer are revising the village water & sewer laws to reflect users outside of the village limits.  Trustee Van Orman questioned if there will be any negotiations between the village and the Inns of Aurora for extending any lines to the Bush farm, just outside the village boundary.  Mayor Bennett noted that there is already a water line installed by the property owner.  Trustee Bates questioned annexation and Mayor Bennett remarked that there hasn’t been any recent discussion.

Old Business

Water update: Mayor Bennett noted that a DRAFT copy of the county water plan from the Cayuga County Water & Sewer Authority (CCWSA) is being finalized for distribution.   The CCWSA is considering a regional plant funded by revenue from municipalities.  

Mayor Bennett recommended moving forward with village engineer, Ken Teter, conducting the water feasibility study for Aurora and consulting with Barton & Loguidice engineering firm.  Barton & Loguidice decreased the cost of the study from $70,000.00 to $40,000.00 and Wells College and the Inns of Aurora have agreed to split the cost.

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Bates, the village board voted to continue with a village water feasibility study and request written confirmation of the shared $40,000.00 cost from Wells College and the Inns of Aurora.
[bookmark: _Hlk508193953]AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Wells College requested funding from the village and the Inns of Aurora for $3,100.00 each of the $9,300.00 cost for GHD engineering firm to review the Wells water treatment plant capabilities for installing carbon filters to adsorb toxins from potential HAB.  

On motion by Mayor Bennett, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the village board voted to contract with GHD for $3,100.00 to pay 1/3 the cost of the carbon filter study of the Wells College water treatment plant, contingent on approval from the village attorney.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

New Business

Local Law #2 of 2018:  On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the village board voted to schedule a public hearing for Local Law #2 of 2018, The Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax Levy Limit, for March 21, 2018 at 7:00 pm.
[bookmark: _Hlk508195130]AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

VB RESOLUTION 18-05 OF 2018
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2018 ENTITLED 
THE WAIVER OF THE MAXIMUM REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY LIMIT

WHEREAS, the recent enactment of Chapter 97 of the Law of 2011 placed limits on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by or on behalf of any local government thereby place a “tax levy limit” on municipalities that is found in General Municipal Law § 3-c; and

WHEREAS, subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c expressly authorized the Village Board of Trustees to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Village Board of Trustees for one fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, by adoption of this local law, the Village Board of Trustees hereby reserves the right to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Village of Aurora and authorized the Village Board of Trustees to adopt a budget for fiscal year 2018 in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law 
§ 3-c; and

WHEREAS, this is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (20 & 27) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and

WHEREAS, at a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora, County of Cayuga, State of New York, held at the Village Hall, 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, at 7:00 p.m. on February 21, 2018, the following members of the Village Board of Trustees being present:

		BONNIE APGAR BENNETT, MAYOR
		GRACE BATES 
		JANET MURPHY
ALAN OMINSKY 
KIT VAN ORMAN
		
The instant Resolution came to be heard and considered:

	NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village Board of Trustees of 	the Village of Aurora as follows:

1.           The Village Board of Trustees hereby introduces Proposed Local Law #2 of 2018 in the form annexed hereto for consideration and adoption.
	
1. 	The Village Board of Trustees hereby determines that the aforementioned Local Law is a Type II action as defined in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(20&27) and accordingly, the Village Board of Trustees expressly determines that this action is not an action that requires review pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Action (“SEQRA”);

1. 	The Village Board of Trustees has properly noticed a Public Hearing on the Proposed Local Law #2 of 2018 to be held at Village Hall on March 21, 2018 beginning at 7:00 p.m.;

Now upon the Motion of Trustee Van Orman and Seconded by Trustee Ominsky a roll-call vote is tallied by the Village Clerk as follows:

Mayor   Bennett	AYE                  
Trustee	 Bates  	              AYE
Trustee Murphy	              AYE
Trustee Ominsky       	AYE   	
Trustee Van Orman   	AYE	   		    

At least 3 of the above-named Village Board of Trustee members having voted in the affirmative, this resolution is adopted this 21st day of February 2018.

Sewer relief request:  Mr. Richard Kegler submitted a request (attached) for sewer relief on his water/sewer account #1145.  The village board wanted more information on the problem and tabled a decision to the March board meeting.

Executive Session:  On motion by Trustee Bates, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the village board voted to enter into executive session at 8:15 pm to discuss personnel medical/employment history.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the village board voted to return to regular session at 9:12 pm, with no action taken in executive session.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the village board voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni
Village Clerk
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