Village of Aurora

Community Preservation Panel

Minutes from meeting of October 3, 2012

Present: MacCormick (Chair), DiSanto, Easter, Blum (7:03), Morehouse (7:08)

Also in attendance: Ann Balloni, Debbie Brooks, Linda Schwab, Dave Marion

MacCormick called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Motion to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2012 meeting was made by Easter, seconded by Blum, and approved by MacCormick, Blum and Easter, DiSanto abstaining and Morehouse not yet present.

Announcements: MacCormick reported to the panel that he had called Gary Finch’s office to request help with the DOT, with respect to the culvert adjacent to Tracy Leffingwell’s house on Main St. The assemblyman has not returned his call, but MacCormick will persist in his efforts, and encourages others to mention the issue to Finch if they see him.

There were no changes to the agenda.

Old Business: MacCormick mentioned that it his understanding that the Peter dock project is still hanging, with no action having been taken by the Planning Board. Balloni and Brooks informed the committee that a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers had not been issued, and if and when it is would have to be submitted to the village by the applicant; also that the Planning Board is considering new rules for docks in the village.

Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness:

#12-16 from Wells College for replacement of steps and railing at 316 Main St. (Mandell House)

--MacCormick said that the panel would only consider the railing, the steps being a repair and thus not requiring approval by this body, and noted that the work had been completed before application was made. Several members of the panel suggested that if application had been made as required, the panel would have requested railings more respectful of the historic district. Linda Schwab presented the panel with a photograph of Mandell House from 1910, showing wooden railings. Panel members suggested that wrought or cast iron be considered, and MacCormick said he would write a letter to Terry Newcombe, asking for a modification of the project. Motion to table the application was made by Easter, seconded by Blum, and passed by acclamation.

#12-17 from Dave Marion Carpentry for addition and patio at 48 Cherry Ave.

--Application was made on behalf of the owner, who has not signed it. MacCormick requested that the owner come in and sign the application. There was a concern about whether the addition would impinge on property line of neighbor to the east; but the proposal is for an addition to the west side and that is not in question. The panel reviewed drawings, considered Mr. Marion’s responses about matching features of the existing structure to be sufficiently reassuring, and moved to approve the application as follows: Morehouse moved, Easter seconded; votes were Morehouse-aye, Blum-aye, DiSanto-aye, Easter-aye, MacCormick-aye.

Motion to adjourn was made by DiSanto, seconded by Morehouse, and passed by acclamation. Meeting was adjourned at 8:01 PM.








Chris MacCormick

