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Community Preservation Panel June 6, 2018 Meeting Minutes
The meeting was held at the Aurora Firehouse meeting room at 7:00 pm

Present: Chairperson Chris MacCormick, Jeff Blum, Richard Kegler, Claire Morehouse and Janet Murphy

Others Present  
Village Officials: Clerk Ann Balloni, ZBA member Laura Holland and Historian Dr. Linda Schwab
Members of the Public: Jodi Gunderson, Tom Gunderson, Lili MacCormick, Steve Moolin and Mnetha Warren

Call to Order: Mr. MacCormick called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Changes to the Agenda: No changes

Approval of Minutes

April 4, 2018: On motion by Ms. Morehouse, seconded by Mr. Blum, the CPP voted to approve the April 4, 2018 minutes.
AYES: Blum, Kegler, MacCormick, Morehouse and Murphy
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

May 2, 2018: On motion by Mr. Blum, seconded by Ms. Murphy, the CPP voted to approve the May 2, 2018 minutes.
AYES: Blum, Kegler, MacCormick, Morehouse and Murphy
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Announcements: Mr. MacCormick discussed with the CPP the review process for signs. The Inns of Aurora renovated the sign in front of the former Art & Design Center to denote the Inns new yoga and fitness center. Painting and wording changed but the Inns retained the original framework of the sign.  Different sections of the zoning law give conflicting information on the need for CPP review. 

Mr. MacCormick suggested addressing the sign regulations in the zoning law with the Village Board of Trustees and, potentially, ruling retroactively on the Inns of Aurora sign.

Visitor Welcome:  Dr. Schwab gave an update of the Walter Wood building at 342 Main St.  An estimate for restoration from Rick Lazarus for $90,000.00 was submitted to Pleasant Rowland/Inns of Aurora.  According to Dr. Schwab, there is no plan from Ms. Rowland to protect the building and prevent further decay and Ms. Edinger, Inns of Aurora General Manager, suggested that Dr. Schwab research grant funding.

Dr. Schwab reiterated that the deterioration amounts to demolition by neglect and Mr. MacCormick replied that it is just neglect and the committee’s focus is strictly historic preservation. Dr. Schwab mentioned conferring with the village code enforcement officer due to the potential danger of the roof collapsing and noted that the property owner cannot claim economic hardship as an excuse for preventing further deterioration. Dr. Schwab also remarked that Ms. Edinger indicated that the building won’t be repaired unless the Village of Aurora allows the Inns projects to move forward.  

Old Business: No Old Business was discussed

New Business

Application #18-14 from Grace Bates for a new garage and root cellar at 78 Court St (Tax Map #182.09-1-16)

Mr. MacCormick noted that the new garage received prior approval and has not been moved or altered on the current application.

Ms. Bates presented the root cellar plans, noting a visible one-story stone wall on the north and west elevations.  An underground irrigation system consisting of 3 1500-gallon tanks is noted on the site plan to pipe overflow to Court St, but Ms. Bates remarked that DPW Superintendent, Kurt Wilmot, recommended piping the overflow to Sherwood Rd to better handle the volume of water.  Mr. MacCormick noted that drainage is under the purview of the Planning Board.

On motion by Mr. Kegler, seconded by Ms. Morehouse, the CPP voted to approve Application #18-14 as submitted.
AYES: Blum, Kegler, MacCormick, Morehouse and Murphy
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. MacCormick issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Application #18-15 from Elisabeth MacCormick for an addition at 16 Dublin Hill Rd (Tax Map #182.17-1-36)

Mr. MacCormick recused himself (applicant is his mother) and Mr. Blum chaired the panel for the review of Application #18-15.

Ms. MacCormick described an enclosed 4’ x 8’ porch to better access the front door. The addition materials are the same as the house. 

On motion by Ms. Morehouse, seconded by Mr. Kegler, the CPP voted to approve Application #18-15 as submitted.
AYES: Blum, Kegler, Morehouse and Murphy
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Blum issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Application #18-17 from the Aurora Free Library for a renovation at 370 Main St (Tax Map #182.13-1-21)

Mr. MacCormick returned to the meeting.

Mr. Moolin, president of the Aurora Free Library, explained that they are not looking for approval from the CPP at this time, but would like construction aid and consultation from the panel.  The project consists of replacing roof tiles, repairs to the south side facia and west elevation, rebuilding the outside stage doors and replacing the furnace.

Mr. MacCormick noted that the furnace is not under CPP purview and the committee applauds their restoration efforts.  Mr. MacCormick noted that the repair/replacement of the stage doors should come before the CPP for review and they are excited to confer with the library board throughout the project. Ms. Morehouse suggested also consulting with Rick Lazarus regarding the stage doors.

The CPP strongly endorse the proposed approach for Application #18-17, appreciate the applicant’s consultation with the CPP, and encourage further development of the project.

Application #18-18 from Mnetha Warren for a new sign at 286 Main St (Tax Map #182.17-1-24)

Mr. MacCormick recused himself (applicant is his wife) and Mr. Blum chaired the panel for the review of Application #18-18.

The CPP discussed the history of the building (hardware store), appropriate lettering and fonts and design elements. The hardware store opened in 1927, but the exact date of the building is unknown by the applicant.  A change to the application is adding an “M” to the 15 ½’L x 1’8”W sign on the second story building face so it reads THE CHAS. M. SHAKELTON BLDG.

The Trader Rose Vintage sign is vinyl on plywood, will hang from existing sign posts and measures 51”W x 34”H.  The posts leave room for additional signs underneath for potential vendors.

On motion by Ms. Morehouse, seconded by Ms. Murphy, the CPP voted to approve Application #18-18 as submitted.
AYES: Blum, Kegler, Morehouse and Murphy
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Blum issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Application #18-19 from Tom Gunderson for a new roof at 287 Main St (Tax Map #182.17-1-4.2)

Mr. MacCormick returned to the meeting.

Mr. Gunderson described a new metal roof to replace the existing cement/asbestos roof.  Mr. Gunderson noted some deterioration and suggested that solar panels may be added in the future.

On motion by Ms. Morehouse, seconded by Mr. Blum, the CPP voted to approve Application #18-19 as submitted.
AYES: Blum, Kegler, MacCormick, Morehouse and Murphy
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. MacCormick issued the applicant a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Adjournment: On motion by Mr. Blum, seconded by Ms. Morehouse, the CPP voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.
AYES: Blum, Kegler, MacCormick, Morehouse and Murphy
NAYS: None
Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Balloni
Village Clerk
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