Aurora Village Board
Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Public Hearings on Local Law #1 for 2011 – “A Local Law Governing the Installation and Maintenance of Sidewalks in the Village of Aurora” and a “Renewed Franchise Agreement with Time Warner Cable”
February 16, 2011

Present – Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Janet Murphy, George Farenthold, Marie Taylor, and Lili MacCormick.

Also Present – Village Clerk Dee Nance, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, and Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta.

Members of the Public – David Brooks. 

Public Hearing on Local Law #1 for 2011

Mayor Bennett called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 PM.  There was no public comment and the public hearing was adjourned at 7:01 PM.

Public Hearing on a “Renewed Franchise Agreement with Time Warner Cable”

Mayor Bennett called the second Public Hearing to order at 7:01 PM.  There was no public comment and the public hearing adjourned at 7:02 PM.

Regular Monthly Meeting
Mayor Bennett called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:02 PM, and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Presentation 

Representatives were on hand from Cuddy and Ward, LLP to report on their audit of village finances, completed January 10, 2011.  They reported that they had done an extensive review of village invoices searching for improper expenditures and wasteful or illegal spending.  They found nothing of the kind. They conducted fraud interviews and again, found nothing.  They examined a sampling of water and sewer bills and found no errors.  They praised Treasurer Brooks for being helpful and cooperative throughout the audit and concluded that the village’s finances are being conducted properly under state regulations.  They remarked, several times, that it was a “nice, clean audit.”

When questioned about the village’s financial health, they responded that the village has a “nice, solid balance sheet,” adding that if the state were to come in they might say that we have too much money, as we have double the amount the state recommends.  It is their opinion, however, that the state recommendations are too low.
Treasurer Brooks asked what they thought of the water and sewer fund, specifically, and was told that this fund was the only fund at the 25% level recommended by the state.  They thought the village was fine for this fiscal year, but should consider raising rates the following year.

In conclusion, they felt that it had been a very good year for the village’s general fund.  The water and sewer fund was one fund that would need looking at in the near future.

A motion to accept the Cuddy and Ward, LLP audit report was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.     

Announcements – Mayor Bennett announced that the village has been awarded a grant from the William G. Pomeroy Foundation, in the amount of $2,128.00, to purchase two historical marker signs for the village.  One sign will recognize that Aurora was the location of the first courthouse erected in Cayuga County, circa 1795.  The second sign will recognize the Aurora Postal Service for being the first postal service in the nation, west of Canajoharie. 
Mayor Bennett reported that she has spoken with Barbara Casper at Southern Cayuga Central School.  Her local history class is working on essays to post on the new village website.

Mayor Bennett reported that she has met with the SCCS Superintendent of Schools regarding tax rates and the school budget.

Clerk Nance announced that her records management grant application has been submitted.  Grant awards will not be announced until June. 

Clerk Nance reported that she has been in phone contact with Matt Haenlin and continues to make progress on the village website.
Mayor Bennett asked for approval of the January 19, 2011 regular meeting minutes.  A motion of acceptance was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.
Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Brooks presented a report for the month of January.  Ms. Brooks also gave budget worksheets to the board members and asked them to prepare projected budgets for their departments.
Mayor Bennett presented the budget modifications to the board.

General Fund

$   611.90
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingent Account

     500.00
TO

A1320.4 – Auditor - Contractual Expense



TO

A9040.8 – Worker’s Compensation

$   788.91
FROM

A1620.4 – Buildings – Contractual Expense



TO

A1620.45 – Buildings – Fuel Oil  (to correct a typo)

Trustee Farenthold moved approval of the General Fund Budget Modifications; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the bills for payment on Abstract #10.

General Fund – voucher #’s 251, 254-255, 257-258, 260-264, 266-270, 272, 274-275, 277-278, and 280-282 in the amount of $15,822.35.  

Trustee Farenthold questioned the salt charges.  There was some discussion.  Trustee Taylor reported that Superintendent Wilmot has said that our salt agreement with Wells College needs to be reviewed.
Complaints about poor snow plowing along Route 90 were voiced by several board members.  Ms. Brooks suggested complaining to the County Legislature because although Route 90 is a state highway, the county plows it.

Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the General Fund Bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Water Fund – voucher #’s 253, 257, 263, 269, 273, 276 and 282 in the amount of $13,806.64.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Water Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Sewer Fund – voucher #’s 252, 254, 256-257, 259, 263, 265-266, 269, 271, 277 and 279 in the amount of $5,199.87.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Sewer Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Committee Reports 
Buildings and Grounds –Trustee Murphy reported that she had received a call from Bill Mullarney telling her that the lights on the firehouse flagpole and lights on the north end of the building were not working.  Changing bulbs and checking circuit breakers had not solved the problem.  Trustee Farenthold said there had been trouble with these lights in the past and work had been done on them by Pleasant Valley Electric.  Trustee Murphy reported that Superintendent Wilmot is working on a resolution to the problem.
Parks and Recreation – Trustee MacCormick had nothing new to report this month.  She is working on preparations for the Summer Swim Program.
Streets and Public Safety – Trustee Farenthold stated that the trash truck haulers are becoming a problem again.  The Sunshine haulers have asked for and received a variance allowing them to run their fifty-three foot trucks along Route 90, so we’ve lost our enforcement capability.  Trustee Farenthold also reported that we are still working on getting an inspection station near Aurora.  It’s problematic because there aren’t many places with enough room to safely pull over trucks and do inspections.
Water and Sewer – Trustee Taylor reported that Adam Van Horn passed his final exam, so the village now has two certified wastewater treatment plant operators.  Study manuals have been ordered for Michael White.  He can begin his operator training after he has been on the job for six months. 

Community Preservation Panel – No minutes.

Planning Board – No minutes.

Zoning Board of Appeals – No minutes.

Code Enforcement Officer – monthly report for January 20, 2011 – February 16, 2011.
The board discussed the need for a public hearing to adopt the new 2010 fire and building codes.  Mayor Bennett asked if a SEQR would be required.  Mr. Piechuta did not think so, but Mayor Bennett said she would seek advice from Attorney Fusco, and likely hold a public hearing in March.
New Business – There was a brief discussion of the proposed sidewalk law.  Mayor Bennett has been advised by Attorney Fusco that the new law will not increase the village’s liability.  The village has already assumed liability by plowing village sidewalks.
A motion to adopt Local Law #1 of 2011, “A Local Law Governing the Installation and Maintenance of Sidewalks in the Village of Aurora” was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Trustee Murphy explained the terms of the Time Warner Franchise Agreement to the board.  The term is 10 years.  The rate has been kept at 3%, and the agreement is non-binding.  This means that competitors can come in, but they must abide by the franchise agreement.

A motion to accept “A Franchise Granting to Time Warner Entertainment-Advance/Newhouse Partnership, Permission to Construct, Operate and Maintain a Cable Television System Throughout the Village of Aurora” was made by Trustee Murphy; seconded by Trustee Farenthold.  Motion carried 5:0.

Trustee Taylor reported that an electrician has inspected Patrick Tavern and said he could put in an electrical service, but electricity cannot be run through the building until walls and studs are put up.  The board briefly discussed the future of Patrick Tavern.
A motion of adjournment was made by Trustee Taylor; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dee Nance

Village Clerk
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