Minutes
Village of Aurora Board of Trustees
Annual Organizational Meeting
April 16, 2014
Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Present:  Mayor Bennett, Grace Bates, Janet Murphy, and Alan Ominsky

Absent:  Kit Van Orman

Others Present:  Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Code Enforcement Officer Michael Piechuta, Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, Cayuga County Legislator Keith Batman, Village residents Dave Brooks, Laura Holland, and Elizabeth Knight

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the Annual Organizational meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Annual Appointments

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village Board approved the following appointments:

Deputy Mayor – Janet Murphy
Village Clerk/Tax Collector – Ann Balloni
Village Deputy Clerk/Sub Tax Collector/Treasurer – Deborah Brooks
Village Attorney – Thomas Blair
Village Code Enforcement Officer – Michael Piechuta
Village Historian – Dr. Linda Schwab

Swearing In Ceremony:  Newly elected Village officials; Mayor Bennett, Trustee Bates, and Trustee Murphy, as well as Annual Appointees; Clerk Balloni, Treasurer Brooks, CEO Piechuta, and Historian Schwab were officially sworn in and all signed the Oath book.  

Mayor Bennett will announce the new Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals appointments at the May Village Board meeting.

Annual Resolutions

VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-12
DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

BE IT RESOLVED that The Citizen is hereby designated to be the official newspaper of the Village of Aurora.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Murphy
AYES: Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-13
DATES OF REGULAR and SPECIAL MEETINGS

WHEREAS; the Open Meetings Law requires that the news media and public must have at least 72 hours notice prior to the holding of any regularly scheduled meeting  [Public Officers Law 104(1)].  This can be accomplished by notifying the public and the news media of each specified meeting.  Alternatively, the board may authorize the clerk to send a single letter to the news media, with a corresponding public posting of a notice indicating the schedule of the regular board meetings, as adopted by the board of trustees at the organizational meeting. This notice to both the news media and the public should state the dates of the meetings, the place of the meetings, and the times at which the meetings will be held, and

WHEREAS; no state law prescribes the number of frequency of meetings which must be held by a board of trustees.  The board of trustees decides, by resolution adopted at the organizational meeting, when they will meet, and also,

WHEREAS; no state law prescribes the procedure for calling or  holding a special meeting of the board of trustees.  There is often confusion as to who can call, or reqire a special meeting.  With regard to special meetings, the Open Meetings Law requires that notice be given to the news media and to the public as soon as practicable after the calling of the special meeting.  See Public Officers Law 104(2), and

WHEREAS; notice requirements to village officials are not stated in stature, but case law has indicated that any notice procedure adopted must be reasonably calculated to ensure that all members of the board of trustees have notice of the meeting.  This may be accomplished  by having the village clerk contact each member individually, or by having individual trustees contact other trustees by letter, phone, or personally.  In adopting such rules, it is wise to remembber that is some emergency situations it may be necessary to call a special meeting on quite short notice.  Thus, the procedure should be flexible, without any provisions which might delay the meeting.  Thus, a mailing is usually not a good method of calling a special meeting, and

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora shall meet on the third (3rd) Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM in the Firehouse Meeting Room.  Notification of a change in date, time or place shall be timely.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that Special Meetings of the Aurora Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora may be called by the Mayor or by the Clerk upon request of two members of the Board.  If called by the Clerk, the Mayor, the remaining Board Members and the Public shall BE given three (3) days notice unless an emergency exists, in which case notice shall be given as early as possible.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Organizational Meeting for 2015 shall be held on the third Wednesday in April (April 15, 2015).

FIRST: Trustee Murphy
SECOND: Trustee Ominsky
AYES: Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-14
RULES and PROCEDURES


BE IT RESOLVED that the meetings of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora shall be governed by Roberts’ Rules of Order.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Bates
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously



VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-15
PROCUREMENT POLICY

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees continue the Procurement Policy which was adopted on April 21, 2010.

FIRST: Trustee Bates
SECOND: Trustee Ominsky
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-16
ADVANCED APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

WHEREAS the Board of Trustees has determined to authorize payment in advance of audit of claims for public utility services, postage, freight and express charges, and credit card claims so as not to incur penalty fees, and

WHEREAS, all such claims shall be presented at the next regular meeting for audit, and

WHEREAS, the claimant and officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable for any amount disallowed by the Board of Trustees.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  

	Section 1:  that the Board of Trustees authorizes payment in advance of audit or claims for public utility services, postage, freight and express charges, credit card claims, and all such claims shall be presented at the next regular meeting for audit and the claimant and officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable for any amount disallowed by the Board of Trustees.

