Village of Aurora Community Preservation Panel 
              Minutes of Regular Meeting Wednesday, October 2, 2013
Call to Order: Chair MacCormick called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

Present: Chris MacCormick, Jeff Blum, Dan DiSanto, and Claire Morehouse 

Absent: Ed Easter
Others present: Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Planning Board members Grace Bates and Pat Foser, Tom Gunderson, Kathleen Wray, Mary Yaple, Laura Holland, Peggy Dupee, Jim Orman, and Alan Clugston.
Approval of Minutes: On motion by Blum, seconded by Morehouse, the CPP approved the September 4, 2013 minutes.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.
Announcements: 

There were no announcements.
Changes to the agenda 
Application #12-13 from Tom Gunderson will be reviewed under Old Business.

Old Business

Application #12-13 from Tom Gunderson for a modification to a deck at 287 Main St. (Tax Map #182.17-1-4.2) 
Mr. Gunderson proposed lengthening the current deck by 12 feet to match up to the door along the south side.  This includes raising the steps to the deck to allow for extra headroom.

On motion by Morehouse, seconded by Blum, the CPP approved the modifications to application #12-13

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Chair MacCormick issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Application #13-22 from Kathleen Wray for a demolition permit at 33 Wells Rd. (Tax Map #182.17-1-46) – Consultation only
Chair MacCormick informed the applicant that the process cannot move forward without a complete application.  In order to proceed with a demolition permit, the applicant was encouraged to submit a complete plan, with elevations and a site plan for any replacement structures. She said that she was no longer sure how she wanted to proceed, and might like to start by demolishing the building that is there, partly out of concern for safety issues. 
The applicant questioned why she couldn’t leave the land vacant and Chair MacCormick replied the demolition permit is more likely to be approved with a replacement plan included.  As part of the charter of the CPP is to retain the character of the village (see email from CPP member Ed Easter, a copy attached to these minutes), leaving a lot vacant in a neighborhood is not good stewardship and not in line with the Village of Aurora Zoning Law regarding demolitions (Section 704.D.4).  

It was pointed out that the notice from Code Enforcement Officer Piechuta to Mr. Crocker (the previous owner of the property) of last April was not a requirement for demolition, just a call for remedies. The applicant said that if she couldn't obtain a demolition permit without specifying replacement structures, she would consider removing parts of the structure that were add-ons; Grace Bates mentioned that the committees might be more receptive to that approach than to one for removal of the entire structure without a plan for alternative use of the property, and the chair concurred.  Chair MacCormick informed the applicant that she can modify her plans throughout the process with the proper board review.  

Ms. Wray thanked Ms. Bates and stated she would consider that alternative.
New Business
Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness 

#13-27 from Jim Orman for a garage addition at 50 Court St. (Tax Map #182.9-1-25)
The applicant informed the CPP that the addition will extend 3 feet from the driveway, does not extend back past the patio behind the house and the additional elevation does not impede his neighbor to the south.  
On motion by DiSanto, seconded by Blum, the CPP approved Application #13-27 as submitted.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Chair MacCormick issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

#13-29 from John Dentes for a fish pond at 425 Main St. (Tax Map #181.12-11.2)
Chair MacCormick stated Application #13-29 did not fall under the criteria for CPP review and the application was struck from the agenda.
 #13-30 from Pleasant T. Rowland, LLC for a demolition permit of the stone pillars and a railing at the entrance of 453 Main St. (Tax Map #181.12-1-8)
Chair MacCormick, in consultation with Planning Board members Bates and Foser, scheduled a joint public hearing for review of Application #13-30 on October 23, 2013 at 7:00pm.

#13-31 from Arleo Real Estate for a dock at 281 Main St. (Tax Map #182.17-1-5)

#13-32 from Melzar and Jane Richards for a dock at 267 Main St. (Tax Map #182.17-1-8.1)

The CPP had questions regarding the placement of both of the docks and materials for construction.  However, neither of the applicants nor the contractor were in attendance and, therefore, review of the application was tabled until the October 23, 2013 Planning Board meeting.  The CPP will review applications #13-31 and 13-32 at a special meeting following the joint public hearing. 

Adjournment: 

On motion by Morehouse, seconded by DiSanto, the CPP voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:13pm.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni 
Village Clerk
