VILLAGE OF AURORA PLANNING BOARD

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

April 24, 2013

Present:  Nancy Gil, Chair; Pat Bianconi, Alan Connors and Pat Foser

Absent:  Grace Bates

Others Present: Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Mayor Bonnie Bennett, and Laura Holland

Call To Order:  7:02pm
MINUTES

On motion by Pat Bianconi, seconded by Alan Connors, the Planning Board voted to accept the Minutes of March 27, 2013.

AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors and Foser.

NAYS: None

Motion carried unanimously.

VISITOR RECOGNITION

Chair Gil welcomed Mayor Bennett and Ms. Holland.
CHANGES TO AGENDA
 Application #13-09 from the Village of Aurora will be reviewed first.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Chair Gil announced that she, Pat Bianconi and Grace Bates attended the Cayuga County training on Unwanted Land Use on April 9, 2013.  Pat Bianconi attended the Record Keeping training and the Cayuga County Planning Board meeting on April 9th as well.
· Pat Foser, along with Mayor Bennett and Clerk Balloni, attended the New York State Planning and Zoning Federation Conference, April 21-23.  Ms. Foser brought back training packets from several of the workshops which included training and updates on SEQRA, Comprehensive Plans, Site Plan and Special Permit Review Process, Zoning Case Law, Natural Resource Inventory, Article 78, and Record Keeping.  Discussion ensued on the need to update the Village Comprehensive Plan, as well as the Village Zoning Law, appoint a Zoning Committee, and address enforcement issues.
NEW BUSINESS

Application # 13-09 from the Village of Aurora (Tax Map #181.16-1-16) for a remodeling of the Village Post Office façade including a new sign.
Mayor Bennett outlined the proposed changes to the front (east) and north sides of the building including improved lighting, a lighted bulletin board, an extended overhang (2 feet from the front and 3 feet from the north side), and 6 inch cast aluminum letters on the sign with no change in the size of the letters, but an increase in the spacing between the letters.  Questions regarding water runoff from the roof and the potential for leaves to collect in the letters were discussed and deemed unlikely given the new design.
On motion by Alan Connors, seconded by Pat Foser, the Planning Board voted to approve Application #13-09 as proposed.

AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors, and Foser.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Holland left at 8:05pm

Mayor Bennett informed the Planning Board of several projects that the Village is involved in including:

· Patrick Tavern – A newly formed Village of Aurora Historical Society, led by Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, is working in conjunction with Mayor Bennett and Buildings and Grounds Trustee, Alan Ominsky, on a technical assistance grant to renovate Patrick Tavern into a Village Historical Museum and Archive Center.  

· Erie Canalway Initiative – Mayor Bennett is researching opportunities for the Village to join the Erie Canalway Initiative by providing access from Cayuga Lake to the Village which could be worked in conjunction with the Patrick Tavern project as Dublin Hill Lane is located across the street from Patrick Tavern and leads to Cayuga Lake. 

· Cayuga Lake Blueway Initiative – Mayor Bennett is meeting with representatives on April 26, 2013 to designate lake access areas in the Village for canoeists, kayakers, etc, both to and from Cayuga Lake.

· Post Office Project – Mayor Bennett received approval from the New York State Department of Transportation and will update the Planning Board as the project progresses.  Chair Gil noted that Site Plan Review is required.
The Planning Board thanked Mayor Bennett for updating the Planning Board on the various village projects.

OLD BUSINESS
Short Term Rental Policy:  Chair Gill instructed the Planning Board to study Ithaca and Alfred’s policies, as well as New York State Department of State recommendations, for discussion at the June 26, 2013 Planning Board meeting.

Village Traffic Study:  Mayor Bennett requested, and received, confirmation that the Planning Board believes a traffic study is warranted in the village due to the increase in tourists and wedding guests in the summer.  Mayor Bennett will address with Inns of Aurora General Manager, Sue Edinger, on April 25th.  
Mayor Bennett left the meeting at 8:25pm.

Application #12-13 from Michael Peter for a dock renovation and boathouse at 461 Main Street (Tax Map #181.12-1-6).

Mr. Peter’s application was sent to the Cayuga County Planning Board for mandated 239 l and m review on April 18, 2013.   It was noted in the County Planning Board review (a copy attached to these minutes) that the application required a license from the New York State Office of General Services along with the permits the applicant received from the Army Corps of Engineers and the Department of Environmental Conservation.  On April 22, 2013, the Village Office received a copy of a letter sent from Ralph Hill of the New York State Office of General Services (a copy attached to these minutes) to the applicant informing him of the need for a license from their office as his dock “exceeds the threshold of 4,000 square feet.”  Mr. Hill also noted in his letter that the “cupola/gazebo structure on top of the covered boat slips is determined not to be water dependent in nature and therefore not to be authorized as designed.”  In addition the Village Office received a copy of a letter from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation to the applicant (a copy attached to these minutes) informing Mr. Peter of the New York State Office of General Services requirement.

The County Planning Board also advised the Village Planning Board to review local zoning laws regarding height requirement of accessory structures in the Flood Hazard Zone and to ensure building materials do not harm the water quality of the Cayuga Lake.  

