              VILLAGE Of AURORA
              COMMUNITY PRESERVATION PANEL

              Minutes of Wednesday, April 4, 2012
CALL TO ORDER: MacCormick called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

PRESENT: MacCormick, Blum, Morehouse

ABSENT: Crocker (one seat vacant as former member Ominsky has been sworn in as a village trustee)

ALSO PRESENT: Deborah Brooks, Dave Brooks, Kit Van Orman, Laura Holland, Alan Ominsky, Sue Edinger

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the March 7, 2012 meeting was moved by Morehouse, seconded by Blum, and passed unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: MacCormick called the attention of the panel to the joint CPP/Planning Board public hearing scheduled for the Planning Board's regular meeting on April 25 to discuss the McMullen House demolition proposal and prepare the relevant SEQR. We are not aware what scheduling the Planning Board expects for the Holland project (#12-04) SEQR, which the village attorney has deemed necessary for any construction within the historic district.
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: none

OLD BUSINESS: 

#12-02 from Wells College for the Demolition of a Structure at 457 Main St.

No action was taken on this, pending the holding of the public hearing. MacCormick mentioned to Kit Van Orman, representing the college, his understanding that the Planning Board had requested documentation speaking to several matters. He added that the charter of the CPP includes a fundamental prejudice against demolition if use might still be made of the structure in question, and said the village may want to appraise the condition of the structure independently; and requested that the college supply a property map, and be prepared to answer questions about alternative uses, including the possibility of selling it to someone who would renovate it; and noted that the inaccessibility issue had not yet been authoritatively addressed. In terms of another CPP mandate, he said that it was his understanding that historicity did not only refer to the age of a structure, but might relate to its place in the development of the historic district. 

#12-04 from Laura Holland for a basketball court, hot tub and fire pit at 323 Main St. 

No action was taken on this, pending the holding of the public hearing. Ms. Holland requested that the CPP act on its part, which we had already declared we supposed to consist of the basketball backboard exclusively. As that issue will be reviewed as part of the SEQR, that was not possible at this meeting. MacCormick assured Ms. Holland that if the SEQR were to be completed at the next Planning Board meeting, the CPP would convene directly after and act on her application; and if not, would offer our next meeting (May 2) for completion of the SEQR, and act on it then--assuming that the Planning Board accepts our offer of that date.
APPLICATION for CERTIFICATE of APPROPRIATENESS:
#12-05 from Pleasant Rowland for a sign at 342 Main St., Leffingwell House. The panel raised the questions to Ms. Edinger whether the advertising aspect was appropriate, as the building was not being treated as a hotel but rather as a home rental, and whether the proposed size was not too large for the lawn. MacCormick noted concerns about proliferation of signs. Ms. Edinger was encouraged to resubmit a proposal with these concerns taken into account.

ADJOURNMENT: was moved by Blum, and seconded by Morehouse and carried as follows: MacCormick-Aye, Morehouse-Aye, Blum-Aye.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 PM.   

                                                                          Chris MacCormick

