Village of Aurora Board of Trustees 

Regular Meeting August 21, 2013 
Present: Mayor Bennett, Trustees Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

Absent: Murphy

Others Present: Village Clerk, Ann Balloni; Treasurer, Deborah Brooks; Village Historian, Dr. Linda Schwab; Planning Board member, Pat Foser; Village Residents, David Brooks, Laura Holland and Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs.
Call to Order: Mayor Bennett called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00pm and all rose for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes 

June 19, 2013 Minutes – On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the June 19, 2013 minutes.
AYES: Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

July 17, 2013 Minutes – On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the July 17, 2013 minutes.

AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Changes to Agenda

· Resolutions regarding on street parking on Cherry Ave. and Wells Rd. will be discussed under Old Business.

· Defining the role of the Village Historian will be discussed under New Business.

Announcements

Mayor:  

· Attended a meeting with Trustee Van Orman in the Town of Owasco regarding the redesigning of Rt. 81 around Syracuse.  Several municipalities in the area have passed resolutions concerned with altering the flow of traffic though no final decision from the New York State Department of Transportation is forthcoming soon.
· No decision has been made yet regarding re-powering CSE Cayuga in Lansing (formerly Milliken Station).  Options are, extending a 17 mile gas line from Ithaca or transmission routes from NYSEG.  
· Gave Wells College interim president DeWitt a tour of Aurora

· The New York State Comptroller’s Office is auditing the village beginning August 29, 2013.
Visitor Recognition:  No comments
Treasurer’s Report:  No report this month.

Budget Modifications  2012-2013 Year End
General Fund:  $82.00 From A1620.2 Buildings – Equipment To A1620.12 Buildings – Custodian – Personal Services

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Budget Modifications for the General Fund.

AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Abstract #3
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the General Fund Abstract #3 for payment adding #125 from A1410.43 for $7.17 to Clerk Ann Balloni for reimbursement for a certified mailing.
Voucher #s 91-94, 97-102, 104, 106, 107, 109-116, 118, 121, 122, and 125.

Total:  $5,796.66
AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board approved the Water Fund Abstract #3 for payment.

Voucher #s 90, 102, 103, 108, 116, 119, 120, 122, and 123..

Total: $3,299.98
AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board approved the Sewer Fund Abstract #3 for payment adding #124 from G8190.4 for $150.00 (ABC test fee) to

New York State Water Environmental Association.

Voucher #s 91, 93, 96, 100-102, 105, 107, 108, 116, 122, and 124.
Total: $4,743.51

AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Van Orman, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the Park/Playground Renovation Abstract #3 for payment.

Voucher #117.

Total:  $331.88
AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board voted to approve the Post Office Renovation Abstract #3 for payment.

Voucher #s 92 and 95.
Total: $3,013.00

AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Enforcement Officer:  Report attached to these minutes.

Village Historian: Report attached to these minutes.

Mayor Bennett questioned Dr. Schwab on the boundaries of the Historic District and, to the best of Dr. Schwab’s knowledge, all of the Village of Aurora including Wells College is part of the Historic District, though some buildings within the village are classified as “intrusions” and the designation of village landmarks needs updating. 

Buildings and Grounds: Trustee Ominsky reported that the new steps to the village park are not aligned correctly with the sidewalk in back of the post office.  All agreed the alignment can be repaired during the next phase of the post office project.  
Nick Bogel-Burroughs remarked that the new steps to the village park are “awkward” due to their size and Mayor Bennett and Trustee Ominsky explained that it was necessary for placement of the steps, that it was purposeful to ensure a slower pace, and should be somewhat less awkward when the hand railing is installed.
Parks and Recreation: Report attached to these minutes.
Streets and Public Safety:  Update regarding on-street parking on Cherry Ave. and Wells Rd. will be discussed under Old Business.
Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported:
· Mike White has applied for the final class needed for his 2A License for Assistant Plant Operator certification.  

· Water use for July was the lowest for any summer month.

· The Village of Weedsport is no longer taking our sludge and Superintendent Wilmot is looking into viable, and affordable, alternatives.  Discussion ensued on the cost and long term sustainability of removing and transporting our sludge vs. composting it ourselves.  
· We may need to increase water and sewer rates next year.

