Village of Aurora Community Preservation Panel Special Meeting October 23, 2013

Present: Chair Chris MacCormick, Jeff Blum, Dan DiSanto, and Claire Morehouse.  

Absent: Ed Easter
Others Present:  Planning Board members – Chair Nancy Gil, Grace Bates, Pat Bianconi, Alan Connors, and Pat Foser, Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Village Treasurer, Deborah Brooks, Village Attorney Tom Blair, Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, Sue Edinger, Alex Schloop, Melzar T. Richards, Jane Richards, David Brooks, David Kauber, Laura Holland, Jacci Farlow, Virgil Farlow, Bill Dugan, and Robin Driskel.

Call to Order:  Chair MacCormick called the meeting to order at 7:09pm.

Application #13-30 from Pleasant Rowland for demolition of the railing and pillars in front of 453 Main Street (Abbott House) Tax Map #181.12-1-8

There was no further discussion on Application #13-30 and the consensus of the Community Preservation Panel and the Planning Board at the joint public hearing was that the railing and adjoining pillars are unappealing and historically insignificant.
On motion by DiSanto, seconded by Morehouse, the Community Preservation Panel approved the demolition application as submitted.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Chair MacCormick issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Application #13-31 from Arleo Real Estate for a dock at 281 Main St.
(Tax Map #182.17-1-5)
Discussion ensued regarding the side setback requirements and it was determined that the 32’ south setback and 42’ north setback meet the Village of Aurora Zoning Law criteria.  The Community Preservation Panel also expressed their satisfaction with the 60’ dock length, 15’ of steps, and all building materials.
On motion by Blum, seconded by DiSanto, the Community Preservation Panel approved Application #13-31 as submitted.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Chair MacCormick issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

#13-32 from Melzar and Jane Richards for a dock at 267 Main St. (Tax Map #182.17-1-8.1)
Discussion ensued regarding the unusual configuration of the applicant’s property and the prudence of building a permanent dock on a parcel adjacent to the main property that abuts the neighboring property owner to the south.  Concerns included:
· Overcrowding of the site.

· Locating the dock in the middle of the main property is more logical, but even 10’ north of the current site is preferable.
· The current neighboring property owner is agreeable to the plan, but the property could be sold in the future to someone who could challenge the legality of the site.
· Planning Board side and rear setback requirements.
· Several deeds to the property and the question of who owns the shoreline west of the old railroad bed could result in substantial future legal costs to the applicant.

Village Attorney Blair recommended the applicants retain council for advice on the property issues raised before moving forward with their application.

The applicants explained their preference for the specified location which included:

· A temporary dock already exists on the site.

· The temporary dock is not safe as access to the lake is via rickety steps and rocks.

· The site is preferred for aesthetic reasons and is protected by an existing break wall.
· There is currently a deck at the site which would lead to the new dock.
The applicants understood the board’s concerns, but stated the risk would be theirs alone if any future problems arose.

On motion by Morehouse, seconded by DiSanto, the CPP voted to approve the application as submitted, though strongly cautioned the applicants to tread lightly and consider all potential real property issues that were discussed.
AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Chair MacCormick issued the applicants a Certificate of Appropriateness.

On motion by Morehouse, seconded by DiSanto, the CPP voted to adjourn the special meeting at 7:37pm.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
