DRAFT 

VILLAGE OF AURORA PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 28, 2012

Present:  Nancy Gil, Chair; Grace Bates, Pat Bianconi, Alan Connors, Frank Zimdahl

Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Deborah Brooks, Bill Dugan, CJ Koepp, Laura Holland, Terry Newcomb and John Place

Call to Order:  Chair Gil called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Approval of Minutes:

October 2011:  Tabled

January 2012:  On motion by Connors, seconded by Zimdahl, the Board voted to approve the Minutes of January 11, 2012 as written.

AYE:  Bates, Bianconi, Connors and Zimdahl

NAY:  None

ABSTAIN:  Gil

Motion carried.

February 2012:  On motion by Zimdahl, seconded by Bates, the Board voted to approve the Minutes of February 22, 2012 as written.
AYE:  Bates, Gil and Zimdahl

NAY:  None

ABSTAIN:  Bianconi and Connors

Motion carried.

Announcements:  Chair Gil and Village Clerk Balloni reminded the Board members of the Planning & Zoning Case Law Update and SEQR training on April 5th in Auburn, at 5:00pm and 6:30pm respectively.  

Old Business

Short Term Rental Policy:  The Board discussed the need for a policy, current zoning law, and Village Attorney review.   The Board decided to review and discuss Village rental policy at a workshop scheduled for April 12, 2012 at 6:00pm.  
New Business

Application #12-02 from Wells College:  Demolition of property at 457 Main St. (McMullen House).  

Joint Community Preservation Panel/ Planning Board Meeting and Public Hearing set for April 25, 2012 at 7:00pm.  Chair Gil informed the applicant that a Certificate of Appropriateness, long form SEQR, 239 L&M review and a letter from Michael Peter permitting access from his property are required.  

Chair Gil and Village Clerk Balloni will draft a form letter for applications requiring a Public Hearing.  

Application #12-04 from Laura Holland:  Construction of a basketball court, fire pit and hot tub at 323 Main St.  

Much discussion ensued regarding the necessity of requiring a long form SEQRA/Public Hearing/SHPO for this project, due to the question of the applicant’s property being part of a Historic District and the proximity of a Historic landmark, the Masonic Lodge.  Village Attorney Tom Blair and Geoff Milz from County Planning were consulted and different views from each were communicated.  Chair Gil recommended another call to Village Attorney Tom Blair for further clarification. 

John Place and CJ Koepp expressed concern regarding noise and decibel levels of the basketball court.  Planning Board member Frank Zimdahl asked to borrow the basketball Mr. Place brought to the meeting and went outside in the parking lot to simulate how much noise would be generated.  Decibel level was well below the legal level of 90 decibels.  
Mr. Place and Ms. Koepp also voiced concern about the propane fueled fire pit and the potential for increased carbon monoxide levels.  Mr. Place also stated the fire pit could be illegal due to the Open Burning Law.   The Board reasoned that, if the Open Burning Law applied here, no one could operate a gas grill and any carbon monoxide would be dissipated in the open air.  
Ms. Holland noted some changes to the application plans and was asked to provide updated information for CPP and Planning Board review next month with the possibility of a long form SEQR/ Public Hearing.  Ms. Holland initialed one change on the drawing that inaccurately noted the fire pit as 10’ x 4’ when, in fact, it is 4’ x 7’.  The hot tub is18” high, dug slightly into the ground and landscaped for privacy.  The basketball court is constructed of synthetic rubber (Sportcourt) on top of 4”-6” of concrete.  Per Ms. Holland, any water runoff will be absorbed by the lawn. There is no additional lighting planned.  
The Board engaged in further discussion regarding requiring SEQRA for minor projects.  The Board was reminded by the Clerk that they will be attending SEQRA training on April 5th and can find out definitively when a full Environmental Assessment Form is required.  
On motion by Bianconi, seconded by Bates, the Planning Board moved for adjournment at 8:30pm.

AYES: Bates, Bianconi, Connors, Gil and Zimdahl

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni, Village Clerk

