Village of Aurora Planning Board Minutes February 26, 2014
Present:  Chair Nancy Gil, Grace Bates, Pat Bianconi, Alan Connors, and Pat Foser
Others Present:  Clerk Ann Balloni, Robin Driskel, Sue Edinger, Jacci Farlow, Mark Ferrari, Laura Holland, Paddington Matz, and John Place.

Call to Order:  Chair Gil called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Approval of Minutes:  

December 4, 2013 Joint Planning Board/CPP Public Hearing – Chair Gil instructed Clerk Balloni to correct 2 typos and, under Planning Board, Grace Bates: the sentence now reads “Ms. Bates questioned if the applicant could proceed with a partial demolition of those aspects of the building that are dangerous, leaving the remaining parts intact, and then submit a plan for board review.”
On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board voted to approve the December 4, 2014 joint public hearing minutes as corrected.
AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, and Foser

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN:  Connors

December 11, 2013 Planning Board Minutes:  Chair Gil instructed Clerk Balloni to correct a typo and, under new business, Application #13-35, the motion now reads “On motion by Foser, seconded by Bates, the Planning Board voted to deny Application #13-35 due to the house’s designation as a nonconforming use in the flood plain per Village Zoning Law, Section 602.A. and 602.B., and because it has already had an additional increase of greater than 25%.”
On motion by Bates, seconded by Bianconi, the Planning Board voted to approve the December 11, 2014 minutes as corrected.

AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, and Foser

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN:  Connors

Announcements:  Chair Gil, Bates, Bianconi, and Connors are attending the March 19, 2014 training at BOCES in Auburn on Agritourism.

Changes to the Agenda:  No changes

Old Business

No old business was discussed

New Business

Application #14-02 from Laura Holland for a subdivision at 323 Main St. (Tax Map #181.16-1-27)

During consultation, the applicant, as well as the Planning Board, had several questions regarding how, and if, the property could be subdivided, including:

· Whether the proposed subdivision would create a landlocked parcel, which is not permitted
· How the side and especially rear set-backs apply to lake shore property
· Whether the Village right-of-way  to the lake south of United Ministry allows for proper access to the proposed new parcel since it is not a vehicular right-of-way
· Whether the applicant can subdivide her property and still own it

· Whether the applicant may also submit an alternative proposal to divide the parcel in question into 2 parcels and sell them to 2 buyers
· Whether other rights-of-way across the proposed new parcel are relevant

· How the continuing litigation regarding the proposed parcel might affect the subdivision question
As the issues require further research, and the opinion of the village attorney, no action was taken and the timeline for the application will begin when all the necessary information is received and the application is declared complete.
Application #14-03 from Inns of Aurora, LLC for a sign at 453 Main St. (Tax Map #181.12-1-8)

The sign for Rowland house will replicate the EB Morgan House sign, face east/west, and include in ground lighting.
On motion by Connors, seconded by Bates, the Planning Board voted to approve Application #14-03 as submitted.

AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Application #14-04 from Inns of Aurora, LLC for a sign at 431 Main St. (Tax Map #181.12-1-10)

The change on the sign for EB Morgan House reflects the new name of the company, Inns of Aurora, LLC.

On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board voted to approve Application #14-04 as submitted.

AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously

Application #14-05 from Grace Bates for a home remodel at 78 Court St. (Tax Map #182.09-1-16)

On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Connors, the members voted to declare the Planning Board the Lead Agency for the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR).
AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN: Bates

Motion carried

At the request of Chair Gil, Ms. Bates amended Part 1 of the SEQR form to include a north side bathroom noted on the remodeling plans.

The Planning Board questioned possible runoff issues and Ms. Bates contractor, Mark Ferrari, explained that a 1000 gallon underground reservoir will limit runoff and any overflow will be directed to the storm drains.

On motion by Connors, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board declared that Application #14-05 posed no adverse environmental impacts upon completion of the SEQR.

AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN:  Bates

Per Chair Gil, Application #14-05 will now go to the Cayuga County Planning Board for mandated GML 239 l & m review.

Applications #13-23 and 13-26 from Virgil and Jacci Farlow for Special Use Permits for 432 and 434 Main St. properties. 

Ms. Farlow began video taping the Planning Board meeting.  Ms. Bianconi questioned why Ms. Farlow was recording the meeting and Ms. Farlow answered that her husband was unable to attend and she wanted him to see it.

Chair Gil set the Public Hearing date for public comment on Applications #13-23 and 13-26 for March 26, 2014.

Ms. Bates questioned a letter sent from the code enforcement officer to the applicants that inferred the code enforcement officer’s actions were in consultation with the Planning Board.  Ms. Bates declared that consultation with the Planning Board chair was not the same as consultation with the Planning Board. Chair Gil pointed out that the four points listed in the letter were all true and had been discussed at a Planning Board meeting. It had been moved and approved to consult the village attorney on the four issues, and the letter from the code enforcement officer, on the advice of the village attorney, was a direct result of that action.

Ms. Bates then questioned the Planning Board Chair’s request that she recuse herself from any Bed & Breakfast application discussions.  Ms. Bates agrees that recusing herself from discussion of her personal Bed & Breakfasts is proper, but that she should not have to recuse herself from all Bed & Breakfast application discussions.  Chair Gil noted that the village attorney did not correct the request of the Planning Board that Ms. Bates recuse herself from the discussion.  
On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 pm.

AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk
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