VILLAGE OF AURORA PLANNING BOARD

Regular Meeting

August 28, 2013

Present:  Chair Nancy Gil, Grace Bates, Pat Bianconi, and Pat Foser

Absent: Alan Connors
Others Present: Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Code Enforcement Officer Michael Piechuta, Mayor Bonnie Bennett, village residents Virgil & Jacci Farlow, and Laura Holland.

Call to Order:  Chair Gil called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.
MINUTES

June 26, 2013:  On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board voted to accept the Minutes of June 26, 2013.

AYES: Bates, Bianconi, and Foser.

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: Gil 
Motion carried.

VISITOR RECOGNITION

Chair Gil recognized Mayor Bennett who gave a detailed report on short term rentals and the Village’s role in enforcing current New York State laws and regulations as well as the Village of Aurora Zoning Law.  A committee comprised of Mayor Bennett, Planning Board Chair Nancy Gil and Planning Board member Pat Foser is researching short term rental policies, clarifying laws, and consulting with Code Enforcement Officer Michael Piechuta, Village Attorney Tom Blair, and Gabriel Holbrow from Cayuga County Planning to draft an amendment for future presentation to the Village Board of Trustees.  
Mayor Bennett said she had presented three options for discussion at the Village Board of Trustees August 21, 2013 meeting:

1. No short term rentals in the Village of Aurora
2. No oversight of short term rental properties

3. Only owner occupied short term rentals

The Village Board of Trustees agreed, in order to be in compliance with New York State and Village laws and permit village residents to have home occupations (Village of Aurora Zoning Law section 901.B.1), that owner occupied short term rentals was the viable option.
Discussion ensued regarding the definition of “owner occupied” which was explained by Mayor Bennett as the property owner living on the property as their primary residence.  Per New York State law, bed and breakfasts, rooming/board/guest houses, etc require owner occupancy.  Village Code Enforcement Officer Piechuta explained that short term room rentals that are not owner occupied are considered hotels, motels or inns and include more stringent regulations such as sprinkler systems, fire extinguishers, and alarm systems.  
Further discussion included:

· Residents wanting to live and earn an income in the Village 
· How short term rentals fit in with the Comprehensive Plan

· Lack of rental/housing options due to the increase in seasonal houses

· Student housing

· Aurora as a vacation destination vs. a residential community

· Lack of commercial/business opportunities 

· Lack of affordable houses

Mr. Farlow and Ms. Bates questioned where short term rentals are defined in New York State law and were told by Ms. Foser and Mr. Piechuta that they are in the New York State Residential Code books and on-line.  Mayor Bennett and Chair Gil reiterated that they are still researching the laws and working on clarification before notifying any property owners of potential violations.  Ms. Bates asked what the consequences would be if the village didn’t enforce the laws. Mayor Bennett, Officer Piechuta, Chair Gil, Ms. Foser and Ms. Bianconi all stated that all village officials sign an oath swearing to uphold the laws of the village and New York State and, as such, are libel for not enforcing the laws and cannot not enforce them.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Clerk Balloni announced that, included in the Planning Board member’s packets, is a copy of a letter from Attorney Jeffrey F. Reina to the New York State Office of General Services and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation regarding Application #12-22 from Michael Peter.  Copies were sent to the Village of Aurora Planning Board, the Village of Aurora Community Preservation Panel, and Village Attorney Tom Blair.
OLD BUSINESS

No old business was discussed.
NEW BUSINESS
No new business was discussed
On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Foser, the Planning Board voted to adjourn their meeting at 8:45 pm.

AYES:  Gil, Bates, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Next Meeting:  September 25, 2013

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk

