Village of Aurora Board of Trustees 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting

February 15, 2012

Held at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room

Those Present:  Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees George Farenthold, Lili MacCormick, Janet Murphy and Marie Taylor

Others present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, Code Officer Michael Piechuta, Village Attorney Tom Blair, ESQ, David Brooks, Deborah Mendzef, Isabelle Ramos, Laura Holland, Nancy Gil and Cathy Patella

Call to Order:  Mayor Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and the Board rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Trustee Farenthold reminded those present that he is married to Lisa Marsh Ryerson, President of Wells College.

Approval of the Minutes
On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to approve the Minutes of January 18, 2012 with the understanding that, going forward, only major subjects be put in Resolution form.  
AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion passed unanimously.

Visitor Recognition
Deborah Mendzef, Tobacco Free Program Coordinator from the Cayuga County Health Network, gave a short presentation and handed out information on the benefits of initiating a smoke free policy in the Village.  

Trustee Farenthold moved to adopt a Resolution prohibiting smoking in any public areas of the Village including entry ways, seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion was tabled per Mayor Bennett in order to gather more information regarding the policies of other municipalities with similar laws.  
Announcements

Mayor Bennett announced NYMIR is decreasing their rate 5% and reported NYSEG data was hacked.
Mayor Bennett suggested sending a congratulatory letter to Stan Zabriskie and Grace Bates for Atticus winning his breed at the Westminster Dog Show.  

Village Clerk Ann Balloni announced the next Village Association dinner is Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at the Sunset Restaurant in Auburn, hosted by the Village of Weedsport.  Mayor Bennett, Village Clerk Balloni and Trustee Taylor are attending.

Isabelle Ramos expressed interest in the Records Management Grants Award and asked if there was a need for interns or volunteers.  Tee-Ann Hunter can make that determination upon her return.  
Village Clerk Ann Balloni announced three petitions were submitted for the Village Board of Trustees election in March.  Ms. Balloni confirmed Ann Tobey and Pat Bianconi as the election inspectors. 

Mayor Bennett reported the Town of Ledyard is considering a moratorium on Fracking and we could potentially fall under their umbrella.  Attorney Tom Blair recommended, if the Village takes a stand, to consider a ban in order to save a step and advised contacting the DEC regarding the watershed.  Next Ledyard Town Meeting is March 12, 2012 at 7:30pm.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Brooks handed out budget worksheets for 2012-2013 to each committee member.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee MacCormick, the Board accepted the Treasurer’s Reports for July – December. (see attached)
AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy, Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
BUDGET MODIFICATIONS

Approval of Budget Modifications

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Murphy, the Board approved the following General and Sewer Budget Fund Modifications:

General Fund

$465.00     FROM     A1990.4 Contingency Account

$465.00       TO         A1460.1  Records Management – Personal Services

SEWER FUND
$770.12                FROM      G1990.4  Contingency Account

$770.12                TO  G8130.4  Sewage Treatment - Miscellaneous
AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy, Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.                    
Approval of Abstract #9
General Fund

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee MacCormick, the Board approved the General Fund Abstract for payment.

Voucher number:  269, 270, 272, 274-277, 279-285, 287-290
Total Amount:  $11,553.43
AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy, Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Water Fund

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board approved the Water Fund Abstract for payment.

Voucher Numbers:  273, 283, 298, 300
Total Amount:  $1,518.57
AYE: Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy, Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Sewer Fund

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee MacCormick, the Board approved the Sewer Fund Abstract for payment.
Voucher Numbers: 271, 272, 274, 278, 283, 286, 287, 290, 293, 297, 298
Total Amount:  $3,082.12
AYE: Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy, Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Committee Reports

Building and Grounds:  Trustee Murphy reported that she is researching resources for Patrick Tavern and emailed Village Historian Mike Groth, asking him to create a Patrick Tavern display for the kiosk. Mayor Bennett added that plans for Patrick Tavern are available in the clerk’s office.

Parks and Recreation:  No Report
Streets and Public Safety:  Trustee Farenthold reported that streetlights are out on Main Street north of the Fargo and he also reported there is an Activism Symposium at Wells College on March 9, 2012 from 9-5 that should be of interest to local officials.  Isabelle Ramos added that the symposium will be addressing local as well as global issues. 

Trustee Farenthold also recommended the Board consider refreshing the local Historic signs.  
Mayor Bennett reported the DEC is concerned about the proposed Aurora Art’s and Merchants Association stone sign due to lack of breakaway if it is hit by a car.
Water and Sewer:  Trustee Taylor reported a sewer pump has been sent in for repairs, Superintendent of Public Works, Kurt Wilmot, will begin work on the budget next month and Kurt is planning on remaining at the sewer plant until Mike White completes his training.  
Code Officer:  Code Enforcement Officer, Mick Piechuta submitted his monthly report for February (see attached).  Officer Piechuta reported he received a Demolition application for McMullen House from Wells College. 
 Nancy Gil informed the Board that a Demolition requires a Public Hearing, joint Community Preservation Panel and Planning Board Meeting, and a special permit.  

