Planning Board of the Village of Aurora

Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Regular Monthly Meeting, July 14, 2010

Present:  Board Chair Nancy Gil, Ann Balloni, Frank Zimdahl, and Alan Connors.  Pat Bianconi arrived at 7:05 PM.

Also Present:  Village Clerk Dee Nance, Deborah Brooks, David Brooks, Dr. Robert Arleo and Grace Bates.

Gil opened the monthly meeting at 7:00 PM and presented the June 9th 2010 minutes to the board.  A motion of acceptance was made by Connors; seconded by Balloni.  Motion carried 4:0.  

Minutes from the July 7th, 2010 joint public hearing of the Community Preservation Panel and Planning Board had been submitted by Avery Ayers, chair of the CPP.  Gil read the minutes aloud and it was agreed that the minutes should be amended to include the statement, “One comment in support of the project was received.”  A motion of acceptance with the added statement was made by Zimdahl; seconded by Connors.  Motion carried 5:0. 

Announcements – Gil announced that the Cayuga County Planning Board is offering a class on Mining, Oil and Gas at the Auburn BOCES on July 21st at 7 PM.  Gil is planning to attend along with Elizabeth Knight who has been asked to monitor hydrofracturing issues for Mayor Bennett.  Connors, Zimdahl and Bianconi said they will also attend.  Bianconi will be at the regular Cayuga County Planning Board meeting at 6 PM, that same evening, as our representative.  

Gil announced that Mayor Bennett has formed an Amendments Subcommittee with the chairs of the three boards to review the current zoning law and make recommendations for revisions.  Gil reported that the Subcommittee had their first meeting today, July 14, 2010.  Gil reported that Mayor Bennett wants to “green” the village by creating incentives for village residents to make “greener” purchases.

Gil also announced that the CPP is creating a list of village landmarks for inclusion in the zoning law.  Earlier versions of the zoning law included a landmarks list, but somehow a list of landmarks never made it into the current law.  The board discussed a question posed by Bianconi as to the desirability of placing historic markers in front of village landmarks.

Gil announced the upcoming NYCOM Planning and Zoning School.  Zoning Board of Appeals member, Jeff Blum, is planning to attend the Geneseo training on July 22nd.

Old Business – Application #10-07 from Robert J. Arleo, M.D. for demolition of the train platform at 281 Main Street.  Gil reported that a public hearing for demolition of the train platform was held on July 7, 2010.  Due to the fact that the train station was in the historic district, Gil wished to err on the side of caution by requiring a long-form SEQR review.  

Arleo submitted a long-form SEQR for Application #10-07, and a motion declaring the Planning Board Lead Agency on the SEQR review was made by Bianconi; seconded by Balloni.  Motion carried 5:0.  The long-form SEQR review was completed.  Mr. Brooks commented that there are two sewer lines running behind the houses along Main Street, but it was concluded that these lines are well to the east of the train platform.  It was unanimously agreed that demolition of the train platform does not have a significant environmental impact and therefore a negative declaration was made.

New Business – Application #10-11 from Grace Bates for demolition of portions of her house at 78 Court Street.  Bates presented her photos and drawings to the board.  She would like to remove the eastern and northern sections of the house, which she believed were 1930’s additions to the early 1800’s house.  The previous owner told Bates that the main portion of the house was built in the 1830’s and the east section, probably built in the 1700’s, which she is retaining, was added.  Bates said that the portions of the house she would like to remove are sitting on the dirt with no basement or crawl space underneath.  Removing them will help her gain access to the foundation under the original portions of the house.  Bianconi commented that even after these sections are removed, what remains will still be a good sized house.  Gil stated that the house is not in the historic district so only the short-form SEQR will be required.

Gil instructed the Clerk to publicize a public hearing on the proposed demolition.  Demolitions require a special use permit as outlined in Section 904.B of the Village of Aurora Zoning Law.  A joint public hearing of the CPP and PB will be held on August 4th, at 7 PM.

A motion for adjournment was made by Zimdahl; seconded by Balloni.  The motion carried 5:0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM.

The next regular meeting of the PB will be Wednesday, August 11, 2010 at 7:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Dee Nance

Village Clerk