	Section 2:  that this resolution shall take effect immediately.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Murphy
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION 14-17
MILEAGE ALLOWANCE

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has determined to pay a fixed rate for mileage as reimbursement to officers and employees of the Village who use their personal automobiles while performing their official duties on behalf of the Village;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  

	Section 1.  that the Board of Trustees shall approve reimbursement to such officers and employees at the current IRS rate per mile.

	Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

FIRST: Trustee Bates
SECOND: Trustee Ominsky
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-18
ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOLS AND CONFERENCES


WHEREAS, there is to be held during the coming official year a) the New York State Conference of Mayors  Annual Meeting and Training School, b) The New York Conference of Mayors and Fall Training School for fiscal officers and municipal clerks; c) County Association Meetings; d) Annual Meetings; e) Training Schools, and f) etc.

WHEREAS, it is determined by the Board of Trustees that attendance by certain municipal officials and employees at one or more of these meetings, conferences or schools, benefits the municipality.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

	Section 1.  That the following officers and employees are hereby authorized to attend the following schools:  the mayor, trustees, clerk/tax collector, treasurer, WWTP operators, members of the Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Board and Community Preservation Panel  and Village Attorney.

	Section 2.  That this Resolution shall take place immediately.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Bates
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously





VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-19
DESIGNATION OF DEPOSITORIES

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees have determined that Village Law 4-412 (3) 2 required the designation of banks or treasuries for the deposit of all village monies:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

	Section 1.  That the Board of Trustees does hereby designate the following institutions as depositories of all monies received by the Village Treasurer, Clerk and Receiver of Taxes.

	Names of institutions:  	CAYUGA LAKE NATIONAL BANK
					TOMPKINS TRUST COMPANY
					FIRST NIAGARA COMMERICAL BANK

	Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

FIRST: Trustee Murphy
SECOND: Trustee Ominsky
AYES: Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-20
BENEFITS PACKAGE

HOLIDAYS
	
	*	New  Years Day
	*	Memorial Day
	*	Independence Day
	*	Labor Day
	*	Thanksgiving Day and Friday
	*	Christmas Day 

When News Year Day, Independence Day and Christmas Day fall on Sunday, employees shall have Monday off.  When they fall on Saturday, they shall  have Friday off.

When Christmas falls on a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, employees shall have one-half (1/2)  day on December 24th.

VACATIONS - NON-CUMULATIVE:

Ten (10) days after first year of employment
Fifteen (15) days after five (5) years of employment
Twenty (20) days after ten (10) years of employment

Vacation dates to be set in consultation with supervisor.

PERSONAL TIME - NON-CUMULATIVE:

Two (2) days in each of first five (5) years
Three (3) days in each year thereafter

SICK TIME – NON-CUMULATIVE

One day per month worked, cumulative to a total of sixty (60) working days.

*Non-cumulative - Not reimbursable if not used.

HEALTH INSURANCE (1/16/94):

1.  	Active Employees:

	a.	Full-time:  village will pay full cost of individual or family policy,  as 				provided through Excellus of Central New York.

b.	Part-time:  part-time employees are eligible for coverage but must pay the premium through payroll deduction.

2.	Retirees:

Full-time employees who have served the village faithfully and  conscientiously for at least 20 years and choose retirement at age 62 shall  have coverage continued until age 65 at which time the retiree shall be provided with individual medicare supplementary coverage.


RETIREMENT:

Coverage under the New York State and Employees Retirement System Tier III, Tier IV, Tier V, and Tier VI.  Coverage paid – 97% by the Village and 3% by the employee.

SOCIAL SECURITY:

Employer pays 7.65% of income earned by employee into system.  Employee  has a like amount deducted from earnings.


WORKERS’ COMPENSATION:

Coverage paid in full by employer for injury or illness of employee that occurs while at work.

NEW YORK DISABILITY INSURANCE:

Coverage paid in full by employee for injury or illness of employee that occurs while not at work.

FIRST:  Trustee Bates
SECOND: Trustee Ominsky
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-21
WORKPLACE VIOLENCE PREVENTION POLICY &
INCIDENT REPORTING


BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees continue the Workplace Violence Prevention Policy which was adopted on June 16, 2010.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Bates
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously

VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-22
SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY



BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees continue the Sexual Harassment Policy which was adopted on October 18, 2000.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Bates
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously


VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-23
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) EMPLOYMENT POLICY


BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees continue the American with Disabilities Employment Policy which was adopted on October 18, 2000.

FIRST: Trustee Bates
SECOND: Trustee Ominsky
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously

VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-24
RIGHT TO KNOW POLICY


WHEREAS New York State mandated local municipalities inform employees of the New York State Right to Know Policy regarding health effects and hazards of toxic substances and,

WHEREAS the Village of Aurora has continuously and conspicuously posted the New York State Right to Know Policy on Village properties,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees adopt the New York State Right to Know Policy.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Bates
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously




VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-25
CODE OF ETHICS POLICY


BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees continue the Code of Ethics Policy which was adopted on November 4, 1970.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Bates
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously

VB RESOLUTION NO. 14-26
AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF STANDARD WORK DAY AND REPORTING RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Village of Aurora is mandated by New York State to adopt a Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution; and

WHEREAS the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees considered Resolution #2014-08 at their April 16, 2014 Regular Meeting; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Aurora, Location code 40420, hereby establishes the following as standard work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based on the time keeping system records or the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body and post Resolution #14-26 on the Village of Aurora bulletin board for 30 days.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Murphy
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously


BOARD ASSIGNMENTS

BUILDING & GROUNDS: Alan Ominsky

RECREATION, PARKS & PUBLIC EVENTS: Janet Murphy

STREETS & PUBLIC SAFETY: Kit Van Orman

WATER & SEWER:  Grace Bates

On motion by Ominsky, seconded by Murphy, the Village Board voted to close the Annual Organizational Meeting at 7:25pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously

Minutes
Village of Aurora Board of Trustees
Regular Meeting
April 16, 2014
Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:26pm.  All remained present.

Approval of Minutes:  On motion by Ominsky, seconded by Murphy, the Village Board voted to approve the March 19, 2014 minutes.
AYES:  Bennett, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
ABSTAIN:  Bates
Motion carried unanimously

Announcements

Mayor:  
· Mayor Bennett read a letter from Village Resident Steve Taylor suggesting that the community would be better informed if the Village Newsletter was mailed to all residents.  As very few residents have requested a paper copy of the newsletter, though several have requested an emailed copy, the Village will continue with posting the newsletter on the Village website and on the bulletin board, supplying copies to the Village Post Office and the Aurora Free Library, and mailing/emailing to those who request a copy.  
· The Village and the Inns of Aurora signed a contract with BME to conduct the Village Traffic Study.  Mayor Bennett and Inns of Aurora General manager Sue Edinger visited the BME offices on April 10th.  
· The Village is still waiting on approval from the New York State Department of Transportation for the new Village signs.
· The design for the Village Fitness Trail presented by the Design Connect students on April 11th is still very tentative.  The goal is to have part of it finished by this summer with the funds received from Blessing of the Boats.  The students are hoping to continue the project into next semester.

Clerk:  
· Mayor Bennett, Trustee Murphy, Trustee Van Orman, and Trustee Bates plan to attend the April 29th Village Association meeting.
· The Village Safety Committee (Clerk Balloni, DPW Superintendent Kurt Wilmot, and CPP member Ed Easter) are attending a Discovery Stakeholders meeting on Flood Plain administration on May 13th.

Visitors:  Mayor Bennett welcomed Legislator Batman.  Mr. Batman informed those present he will try to attend as many Village Board meetings as possible, though there are often other obligations that may conflict.  Clerk Balloni extended Mr. Batman an invitation to the May 20th Village Association dinner, hosted by the Village of Aurora.

Treasurer’s Report:  On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to accept the April Treasurer’s report.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Budget Modifications

Treasurer Brooks informed the Board of two code corrections to the bills:

$113.00 From A8010.1  Zoning – Personal Services
              To      A8010.4 Zoning – Contractual

$63.84    From A1410.42  Clerk/Treasurer – Telephone
               To     A1410.41   Clerk/Treasurer - Postage

General Fund:  

$699.96  From A1990.4 Contingent Account
	   To     A1410.1  Clerk/Deputy Clerk - Personal Services

$282.98  From A1990.4  Contingent Account
	   To     A1410.41  Clerk/Treasurer – Computer/Copier

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to accept the Budget Modifications for the General Fund.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Murphy.
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Water Fund:

$68.83   From F1990.4  Contingent  Account
	  To     F8340.41 Transmission & Distribution

$311.11  From F1990.4  Contingent Account
	   To     F9060.8   Hospital and Medical Insurance

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to accept the Budget Modifications for the Water Fund.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously

Sewer Fund:  

$4000.00  From  G1990.4  Contingent Account
$  791.27  From  G8130.47  Sewage Treatment – Sludge
                 To       G8130.41  Sewage Treatment – Utilities

On motion by Trustee Murphy, seconded by Trustee Bates, the Village board voted to accept the Budget Modifications for the Sewer Fund
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Abstract #11

On motion by Murphy, seconded by Ominsky, the Village Board voted to approve the General fund Abstract #11 for payment.
Voucher #370, 372, 373, 375-380, 383-388, 390-398, 400, 401, and 403-406.
Total $10,488.78
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky.
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Ominsky, seconded by Murphy, the Village Board voted to approve the Water Fund Abstract #11 for payment.
Voucher #371, 379, 380, 389, 400, and 402.
Total $767.04
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to approve the Sewer Fund Abstract #11 for payment.
Voucher #372, 374, 379, 382, 386, 399, and 400.
Total $4,391.99
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports

Code Enforcement Officer:  Officer Piechuta submitted his monthly report (attached) and informed the board that the court date for Ms. Matz appearance ticket has been changed to May 27, 2014.

