


Village of Aurora Board of Trustees August 30, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes  
Meeting held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room at 9:00 a.m.

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Grace Bates, Matt Bianconi, Alan Ominsky, and Kit Van Orman

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni and Inns of Aurora General Manager Sue Edinger

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.

Mayor Bennett briefed the Board on the Cayuga County Water and Sewer Authority meeting that she attended. Which was a presentation on Chautagua and Genesee counties successful regional Water & Sewer systems.

Local Law #3 of 2018 Governing the Use and Supply of Water (attached): 

VILLAGE OF AURORA RESOLUTION #18-34
ENACTING LOCAL LAW # 3 OF 2018: GOVERNING THE USE AND SUPPLY OF WATER 

Introduced by:   Mayor Bennett
Seconded by:     Trustee Ominsky 
Dated:                August 30, 2018 


WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees (“Village Board”) of the Village of Aurora (“Village”) has carefully reviewed existing laws, regulations, and code(s) relating to water supply, usage, and governance, and has determined that it is in the best interests of the Village and its citizens to improve and enhance the Village’s ability to administer its water supply and usage laws and procedures; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the Village Board’s review, it has caused to have prepared a new local law for the purposes of providing more modern, uniform, understandable, and complete rules, regulations, procedures and understandings as to the use and management of the municipal water system(s), and to further clarify the requirements and expectations of users of water both inside and outside of Village boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, on July 18, 2018, during a regularly held and properly convened Village Board meeting the Village Board introduced proposed Local Law #3 of 2018, entitled “Rules and Regulations Governing the Use and Supply of Water”, to be commonly known as and referred to as the Village of Aurora “Water Regulations”; and 

WHEREAS, Local Law #3 of 2018, is intended to, and shall, repeal in its entirety and replace Village Local Law # 2 of 2016, relating to the use and supply of water in the Village in order to modernize and improve its laws which promote, preserve, and enhance the safety and welfare of its residents, businesses, property owners and visitors; and

WHERAS, each member of the Village Board of Trustees has had the opportunity to carefully review the proposed Local Law in its final form and acknowledges the same having been provided to him/her at least ten (10) days prior the date of this meeting in conformance with the mandates of Section 20 of the New York State Municipal Home Rule Law, such that each is fully advised of, and comprehends, its contents; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of the proposed Local Law is considered a policy making action which is identified as a “Type II” action pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), and is therefore exempt from environmental review under SEQRA, 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)27; and
WHEREAS, a duly convened and noticed public hearing having been held by the Village Board at approximately 7:00 p.m. on August 16, 2018 at the Village Office, at 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, on proposed Local Law #3 of 2018, and proof of publication of notice of same, as required by law, has been submitted and filed, and all persons desiring to be heard in connection with said proposed Local Law having been heard; and
WHEREAS, the Cayuga County GML239-1 m & n Review Committee duly conducted a review of this law on August 23rd, 2018, and recommended enactment without change; and
WHEREAS, it is deemed by the Village Board to be in the public interest to enact proposed Local Law #3 of 2018:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Aurora hereby does enact proposed Local Law #3 of 2018 in its final form as annexed hereto. 


	The question of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call was as follows: 

Trustee  Matthew Bianconi		AYE
Trustee  Kit Van Orman			AYE
Trustee  Grace Bates			AYE	
Trustee  Alan Ominsky			AYE 
Mayor   Bonnie Apgar Bennett		AYE 


Vote:  Resolution carried by a vote of 5 to 0.

Local Law #5 of 2018 Regarding Rules and Regulations Governing Sewers: Mayor Bennett reviewed the updates to the sewer law with the Board and asked that they contact her no later than Tuesday, September 4 with any questions/comments/changes. Specifically, Mayor Bennett asked the Board to consider residents within the Village who are not directly connected to the sewer system.

[bookmark: _Hlk520301095]RESOLUTION #18-35 INTRODUING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 
TO REPEAL AND REPLACE LOCAL LAW REGARDING RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING SEWERS