Chair Gil presented her notes to the Planning Board members (a copy attached to these minutes) including the Planning Board’s role in regard to application #12-13.  Chair Gil noted that, as the application is not complete, no action can be taken; a coordinated SEQR with the New York State Office of General Services is required and the Planning Board is declaring itself the lead Agency.

Zoning Law Amendments:  Chair Gil presented the Planning Board with changes to the zoning amendments that the Planning Board recommended to the Village Board of Trustees in October (a copy attached to these minutes).

On motion by Alan Connors, seconded by Pat Bianconi, the Planning Board voted to send the revised amendments to the Village Board of Trustees for their review.

AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.   

On motion by Alan Connors, seconded by Pat Foser, the Planning Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:07pm.

AYES:  Gil, Bianconi, Connors and Foser

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Next meeting:  May 22, 2013

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni
Planning Board of the Village of Aurora

Aurora, New York 13026

DRAFT AMENDMENT
DRAFT AMENDMENT
DRAFT AMENDMENT


April 24, 2013 

Section 405.P1.A

6. Docks 

a) Docks on ponds are permitted. 

b) Docks are subject to the following regulations: 

1) Rear setback requirements to the extent that they prohibit the placement of a dock in the water shall be waived. 

2) Docks shall be located as close as possible to the center of the lakeshore.

3) Only one dock shall be permitted per lot for each lot with less than fifty (50) feet of frontage on the water. Additional docks per lot shall be per​mitted for each fifty (50) feet of frontage in excess of fifty (50) feet, in which case the docks shall be 100 feet apart. 

4) Docks shall not exceed eight (8) feet in width.

5) Only one mooring buoy shall be permitted per lot.

6) No dock shall interfere with access to other docks. 

7) Motorized equipment rentals and commercial sales are not permitted, except that dinner cruise enterprises may be allowed in the Commercial Zone only with a Special Use Permit.

8) There shall be no sale of marine fuels.

9) Sewer and water lines shall not be extended to accessory structures in the Flood Hazard Zone. 

c) As accessory structures on the lakeshore, docks are subject to the following Army Corps of Engineers Regulations, taken from the Army Corps’ Regional Permit No. 87-000-1 under Special Conditions:

1) Side setbacks from common boundaries of adjoining properties must be at least 10 (ten) feet.

2) Structures shall extend no more than 100 feet from the Ordinary High Water shoreline.

3) Configuration of docks may vary in plan provided the total length of all segments and separate structures does not exceed 150 feet, and the surface area of the dock, including finger piers, decks, platforms, etc., does not exceed 1200 square feet.

4) Docks parallel to and along the shoreline are not permitted by Regional Permit 87-000-1 unless a variance is granted from the Army Corps. 

5) Docks shall not exceed 8 (eight) feet in width.

6) Docks with a deck or platform may be constructed provided the pro​posed and all existing structures, if any, are within the size limitations. A variance to the Regional Permit condition may be granted on a case-by-case basis. For the purposes of the Regional Permit, a deck is any portion of the dock that exceeds 8 (eight) feet in width. 

7) Regular or irregular shaped configurations (i.e. a dock with a deck) are allowed in the middle or at the waterward terminus of the structure provided the surface area of the deck (not the dock) does not exceed 240 square feet. A variance to this condition may be granted by the Army Corps on a case-by-case basis. Only one deck per property is authorized by the Regional Permit.

8) The top of open pile docks must be a minimum of one foot above the Ordinary High Water elevation.

9) Only 1 (one) swim platform, not to exceed 200 square feet, per property owner is authorized by this permit. The swim platform must be a free-floating structure and shall not be connected to other structures. Small anchors to moor the floating swim platform are authorized by the Regional Permit.

10) The total surface area of all boat and jet ski hoists and covered boat slips shall not exceed 900 square feet.

11) Up to 4 (four) private or commercial mooring buoys may be installed per property. Their placement shall not hinder navigation, create unsafe conditions to the public, or hinder safe access to and from a person’s property.

12) Use of creosote treated wood is prohibited in New York State.  All treated wood must be aged in the open air for at least three months prior to in-water use. For more details see the Regional Permit at www.lrb.usace.army.mil/regualtory/rp/rp87-000-1.

13) The Regional Permit does not authorize the placement of enclosed buildings, boat​houses, fuel storage tanks, sinks, toilets, showers, fuel dispensing or sanitary pump-out facilities waterward of the Ordinary High Water shoreline.

14) The granting of this permit does not obviate the need to obtain, nor does it supersede other Federal, State or local authorizations as required by law. 

15) For more information on environmentally sensitive areas, endangered species, etc. see the complete Regional Permit included as Appendix #___ at the end of this Zoning Law or consult their website at www.lrb.usace.army.mil/regualtory/rp/rp87-000-1
d) The regulations in effect from the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) are intended more for docking facilities or marinas more than for docks on residential lots with lake frontage. Their complete regulations, Part 608: Use and Protection of Waters, is included at the end of this Zoning Law as Appendix #___. 


e) The approval from the NYS Office of General Services may also be required under Section 75 (7) of the Public Lands Law (i.e., the lake). Submerged Land License applications and instructions may be obtained at the OGS website:  http://www.ogs.ny.gov/BU/RE/LM/Docs/License.pdf 