Historian:  Dr. Schwab submitted her monthly report (attached) highlighting her work with the Community Preservation Panel Committee, house documentation, recent queries, and her current interns.

Buildings and Grounds:  Trustee Ominsky reported he continues to make progress updating the Village computers to Windows 7.

Parks and Recreation:  Trustee Murphy reported continued discussions with local mothers regarding equipment for the Memorial Playground.  Trustee Murphy submitted proposed plans for a climbing unit, though the mothers she spoke with are still eager to fundraise for other options.

Trustee Murphy also reported that Carolyn Connors is taking the swim instructor certification class and the request for lifeguards will be published in the Rambling Reporter.

Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Murphy reported that NYSEG is replacing the pole in front of her house.  

The Board members discussed putting crosswalk signs at all Village crosswalks.  Mayor Bennett will discuss with Kurt Wilmot.

A call was received from Dr. Arleo complaining of Dories/Shakeltons patrons parking in front of his driveway.  Several others in attendance who live along Main St experience the same problem.  Mayor Bennett will discuss with Kurt Wilmot repainting the no parking areas.

Water and Sewer:  Trustee Bates reported that Wells College students are taking a tour of the DPW plant which she also plans to attend.

The United Ministry sent a letter requesting relief from their Water/Sewer bill following a burst pipe.  Treasurer Brooks reported speaking with Superintendent Wilmot and he suggested using an average of 2010 billing cycle to figure the corrected Sewer amount. This resulted in a reduction of $74.05.

On motion by Trustee Bates, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to forgive $74.05 from The United Ministry’s Water/Sewer bill.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

Budget:  Mayor Bennett informed all present that the Village Board was continuing the Public Hearing opened on March 19, 2014 for the Village of Aurora 2014-2015 budget.

Mayor Bennett asked for public comment and there was none.

On motion by Trustee Bates, seconded by Trustee Ominsky, the Village Board voted to adjourn the Public Hearing at 8:26pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

VB Resolution #14-27: To Adopt the 2014-2015 Village Budget

WHEREAS The Village of Aurora must adopt a yearly budget; and

WHEREAS a Public Hearing for the proposed budget was duly noticed in the Citizen newspaper; and 

WHEREAS  a notice was posted on the Village Website that a copy of the proposed budget was available for review in the Village Office during regular business hours; and

WHEREAS  a Public Hearing was held in the Village of Aurora Firehouse meeting room at 456 Main St in Aurora on March 19, 2014 at the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees and continued at the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees at the April 16, 2014 regular meeting;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Aurora pass the 2014-2015 budget with a tax rate of $2.15/$1000

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Bates
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Village Kiosk:  Mayor Bennett informed the Board that the Village of Union Springs expressed interest in buying the village kiosk for use at Frontenac Park.

Resolution #14-28 To Declare the Village Kiosk Surplus Equipment.


WHEREAS the Village of Aurora recently purchased an illuminated bulletin board for displaying village business; and

WHEREAS the area in front of the village post office is under renovation and;

WHEREAS the village kiosk is no longer necessary and had to be removed to complete the renovation; and

WHEREAS there is no viable use for the kiosk within the Village;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees declare the village kiosk surplus equipment and attempt to sell it.

FIRST: Trustee Ominsky
SECOND: Trustee Murphy
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

New Business

· Aurora is hosting the May Village Association dinner at the Aurora Inn on May 20th at 6:30pm.
· Mayor Bennett met with Inns of Aurora owner, Pleasant Rowland.  A cocktail reception for all board members will be held on May 15, 2014 at Rowland House from 5:30-8:30.
· New healthcare contracts show a $400 increase but the coverage is improved and includes dental and vision.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Cayuga County Scat Van contract is up for renewal and included is their annual funding request.

On motion by Ominsky, seconded by Murphy, the Village Board voted to donate $700 to the Cayuga County Scat Van.
AYES:  Bennett, Bates, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Ominsky, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Village Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm.
AYES:  Bennett, Battes, Murphy, and Ominsky
NAYS:  None
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,


Ann Balloni
Village clerk





