Village of Aurora Planning Board Minutes March 26, 2014

Present:  Chair Nancy Gil, Grace Bates (7:05), Pat Bianconi, Alan Connors, and Pat Foser

Others Present:  Clerk Ann Balloni, Brian Brown, Marie Dentes, Laura Holland, and Peter Trowbridge

Call to Order:  Chair Gil called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and informed all present that the public hearing to review Applications #13-23 and #13-26 was cancelled upon request of the applicants.
Approval of Minutes:  On motion by Foser, seconded by Connors, the Planning Board voted to approve the minutes of February 26, 2014.

AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried.  

Visitor Recognition:  No comments

Changes to the Agenda:  Under Old Business, remove Applications #13-23 and #13-26 and add Application #14-05

Announcements:  Clerk Balloni informed the Planning Board that a copy of the new Village Video Recording Policy is included in their packets.  Also included in the packets is a letter from Bond, Schoenick & King on behalf of Virgil and Jacci Farlow informing the Planning Board that Applications #13-23 and #13-26 have been withdrawn and requesting a cancellation of the March 26, 2014 public hearing.

Old Business

Application #14-05 from Grace Bates for a home remodel at 78 Court St. (Tax Map #182.09-1-16)
Application #14-05 was sent to the Cayuga County Planning Board for mandated GML 239 l., m., and n. review.  The Committee determined that “the action appears to have no intermunicipal concerns and to be of local concern only.” The Committee did, however, question the underground reservoir due to the potential for sediment to collect in the storm drains.  
On motion by Connors, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board voted to approve Application #14-05 as submitted.

AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN: Bates

Motion carried.
New Business

Application #14-10 from Wells College for construction of a new terrace at 170 Main St. (Tax Map #182.13-1-33)

Peter Trowbridge, landscape architect for Wells College, presented the plans to the Planning Board.  The new terrace, proposed to be constructed on the lawn at the west entrance to the dining hall, includes:

· ADA compliant entrance to the chapel

· Pedestrian friendly walkways

· Patio with removable tables
· Possibility for community, as well as, college functions

· Lighted walkways, though the lights will not be visible from Main St

· Low stone walls

· A gas generated fire pit
Mr. Trowbridge and Brian Brown, Director of Wells Buildings and Grounds, also discussed using the terrace for events such as weddings and community/private parties.  The space allows for 100-150 people and a tent would be provided for these functions.
Ms. Foser lamented the loss of the 100 year old European Beech tree for the project and questioned if planting new beech trees might be considered.  Mr. Trowbridge recommended American Beech trees as they fare better than the European variety.

Chair Gil questioned the timeline for the project and Mr. Brown responded the project would begin as soon as the permit is issued and, depending on weather, should be completed by the end of May in time for Reunion Weekend.

On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Bates, the Planning Board approved Application #14-10 as submitted.
AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
On motion by Bates, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 pm.

AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