Old Business

RESOLUTION #13-42 TO DESIGNATE WELLS ROAD A NO PARKING ZONE

WHEREAS Wells Road is not wide enough to accommodate on-street parking per New York State Fire Code section 503 and;

WHEREAS the Village Office has received several complaints from Wells Road residents that vehicles cannot pass safely when cars are parked on the street and;

WHEREAS emergency vehicles require access per New York State Fire Code section 503, sub section 503.2.1;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that No Parking signs be posted on Wells Road.

FIRST: Taylor

SECOND: Ominsky

AYES:  Bennet, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Carried unanimously.
RESOLUTION #13-43 TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING TO RETURN CHERRY AVENUE TO A TWO WAY STREET

WHEREAS due to on street parking, Cherry Avenue is not wide enough to accommodate emergency vehicle access, per New York State Fire Code 503 and;

WHEREAS emergency vehicles require access per New York State Fire Code 503, sub section 503.2.1 and;

WHEREAS Cherry Avenue will be designated a no parking zone with two way traffic and;

WHEREAS the handicapped parking space on Cherry Avenue will be moved to Main Street, subject to New York State Department of Transportation approval and;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Board of Trustees schedule a public hearing for discussion of Cherry Avenue parking/traffic concerns on September 18, 2013 at 7:00 pm.

FIRST:  Taylor

SECOND:  Ominsky

AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor and Van Orman

NAYS:  None

Carried unanimously.
Laura Holland commented that moving handicap access to Main Street could be difficult for the disabled due to having to walk up the hill to access the library/Morgan Opera House.   Mayor Bennett replied that issue should be addressed at the public hearing.

Sunset Beach: Mayor Bennett reported a few more signatures are required in order to go forward with the Quit Claim Deed.
New Business

Fire District Lease Agreement (copy attached to these minutes):  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Village Board approved the 2014 annual lease agreement with the Aurora-Ledyard Fire District at $28,052.77, paid in monthly installments 
AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Village Historian Role (letter attached to these minutes):  Mayor Bennett discussed with the Village Board having the Village Historian take a more active role in the zoning process in regard to demolitions.  Village Historian, Dr. Schwab, submitted a Documentation Process (a copy attached to these minutes) outlining the “Why, What, and How” of keeping historical records of buildings within the village slated for demolition.  Dr. Schwab would work directly with the Village Code Enforcement Officer during the documentation process.   
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the documentation form submitted by Dr. Schwab and include it with the packet given to applicants applying for a demolition permit with the understanding that it may require amending by the Trustees, Historian or Code Officer.
AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Discussion ensued on the responsibility of the Village Office regarding informal reports supplied to private citizens by the Village Historian.  The Village Board agreed that anything beyond a simple query should be made a matter of public record.
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Van Orman, the Village Board voted to require posting of informal historian’s reports on the Village Website per APHNYS (Association of Professional Historians of New York State) standards, excluding any private/personal information.

AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Rental Laws:  Discussion ensued regarding the increasing number of short term rental units being offered and advertised in the village. Mayor Bennett informed the Village Board that Planning Board member, Pat Foser, has done extensive research regarding permanent vs. transient housing and how it relates to the current Village Zoning Law. Through Ms. Foser’s discussions with Mayor Bennett, Planning Board Chair, Nancy Gil, Village Code Enforcement Officer, Michael Piechuta, as well as New York State Residential Code Authority, it has been determined that several of these properties are in violation of local and New York State laws.  As the Village is libel when zoning laws are not enforced, the Village Board agreed that, upon consultation with Village Attorney Tom Blair, all violators will be notified and citations/fines levied as applicable.  
Further discussion ensued regarding the direction of the village as fewer homes are occupied by full time residents. Mayor Bennett presented three options to consider: 

1. No short term rentals allowed in the village.

2. No policy regarding short term rentals.

3. Allowing only owner occupied short term rentals (per Village Zoning Law 2008 section 901.B.2.a)

All board members present agreed with Option 3 in order to maintain the residential character of the village and allow for home occupation income.  

Adjournment:  On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm.

AYES:  Bennett, Ominsky, Taylor, and Van Orman.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

PAGE  
4

