Village of Aurora Board of Trustees August 24, 2018 Work Session Minutes  
The meeting was held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room at 9:00 am

Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Grace Bates, Matt Bianconi and Alan Ominsky

Absent: Kit Van Orman

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni and Village Engineer Ken Teter

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the work session to order at 9:05 am

The Village Board briefly discussed their request for Lead Agency for the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) of the Inns of Aurora spa project in the Town of Ledyard.  It was noted that if the Inns decide not to obtain water/sewer from the Village then the Village would no longer be considered an Involved Agency for the SEQR. 

Mr. Teter confirmed that the option of digging wells and treating their own water along with adding a leach field is certainly plausible given the amount of land owned by the applicant.  Mr. Teter added that along with the options of obtaining water/sewer from the Village, constructing their own supply system or connecting directly to Wells College, a fourth option could be to pipe water directly from Cayuga Lake.

Water Plant Options

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Teter explained that the deadline for application to the EFC for grant funding for a water plant is August 27th, necessitating a decision by the Village Board for their preference. Mr. Teter discussed 3 options; building a new water plant for Aurora, partnering with the Cayuga County Water & Sewer Authority (CCWSA) on a regional plant, or connecting with Union Springs.  Mr. Teter clarified that they need a decision for the application, but they can amend so long as the essence of the project is the same.  Mr. Teter added that the Village Board can also apply next year, perhaps with the CCWSA, but cautioned that funding this year does not necessarily mean funding next year.

The Village Board expressed concern that the CCWSA have not reached a decision with their feasibility study, so it is risky to go with that option on the funding application.  Mayor Bennett advised looking at the big picture when considering building their own plant with the potential for additional users currently not served by a municipal water supply.  The trustees indicated that the more fiscally responsible solution is to connect with Union Springs and see how the CCWSA study plays out.

Mayor Bennett questioned if they can propose two options on the application.  Mr. Teter checked and discovered that that is allowed.  The Village Board instructed Mr. Teter to propose the two narratives on the application and to keep the Board apprised.

Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 am
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Bianconi, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni
Village Clerk



