Village of Aurora Community Preservation Panel
Minutes of Regular Meeting Wednesday, November 6, 2013
Present:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, Easter, and Morehouse
Others Present:  Village Clerk Ann Balloni, Village Historian Dr. Linda Schwab, Planning Board Chair Nancy Gil, Planning Board member Pat Foser, Bob Fitzgerald, Laura Holland, Kathleen Wray and Mary Yaple.

Call to Order:  Chair MacCormick called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Approval of Minutes

October 2, 2013: On motion by DiSanto, seconded by Morehouse, the CPP voted to approve the minutes of October 2, 2013.

AYES: MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN:  Easter

Motion carried

October 23, 2013 Joint Public Hearing: On motion by Morehouse, seconded by Blum, the CPP voted to approve the October 23, 2013 Joint Public Hearing minutes.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN:  Easter

Motion carried

October 23, 2013 Special Meeting:  On motion by Blum, seconded by DiSanto, the CPP voted to approve the October 23, 2013 Special Meeting minutes.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

ABSTAIN:  Easter

Motion carried
Announcements: There were no announcements

Changes to the Agenda:  Application #12-13 from Michael Peter will be discussed under Old Business.

Old Business
Chair MacCormick referred to two items included in the board packets regarding Application #12-13 from Michael Peter.  The village received a copy of a letter from the New York State Office of General Services (a copy attached to these minutes) informing Michael Peter that his dock application still exceeds the square footage limit, though the application currently meets the height requirement.  Mr. Peter submitted a copy to the village of his application to the New York State Office of General Services (a copy attached to these minutes) requesting an expansion of his existing dock.  

The OGS application provides an opportunity for the village to respond if the applicant’s intention is believed to adversely affect the village.  Chair MacCormick noted that the application had been approved as submitted by the CPP at their April 3, 2013 meeting and the CPP members agreed they had no comment on the matter. 

Application #13-22 from Kathleen Wray for a demolition permit at 33 Wells Road (Tax Map #182.17-1-46)

Discussion ensued regarding the intent of the applicant and the procedure, per the Village of Aurora Zoning Law, the CPP is obligated to follow when reviewing demolition applications.  Chair MacCormick sited Village Zoning Law section 704.D.4, regarding demolition, which states:  “The decision of the Community Preservation Panel shall be based on present condition of the structure, pertinent historical significance of the structure, the relationship of the affected parcel to its surrounding parcels, economic viability of use alternate to demolition, future plans for the property, public comment and other local factors.”
The panel members had several questions for the applicant including:

· Is the plan for a full or partial demolition?
· If partial demo, is there a renovation plan?

· If full demo, is there a plan to rebuild?

· Is there a time frame?

· Are there protection plans in place for the winter to prevent further damage?

Ms. Wray responded that she would like to move slowly with the demolition process and determine as she goes along whether or not any part of the structure is salvageable.  Ms. Wray stated she was only considering partial demolition/renovation as a courtesy to the village, and only if it is financially viable, but would prefer to tear the house down as it is dangerous in its current condition and there is nothing historically or aesthetically special about it.  Ms Wray further stated she has no plans to rebuild at this time.  
Chair MacCormick reminded Ms. Wray that at previous meetings she was informed that, without a replacement plan, the chances of having her application approved were greatly reduced.  Chair MacCormick again referred to section 704.D.4 of the Village Zoning Law reiterating that they have to follow the criteria set forth in the law when rendering their decision.  Ms. Wray was also reminded that there is an Order to Remedy on the property and, as the current owner, she is responsible for compliance.
Chair MacCormick then informed Ms. Wray that the village, per Local Law #3 of 2012, (Regarding Reimbursement of Professional Consultant Fees) can hire the village engineer, at the applicant’s expense, to determine if the house can be renovated at a reasonable cost.  Chair MacCormick further stated that, if the financial cost of repair or renovation is deemed unreasonable, that would weigh heavily in the applicant’s favor during the review process.  Ms. Wray refused to pay for the village engineer study and stated she would find an alternate or do it herself.  Chair MacCormick explained that the cost of the village engineer at $100.00 per hour could potentially save her time and money later on if the structure was deemed too costly to renovate.  
Chair MacCormick sympathized with the applicant in regard to the difficulty of the project.  However, he explained, in order to continue with the process a joint public hearing has to be scheduled with the Planning Board and, without the determination of the village engineer or a definitive plan in place, would be a waste of everyone’s time.  Chair MacCormick then asked Ms. Wray if he should schedule the public hearing for their next meeting on December 4th.  Ms. Wray informed the board she will be out of town, but would consider sending a representative.   Chair MacCormick, upon consulting with Planning Board Chair Gil, set the joint public hearing date for December 4, 2013.
New Business

Application #13-34 from Brian Fitzgerald for the installation of a driveway at 563 Main Street (Tax Map #181.08-1-6.1)

Chair MacCormick and Planning Board Chair Gil both agreed that their respective board reviews are not necessary for this project.  However, since the application was before the CPP, it was decided the CPP would continue with their review.   
Mr. Fitzgerald was represented by his father who stated the driveway would be gravel, is 45 ft from the neighboring property owner to the south, and they are waiting on the DOT permit.

On motion by DiSanto, seconded by Morehouse, the CPP approved application #13-33 as submitted.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, Easter, and Morehouse.

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

Chair MacCormick issued a Certificate of Appropriateness to the applicant.

Application #13-34 from Brian Fitzgerald for installation of a dock at 563 Main Street ( Tax Map #181.08-1-6.1)

The dock will be located 50 ft from the north boundary, 100 ft from the south boundary, is 95 ft in length, driven pilings (6 ft exposed), and constructed of pressure treated wood.

On motion by Blum, seconded by Easter, the CPP approved the application as submitted.

AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, Easter and Morehouse

NAYS:  None

Motion carried unanimously.

On motion by DiSanto, seconded by Morehouse, the CPP voted to adjourn at 8:02pm.
AYES:  MacCormick, Blum, DiSanto, Easter, and Morehouse

NAYS: None

Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni

Village Clerk
