Aurora Village Board
Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Regular Monthly Meeting 

September 15, 2010

Present – Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Janet Murphy, George Farenthold (arrived at 7:06 PM), Lili MacCormick and Marie Taylor.

Also Present – Village Clerk Dee Nance, Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta and Treasurer Deborah Brooks. 

Members of the Public – David Brooks.

Regular Monthly Meeting
Mayor Bennett called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Bennett asked for approval of the August 18, 2010 regular meeting minutes.  A motion of acceptance was made by Trustee Taylor; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 4:0.

Announcements – Clerk Nance reported that she had heating contracts from Hills for the board to review, along with a request for an annual membership renewal with the Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance.  Clerk Nance reported that the Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance was requesting $325 to renew for the next year.  According to Treasurer Brooks, last year’s fee was $225 and the previous year was $125.  
Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Brooks reported that she had no monthly report prepared at this time.  Ms. Brooks recommended that the board approve the Hill’s heating contracts.  She reported that the contract for the Aurora Post Office had increased $18 and the contract for the Aurora Fire Hall had increased by $32.
Mayor Bennett presented the budget modifications to the board. 

General Fund 

$  118.34
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingent Account



TO

A1910.4 – Unallocated Insurance$
$  794.27
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingent Account

421.23 A7310.2 – Youth Program – Equipment

$1,215.50
TO

A7310.1 – Youth Program – Personal Services

Ms. Brooks explained that budget modifications were needed to pay for the bond performance adjustments, and money was transferred for the youth program which had exceeded its budget by $2018.

Trustee Farenthold moved approval of the General Fund Budget Modifications; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the bills for payment on Abstract #4.

General Fund – voucher #’s 108-111, 113, 115-122, 125-132 in the amount of $8,158.41.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the General Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.

Water Fund – voucher #’s 108, 115, 119-120, 123, 132 in the amount of $1,217.34.  Trustee Murphy moved payment of the Water Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Farenthold.  Motion carried 5:0.

Sewer Fund – voucher #’s 108, 110, 112, 114-115, 118-120, 124, 126 in the amount of $4,485.80.  Trustee MacCormick moved payment of the Sewer Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Committee Reports
Buildings and Grounds – Trustee Murphy said she had nothing new to report.  She noted that the fire house roof is not leaking.  Trustee Taylor reported that the fireman had detected a leak in the roof while using the “big gun” but they had repaired the leak.
Mayor Bennett said that Superintendent of Public Works, Kurt Wilmot, had approached her about asking the Aurora Library to cut down the tall evergreen tree in their front yard.  He believes the tree is diseased, damaged and in danger of falling.  Trustee Farenthold suggested consulting with an arborist.  Mayor Bennett stated that the matter is out of our hands and up to the library to decide.  Trustee Murphy offered to attend a library board meeting to voice the Village’s concerns.  Ms. Brooks commented that the DPW crew finds the tree extremely difficult to decorate for the Christmas tree lighting and they do not look forward to this task each year.  Mayor Bennett felt that the Village should offer financial support to the Aurora Library for tree removal and/or replacement since this tree is lit every year for our “Christmas in Aurora” celebration.

Parks and Recreation – Trustee MacCormick reported that she plans to begin a clean up effort in the gardens at the Memorial Playground.  She also read the end of summer dock report from Summer Recreation Director, Carolyn Connors.  (see attached.)
Streets and Public Safety – Trustee Farenthold reported that it will soon be time to erect the alternate street parking signs, which aid the DPW in snow removal.
Water and Sewer – Trustee Taylor reported that everything is fine at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The water line at the south end of the village was disturbed by the road work, but the project is nearly complete.  The D.O.T. hopes to black top over the water line tomorrow.  Superintendent Wilmot reported that many village residents turn their water off themselves when they are away over the winter.  Others keep their water on, as water is used to fill their boilers and heat their homes.  Mr. Wilmot added that lack of water use by the Aurora Inn for six months in the winter, is the single most damaging loss of income, and it would take an enormous charge for everyone to make up this loss.  
Community Preservation Panel – Minutes of September 1, 2010.
Planning Board – no minutes.
Zoning Board of Appeals – no minutes.

Code Enforcement Officer – monthly report for August 19 through September 15, 2010.  Mayor Bennett stated that she is going to ask the chairs of the other village boards to contact Mr. Piechuta during his office hours every Monday to advise him on pending applications and help him determine which boards need to see which files.  Mr. Piechuta said that he would welcome their input.
Village Historian – no report.  Mayor Bennett reported that Village Historian, Sheila Edmunds is in the hospital recovering from a fall.  Ms. Edmunds would like Mayor Bennett to apply for a grant from the Pomeroy Foundation in Syracuse, for a historic marker commemorating the Aurora Postal Service.
Old Business – There was some discussion regarding the status of Orchard Lane.  Technically, the village does not own this street, yet they plow and maintain it.  Trustee Farenthold felt that the village should take possession of this street, whether the residents of Orchard Lane sell it, or deed it to the village.  Mayor Bennett replied that Orchard Lane does not meet the specs. for a public street and would have to be redesigned.  Mayor Bennett said that she believes the residents of Woods End pay Wells College for plowing.  She asked Trustee Farenthold to investigate this issue.
New Business – There was some discussion concerning the increased renewal fee with the Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance.  Ms. Brooks stated that she did not feel we are well represented on their website – www.fingerlakes.org.  Mayor Bennett commented that she was not sure it was a good use of public funds.  It was agreed that Clerk Nance would contact the Finger Lakes Tourism Alliance regarding the fee and make certain we are being charged a municipality rate and not a business rate.
Trustee Farenthold moved adjournment; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:58 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

 Dee Nance                                                                                                                   Village Clerk