Introduced by:   Mayor Bennett
Seconded by:     Trustee Ominsky 
Dated:                August 30, 2018 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village Aurora, held on the 30th day of August 2018:
WHEREAS, the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees (“Board of Trustees”) seeks to promote and protect the public health, safety, and welfare by establishing regulations for the use of the public sewer system of the Village of Aurora; and 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has previously adopted Local Law #5 of 2015 (herein “Local Law #5-15”) regarding the regulating sewers; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees deemed to be in the best interests of the Village of Aurora to conduct an in-depth review of said Local Law #5-15 and to revise and update the regulations contained therein in order to improve and enhance the Village’s ability to administer such regulations and to clarify the requirements expected of users of sewers both inside and outside the Village boundaries; and  
WHEREAS, as a result of such review, the Board of Trustees deems it to be in the interests of the Village of Aurora to repeal and replace Local Law #5-15 with revised provisions introduced herein as Local Law #5 of 2018; and 
WHEREAS, this is a policy making action which is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (27) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
1. The Village Board of Trustees hereby introduces Proposed Local Law #5 of 2018 in the form annexed hereto for consideration and adoption.
2. The Board of Trustees hereby determines that the adoption of the aforementioned Local Law #5 of 2018 is a policy making action which is a Type II action as defined in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(27) and accordingly, the Board of Trustees expressly determines that this action is not an action that requires review pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Action (“SEQRA”).
3. The Board of Trustees shall hold a public hearing on the 19thth day of September 2018 at approximately 7:00 P.M., at the Village Office, at 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, pursuant to Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, for the purpose of hearing all persons for or against the proposed Local Law which provides for the regulation of public sewer through the Village Sewer System as well as the use of private sewer supply systems in the Village of Aurora.  
4. The Board of Trustees shall forward a copy of Local Law #5 of 2018 to the Cayuga County GML239-1 m & n Review Committee; and
5. That the Village Clerk is authorized and directed to cause a copy of the proposed Local Law in its final form to be mailed to each of the trustees at least ten (10) days exclusive of Sundays before final action shall be taken thereon; and to cause notice of the public hearing to be published at least five (5) days before the public hearing.

Trustee  Matthew Bianconi			AYE
Trustee  Kit Van Orman			AYE
Trustee  Grace Bates				AYE	
Trustee  Alan Ominsky			AYE 
Mayor Bonnie Apgar Bennett			AYE 

The foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted this 30th day of August 2018.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Water Agreement: The Village Board reviewed a proposed Water Agreement for new users outside the Village limits. 

VILLAGE OF AURORA RESOLUTION #18-36
ADOPTING UNIFORM WATER SUPPLY AGREEMENT FOR OUT OF DISTRICT USERS

Introduced by:   Mayor Bennett 
Seconded by:     Trustee Bates
Dated:                August 30, 2018 


WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees (“Village Board”) of the Village of Aurora (“Village”) has carefully reviewed existing laws, regulations, and code(s) relating to water supply, usage, and governance, and has determined that it is in the best interests of the Village and its citizens to improve and enhance the Village’s ability to administer its water supply and usage laws and procedures; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the Village Board’s review, it has caused to be prepared a new local law identified and known as Local Law #3 of 2018 for the purposes of providing more modern, uniform, understandable, and complete rules, regulations, procedures and understandings as to the use and management of the municipal water system(s), and to further clarify the requirements and expectations of users of water both inside and outside of Village boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, on August 30, 2018, during a regularly held Village Board meeting the Village Board enacted Local Law #3 of 2018, entitled “Rules and Regulations Governing the Use and Supply of Water”, to be commonly known as and referred to as the Village of Aurora “Water Regulations”; and 

WHEREAS, Local Law #3 of 2018, provides in pertinent part that no property located outside the Village limits shall be serviced by or connected (either directly or indirectly) to the Village Water System except upon application to the Village Water Department and approval by the Board of Trustees and provides further that no application shall be considered unless there is a fully executed written agreement pertaining to the provision of water for each Premises to be served by the Village Water System; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees deems it to be in the Village’s best interest(s) to develop a standardized Water Supply Agreement to better administer and regulate the sale of water to Customers located outside the Village; and

WHEREAS, in light of the above goals and concerns the Village Board has asked counsel to the Village, Cheney & Blair, LLP, to prepare draft documents for the review and consideration of the Village Board, which has resulted in the creation of a proposed Village Water Supply Agreement, which is attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, this is a routine administrative action and therefore constitutes a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (20) of the implementing regulations under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review; and 

WHERAS, each member of the Village Board of Trustees has had the opportunity to carefully review the proposed Local Law in its final form and acknowledges the same having been provided to him/her at least ten (10) days prior the date of this meeting in conformance with the mandates of Section 20 of the New York State Municipal Home Rule Law, such that each is fully advised of, and comprehends, its contents; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed by the Village Board to be in the public interest to adopt the attached Water Supply Agreement to be used in all transactions involving the sale of water to users located outside the Village limits:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that: 

1. The Village Board hereby adopts as a standardized form for use in the sale of water to users located outside the Village the attached “Water Supply Agreement”, which may be amended from time to time by the Village Board via resolution as the Village Board deems necessary or advisable; and      

2. The Village Board finds and determines that the rate to be charged to users located outside the Village limits shall be 1 1/2 times the rate charged to users located inside the Village. 

3. The Village Board hereby finds and determines that the within action is a “Type II” action, not subject to SEQR, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(20), and therefore is exempt from any further environmental review; and

4. The Village Supervisor and Village Clerk are authorized to take whatever actions may be necessary to standardize the said Water Supply Agreement and make the same available to members of the public at the Village Clerk’s office.

	The question of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call was as follows: 

Trustee  Matthew Bianconi		AYE
Trustee  Kit Van Orman			AYE
Trustee  Grace Bates			AYE	
Trustee  Alan Ominsky			AYE 
Mayor   Bonnie Apgar Bennett		AYE 

Vote:  Resolution carried by a vote of 5 to 0.


Inns of Aurora Spa Project, Lead Agency Discussion: The Village Board considered their request for Lead Agency for the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) of the Inns of Aurora application to build a spa in the Town of Ledyard, just east of the Village limits.  The Board contends that the impact of the project is greater on the Village than the Town due to issues like traffic, parking, drainage and runoff. The Village has also conducted many SEQRs for the Inns of Aurora projects through the years and have consultants available familiar with these projects.  Lead Agency status for the Village would also open the door for a Generic Environmental Impact Study (GEIS) to include the effect the Inns of Aurora properties and projects, current and future, will have on the Village.

Though the Village has Involved Agency status in the SEQR process, contingent on the Inns obtaining Village water/sewer for the project, the Board believes that their experience along with being named Lead Agency will ensure a comprehensive, thorough review of all the impacts. The Town of Ledyard disagrees arguing that the project is located solely in their jurisdiction justifying their claim for Lead Agency status. To settle the dispute, the New York State Department of Conservation (NYSDEC) reviews the party’s arguments and makes their determination.

The Village of Aurora is an Involved Agency for the SEQR because of the Inns of Aurora’s request to obtain water/sewer service from the Village. However, Ms. Edinger informed the Board that the Inns are considering alternatives for water/sewer service, effectively curtailing the Village’s involvement. The NYSDEC could take up to four months to decide on the Lead Agency dispute and the Inns will not delay the project waiting on the decision. Though the Village would remain an Interested Agency, given its proximity, the Village would no longer have any permitting power.  

Mayor Bennett referred to an email from Wendy Marsh, Inns of Aurora attorney, indicating that the Inns would consider a GEIS of the Inns properties and projects within the village if the Village will move forward with amending the zoning law to allow a conference center at Taylor House.  Ms. Edinger explained that the Inns plan to convert Taylor House (396 Main St) to a conference center has been held up for a year because the zoning law does not allow for conference centers in the residential zone and the Village Board amendment process has stalled. Ms. Edinger further explained that a GEIS cannot be completed without a project and until the zoning law is updated the Inns projects within the village are in limbo.

Mayor Bennett explained that the Village Board’s priority of late has been researching water system options due to Wells College decision to no longer supply water to the Village.  Mayor Bennett remarked that the feasibility study is completed, and the grant application paperwork was filed this week freeing the Board to focus on the zoning law amendments.

The Board also discussed the importance of re-starting negotiations with the Inns regarding commercial properties and keeping all lines of communication open between the Village, the Inns and Wells College. 

The Village Board discussed if they wanted to continue their pursuit for Lead Agency of the spa project.  The members questioned Ms. Edinger if she could assure them that the Village will be the water/sewer provider for the spa which will keep the Village as an Involved Agency.  Ms. Edinger replied that she and Ms. Marsh need time to review the Water User Agreement approved earlier by the Board.  Mayor Bennett reminded Ms. Edinger that the NYSDEC is waiting on the Village and the Town to file formal requests for Lead Agency status and the Village indicated that they would give them their decision by Friday, August 31 (the next day). Ms. Edinger responded that she and Ms. Marsh will review the document, along with the new amended water law, and contact Mayor Bennett with their thoughts.
The Village Board agreed that their preference is to remain an Involved Agency for the SEQR of the spa project and, if the Inns agree to obtain their water from the Village, the Board will withdraw the request for Lead Agency.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to relinquish their request for Lead Agency status of the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) of the Inns of Aurora spa project in the Town of Ledyard, contingent upon the Inns of Aurora signing the Water User Agreement with the Village.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Bianconi, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 a.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk524002574]AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Bianconi, Ominsky, and Van Orman
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni
Village Clerk
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