Aurora Village Board
Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Regular Monthly Meeting 

October 20, 2010

Present – Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Janet Murphy, George Farenthold and Marie Taylor.

Absent – Trustee Lili MacCormick.
Also Present – Village Clerk Dee Nance, Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta and Treasurer Deborah Brooks. 

Members of the Public – David Brooks, Chesley Brion, Jan Knout, Bob Deer, Richard Mix, David Brong, Phil Dann, James Edwards, Arlene Craver, Don Bardeen, Don Jablonski and George Fearon.

Regular Monthly Meeting
Mayor Bennett called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 PM and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Bennett asked for approval of the September 15, 2010 regular meeting minutes.  A motion of acceptance was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 4:0.

Announcements – Mayor Bennett informed the board that she has been in contact with Matt and Erin Haenlin for an update on their progress in designing the new village website.  She has asked them to put the website up with an “under construction” message across it, but they have yet to do so. 

Mayor Bennett stated that she contacted the Pomeroy Foundation concerning our grant application for an historic sign.  She learned that the foundation board had not met due to an illness and decisions on grants would be delayed.

Mayor Bennett asked to add an item to the agenda under new business, to discuss the possibility of adding a new employee to the Department of Public Works.

Mayor Bennett then addressed the board and members of the public regarding concerns over the Route 90 South Water Main Extension.  Mayor Bennett stated that the previous mayor and his board had been approached by villagers at the south end of the village with a request for village water.  They were presently being served by a single meter that went through one house and served additional houses.  This arrangement was not working well and state law requires that the village provide water – so we did.

Mayor Bennett said that in 2008 the village put the job out for bid and learned that the project would cost a tremendous amount of money.  The project was tabled until the New York State Department of Transportation announced their project to replace the bridge near the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  At this point, the water line extension project was combined with the bridge replacement project at a more manageable cost to the village, and the project was managed by the D.O.T. and the engineering firm, M.R.B. Group.

Mayor Bennett stated that it wasn’t until she was contacted by Sunset Beach residents that she learned that the water line hydrant had been placed on private property without an easement.  She had no idea the easement requested by the engineers had never been sent.  Mayor Bennett said it’s not clear how this oversight occurred.  It may have been assumed that the D.O.T. was handling the easements.  Mayor Bennett added that the D.O.T. has a temporary easement that runs on Sunset Beach, but no permanent easement.

Mayor Bennett stated that the fire hydrant was placed in a somewhat public place and elevated so it would not be flooded.  It was placed as far to the west as possible to be out of the way.  She added that the village had had nothing to do with this; it had all been handled by the D.O.T.  Mayor Bennett noted that although the hydrant was placed as far to the west as possible, the property owners have cleared away some brush, so now the hydrant sits in the middle of their parking area.

Mayor Bennett concluded that the village is concerned with maintaining its infrastructure, and that we have no designs on providing water to Sunset Beach.  She added that the village is willing to move the hydrant and put it where the residents want it, and that clearly, we would need an easement.  There is room to move the hydrant another 7 feet to the west.

Visitor Recognition – Sunset beach resident, James Edwards said that he thought moving the hydrant over another 7 feet would be great, but he was still concerned about liability.  He didn’t want to be held liable if a snow plow hit the hydrant, or if there was a fire and the fire department couldn’t get to the hydrant.

Mayor Bennett apologized saying that the village had “dropped the ball” on this one.  “I can apologize, but I don’t know who’s to blame” she said.
David Brong introduced himself as the President of the Sunset Beach Association.  Brong said, however, that they are not incorporated.  The corporation was dissolved years ago, and he cannot represent the Sunset Beach Association legally.

Sunset Beach resident Chesley Brion presented a 40 + page document to the board outlining the history of the Sunset Beach properties.  Mr. Brion stated that he had contacted the D.O.T. and was told there was no easement and the D.O.T. had nothing to do with it.

Mr. Brong countered that he had a copy of the April 2009 revisions to the D.O.T. project.  He had taken a look at them and found that the fire hydrant in question appears on the D.O.T. project plans from April 2009.

Trustee Farenthold asked the Sunset Beach residents what possible remedy to the situation would satisfy them.  Discussion ensued.

Some felt it should be moved 7 feet to the west.  Others wanted it torn out completely.  The possibility of obtaining the necessary easement was discussed.  The property in question is owned by at least 33 individuals, possibly more, making the easement option cumbersome.

Brong reported on an email polling he took of the 33 + owners.  They asked for the following:

· No increase in their property taxes

· Move and protect the hydrant with some form of barrier

· Hold them harmless for maintenance or damage to the system

· Pave their road to the village line and maintain it

Mr. Brion asked why the hydrant wasn’t placed on the properties of the people requesting water.  Mayor Bennett replied that those properties were too low and therefore not a good location for the hydrant.

Mr. Edwards spoke again and said that he had lived at Sunset Beach since 1977.  He has often heard it referred to as a “shanty town” and says most residents feel unwanted by both the village and the town.  So there are bad feelings, and he would like to see an improved relationship between Sunset Beach and the Village of Aurora.

Mayor Bennett thanked the Sunset Beach residents for coming down to voice there concerns, and she said that she would meet with them again in a few weeks after conducting further research.  She would contact David Brong as their spokesperson.

The board then heard a presentation from Don Jablonski and Don Bardeen of Flexcare.  Flexcare Inc. is a consulting, administrative organization serving municipalities in the western part of New York State, to assist them in managing their health care and employee benefits.  

Mr. Bardeen stated that Flexcare represents municipalities, not their insurance carriers.  They could assist the village in navigating the new health care reform legislation that is coming our way.  Mr. Bardeen also informed the board that there would be no cost for their service.  They are paid by a commission that is built into our insurance plan that we are already paying for.  All we would need to do is pass a resolution allowing Flexcare to create a broker of record agreement with our insurance company, designating Flexcare as our broker.  This agreement could be rescinded at any time.

Phil Dann addressed the board concerning assessments of lakefront properties.  He would like to see the village partner with other lakefront property owners to challenge the high assessments of lakefront properties.

Announcements – Clerk Nance announced that she will be attending a workshop in November on how to write a records management grant.

Clerk Nance gave a brief report on her attendance at the fall NYCOM conference in Lake Placid, NY.  She will share more at the next village board meeting.
Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Brooks presented the monthly reports for June July and August and reported that the village is doing well staying within their budget.  Ms. Brooks added that water usage was high this summer.

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s monthly reports for June, July and August was made by Trustee Murphy; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 4:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the budget modifications to the board. 

General Fund 

$   930.50
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingency Account

           .50
TO

A7310.4 – Youth Program – Personal Services

     930.00
TO

A7310.4 – Youth Program – Contractual

Trustee Murphy moved approval of the General Fund Budget Modifications; seconded by Trustee Farenthold.  Motion carried 4:0.

Sewer Fund

$1,341.00
FROM

G1990.4 – Contingency Account



TO

G8130.44 – Sewage Treatment – Equipment Repairs
Ms. Brooks explained that budget modifications were needed to pay for sewer pumps back in June.  She had missed it, until now.

Trustee Murphy moved approval of the Sewer Fund Budget Modifications; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 4:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the bills for payment on Abstract #5

.

General Fund – voucher #’s 133-134, 138-139, 141-142, 144-148, 151-154, 156-157, 159, 161-162 in the amount of $8,168.03.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the General Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 4:0.

Water Fund – voucher #’s 135-136, 147, 155, 158 in the amount of $835.53.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Water Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 4:0.

Sewer Fund – voucher #’s 134-135, 137, 139-140, 143, 145, 147, 149-150, 153, 158, 160 in the amount of $6,390.30.  Trustee Taylor moved payment of the Sewer Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Farenthold.  Motion carried 4:0.

The board discussed the membership renewal request from the Cayuga Watershed Intermunicipal Organization.  The renewal fee is $900.00.  Mayor Bennett felt it was a duplication of efforts, as we are already members through the Town of Ledyard.  Mayor Bennett called for a vote and the board voted 3:1 not to renew the membership.  Trustee Farenthold was in favor of renewal.

The board discussed renewal of membership in the Fingerlakes Tourism Alliance for $325.  Board members felt it was a large sum of money with little benefit to the village.  Mayor Bennett called for a vote and the board voted 3:1 not to renew the membership.  Trustee Farenthold was in favor of renewal.

Committee Reports
Buildings and Grounds – Trustee Murphy said she had nothing new to report concerning buildings and grounds.  She is still working on the Time Warner Cable franchise agreement.  She recently spoke with Chris Mueller of Time Warner regarding the changes she wants in the drafted agreement.  She will present the draft to the board next month and then schedule the public hearing.  It will be another 10 year contract. 

Parks and Recreation – There was no report.

Streets and Public Safety – Trustee Farenthold reported that the speed bumps on Court Street have been removed for the winter and it is time to put up the alternate street parking signs.

Water and Sewer – Trustee Taylor reported no problems at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Ms. Brooks reported, however, that a pump had failed on Monday, flooding the plant.  Dave Reynolds was called in to assist with clean-up.  

Trustee Taylor has a report to give on a water pumping station.  That report was tabled until the November meeting.

Mayor Bennett reported that she is meeting with representatives from Wells College next week to discuss needed upgrades to the Wells College water plant.

Community Preservation Panel – No minutes.

Planning Board – Minutes from August 11, 2010 .

Zoning Board of Appeals – No minutes.

Code Enforcement Officer – monthly report for September 16 through October 20, 2010.  Mr. Piechuta reported that realtors are trying to sell the McCartney property on Cherry Ave.  If it does not sell soon, it will have to be boarded up for the winter.

Village Historian – no report.  

Old Business – 
New Business – Clerk Nance presented a list of unpaid village taxes to the board.  A motion to turn the unpaid village taxes over to Cayuga County for collection was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 4:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the board with a draft of a new sidewalk law.  She asked the board to please review it and be ready to vote on it next month.

Mayor Bennett brought up the need to fulfill the state requirement for two licensed waste water treatment operators at the plant.  Adam Van Horn is one exam and a couple of years of work experience away from being certified.  That will give us two, but Mr. Wilmot is approaching retirement age.  Mr. Wilmot would like to go half time once Mr. Van Horn is certified.

Mayor Bennett recommended that the village hire another laborer to work with Mr. Van Horn this fall on leaf collection.  Gary Gamlen has had knee replacement surgery and will not be working for the village this fall.  Mayor Bennett wants this new hire to receive training as a waste water treatment operator and move up the ranks, has Mr. Van Horn has.

Mayor Bennett asked for a motion to accept the civil service job description of laborer and to fill this position with an employee who will work on an hourly basis with a six-month probation.  Trustee Taylor moved to accept the job description of laborer at full-time, with hourly pay and a six-month probation, additional clauses to be added later; seconded by Trustee Farenthold.  Motion carried 4:0.

Trustee Farenthold moved that we engage Flexcare as a broker through our existing health care commission; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 4:0.  
Trustee Farenthold moved adjournment; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 4:0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:34 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dee Nance                                                                                                                   Village Clerk
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