Village Historian:  No report
Old Business

Extention of Public Hearing for Local Law #1 of 2012 – The Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax Levy Limit

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to reopen the Public hearing for Local Law #1 of 2012
AYE: Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY: None

Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Bennett gave a brief explanation of the reason for the Waiver of the Maximum Real Property Tax levy Limit.

On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee MacCormick, the Board voted to close the Public Hearing for Local law #1.
AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Bennett asked for a Roll Call vote for adoption of Local law #1of 2012.
RESOLUTION ENACTING LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2012  

THE WAIVER OF THE MAXIMUM REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY LIMIT

WHEREAS, the recent enactment of Chapter 97 of the Law of 2011 placed limits on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by or on behalf of any local government thereby place a “tax levy limit” on municipalities that is found in General Municipal Law § 3-c; and

WHEREAS, subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c expressly authorized the Village Board of Trustees to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Village Board of Trustees for one fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, by adoption of this local law, the Village Board of Trustees hereby reserves the right to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Village of Aurora and authorized the Village Board of Trustees to adopt a budget for fiscal year 2012 in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law 

§ 3-c; and

WHEREAS, this is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (20 & 27) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and

WHEREAS, 
At a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora, County of Cayuga, State of New York, held at the Village Hall, 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, at 6:00 p.m. on February 15, 2012, the following members of the Village Board of Trustees being present:



BONNIE APGAR BENNET, MAYOR



GEORGE FARENTHOLD



LILI MACCORMICK



JANET MURPHY



MARIE TAYLOR


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Aurora as follows:

1. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby adopts Local Law #1 of 2012.

2. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby determines that the aforementioned Local Law is a Type II action as defined in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(20&27) and accordingly, the Village Board of Trustees expressly determines that this action is not an action that requires review pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Action (“SEQRA”);

3. 
The Village Board of Trustees has properly noticed a Public Hearing on the Proposed Local Law #1 of 2012 held at Village Hall on February 15, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m.;

Now upon the Motion of Trustee Farenthold and Seconded by Trustee Taylor, a roll-call vote is tallied by the Village Clerk as follows:

Trustee Apgar Bennett
AYE

Trustee Farenthold

AYE

Trustee MacCormick

AYE

Trustee Murphy

AYE

Trustee Taylor


AYE

Motion:  CARRIED      
At least 5 of the above named Village Board of Trustee members having voted in the affirmative, Local Law #1 is adopted this 15th day of February, 2012.

New Business

Public Hearing for Local Law #2 of 2012, The Appointment of Alternate Members to the Village Planning Board, Community Preservation Panel and Zoning Board of Appeals 

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to open the Public Hearing for Local Law #2 of 2012.
AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Short discussion ensued.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to close the Public Hearing for Local Law #2 of 2012.

AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Bennett asked for a Roll Call vote for adoption of Local Law #2 of 2012.

RESOLUTION ENACTING LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2012

THE APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATE MEMBERS TO THE VILLAGE 

PLANNING BOARD, COMMUNITY PRESERVATION PANEL AND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

WHEREAS, it is recognized by the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees that it may sometimes be difficult for the Planning Board, Community Preservation Panel or Zoning Board of Appeals to maintain a quorum to conduct the business of the board(s) or to submit a pending matter to vote where a super-majority is required; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees hereby deems it advisable to provide for alternate members of the Planning Board, Community Preservation Panel and Zoning Board of Appeals to be appointed and trained to serve on each board so as to ensure proper quorums are established and the boards are able to conduct all contemplated business at any given meeting(s); and

WHEREAS, Section 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law establishes the Village of Aurora’s right to act in furtherance of protecting the safety, health and well-being of its residents and property within its boundaries; and

WHEREAS, by adoption of this local law, the Village Board of Trustees hereby supersedes the provisions of Village Law Section 7-712 with respect to the appointment of members to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Village Law Section 7-718 with respect to the appointment of members to the Planning Board, and General Municipal Law Section 96(a) and Village of Aurora Zoning Regulations (as amended)(2002) Section 704(A)(1); and, 

WHEREAS, this is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (27) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and

WHEREAS, 
At a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora, County of Cayuga, State of New York, held at the Village Hall, 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, at 7:00 p.m. on February 15, 2012, the following members of the Village Board of Trustees being present:



BONNIE APGAR BENNETT, MAYOR



GEORGE FARENTHOLD 



LILI MACCORMICK



JANET MURPHY



MARIE TAYLOR


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Aurora as follows:

4. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby adopt Proposed Local Law #2 of 2012.

5. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby determines that the aforementioned Local Law is a Type II action as defined in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(27) and accordingly, the Village Board of Trustees expressly determines that this action is not an action that requires review pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Action (“SEQRA”);

6. 
The Village Board of Trustees has properly noticed a Public Hearing on the  Local Law #2 of 2012 held at Village Hall on February 15, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m.;

Now upon the Motion of Trustee Farenthold and Seconded by Trustee MacCormick, a roll-call vote is tallied by the Village Clerk as follows:

Trustee Apgar Bennett
AYE

Trustee Farenthold

AYE

Trustee MacCormick

AYE

Trustee Murphy

AYE

Trustee Taylor


AYE

Motion:  CARRIED      
At least 5 of the above named Village Board of Trustee members having voted in the affirmative, Local Law #2 of 2012 is adopted this 15th day of February, 2012.

Public Hearing for Local Law #3 of 2012, Reimbursement of Professional Consultation Fees

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee MacCormick, the Board voted to open Public Hearing for Local Law #3 of 2012
AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Short discussion ensued.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the Board voted to close the Public Hearing of Local Law #3 of 2012.

AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Bennett asked for a Roll Call Vote for adoption of Local Law #3 of 2012.

RESOLUTION ENACTING LOCAL LAW #3 OF 2012

 REIMBURSEMENT OF PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION FEES

WHEREAS, the Village of Aurora Board of Trustees, Planning Board, Community Preservation Panel and Zoning Board of Appeals are legally required to review applications, appeals and requests for assistance from time to time on matters or concerns which may be presented to any or all of the board; and,

WHEREAS, in furtherance of performing their duties in addressing various applications, appeals and matters of review, the various boards established in the Village of Aurora may need the assistance of certain professional consultants for review, study, assistance, and direction; and,

WHEREAS, applications, appeals and matters of review which require consultants’ assistance or input often benefit a single party, or a very limited class of citizens; and,

WHEREAS, the Aurora Village Board of Trustees has determined that it is just and equitable for applicants, appellants and other parties seeking the assistance of the municipality to reimburse the Village of Aurora for costs associated with matters reviewed by any or all of the municipal boards; and,

WHEREAS, this is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c) (27) and is otherwise exempt from environmental review pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and

WHEREAS, 
At a regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Aurora, County of Cayuga, State of New York, held at the Village Hall, 456 Main Street, Aurora, New York, at 7:00 p.m. on February 15, 2012, the following members of the Village Board of Trustees being present:



BONNIE APGAR BENNETT, MAYOR



GEORGE FARENTHOLD 



LILI MACCORMICK



JANET MURPHY



MARIE TAYLOR


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Aurora as follows:

7. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby adopt Local Law #3 of 2012.

8. 
The Village Board of Trustees hereby determines that the aforementioned Local Law is a Type II action as defined in 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(27) and accordingly, the Village Board of Trustees expressly determines that this action is not an action that requires review pursuant to the provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Action (“SEQRA”);

9. 
The Village Board of Trustees has properly noticed a Public Hearing on the Proposed Local Law #3 of 2012 to be held at Village Hall on February 15, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m.;

Now upon the Motion of Trustee Farenthold and Seconded by Trustee MacCormick, a roll-call vote is tallied by the Village Clerk as follows:

Trustee Apgar Bennett
AYE

Trustee Farenthold

AYE

Trustee MacCormick

AYE

Trustee Murphy
            AYE

Trustee Taylor


AYE

Motion:  CARRIED      
At least 5 of the above named Village Board of Trustee members having voted in the affirmative, Local Law #3 is adopted this 15th day of February, 2012.

Short Term Rentals
Mayor Bennett, Code Enforcement Officer Piechuta, and Planning Board Chair Gil will research similar New York State village municipality policies in order to better define, regulate and amend current zoning law in the Village of Aurora.  

Post Office

Mayor Bennett reported that the Department of Transportation is amenable to renovation ideas in and around the post office including, changing the front curb cut, reestablishing a green area, connecting the sidewalk to Bet the Farm, raising the sidewalk for better visibility when exiting the parking lot, and extending the sidewalk to meet the Village Park.
On motion by Trustee Taylor, seconded by Trustee Murphy, the Board voted to accept the Department of Transportation parking lot transformation for safety in front of the Post Office.  

AYE: Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee MacCormick, the Board voted to adjourn at 9:03pm.

AYE:  Bennett, Farenthold, MacCormick, Murphy and Taylor

NAY:  None

Motion carried unanimously.  

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk
