Aurora Village Board
Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Regular Monthly Meeting 

January 19, 2010

Present – Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Janet Murphy, George Farenthold, Lili MacCormick and Marie Taylor.

Also Present – Village Clerk Dee Nance, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, and Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta.

Member of the Public – David Brooks and George Fearon.

Regular Monthly Meeting

Mayor Bennett called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Bennett asked for approval of the December 15, 2010 regular meeting minutes.  A motion of acceptance was made by Trustee Taylor; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.
Announcements – Mayor Bennett announced that Cuddy, Cuddy and Ward, LLP have completed their audit of Village finances.  They will make a presentation to the board at the February Board of Trustees meeting.  All board members will receive a copy of their report prior to the meeting.

Mayor Bennett announced that the February meeting will also include a public hearing to adopt the new state fire and building codes.  If possible, there may also be a public hearing to adopt a new sidewalk law.  Trustee Murphy offered a third possibility—a new franchise agreement contract with Time Warner Cablevision.  Trustee MacCormick added a fourth possibility—releasing reserve funds for expenditures on new playground equipment.

Mayor Bennett announced that she has met with SCCS History teacher, Barbara Casper to discuss having SCCS 11th and 12th grade students write local history essays for the new village website.  Ideas for topics were suggested by board members and the public.  They included family histories, significant trees, village landmarks and historical marker signs.

Mayor Bennett reported on difficulties resolving the Sunset Beach easement issue.  It appears we would need 66 signatures to secure an easement on the property in question.  This could come at a cost of more than $200 per signature.  Mayor Bennett is meeting with Village Attorney Andrew Fusco to discuss options, which include eminent domain.

Clerk Nance announced that she has received her Notary Public seal and is ready to begin offering Notary Public services from the Village Office.
Clerk Nance reported that she is in the process of writing a records management grant request for the Village.  Application deadline to the New York State Archives is February 1st.  She met with Tee-Ann Hunter this week and will meet with her again next week for guidance.
Clerk Nance reported that she is making progress on the village website.  She has had two training sessions via telephone with Matt Haenlin.  Her focus at the moment is on grant writing, but she will give the website her full attention after the 1st of February.  The framework is all there, it will just take time to load all the documents and write the information sections.

Clerk Nance announced that she had received an email from NYCOM legal counselor, Wade Beltramo, requesting that municipalities contact their representatives in Albany to encourage support of Senate Bill S.2339.  The bill will re-instate two items removed from the Election Law, the ability to use lever-style voting machines and the ability to conduct elections by hand-counting paper ballots.  Clerk Nance added that if this legislation fails the village may be forced to rent ballot scanners from the county for its next election.

Visitor Recognition – George Fearon asked if the easement problem could be addressed by a small group of owners rather than all 66.  Mayor Bennett said no, that this option had been explored with the Village Attorney and was not possible.

Mr. Fearon advised that the village keep its village website home page simple so that people with dial-up connections would find it easy to log on.
Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Brooks presented a report for the month of December.  She was asked about villagers’ responses to our request for email addresses for electronic filing of meter readings.  She replied that about 1/3 of the village households had provided email addresses.
A motion to accept the December Treasurer’s Report was made by Trustee Taylor; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Trustee Farenthold asked Ms. Brooks if anything stuck out in the budget.  She replied that we are over in buildings, but other categories were okay.  There were no further questions and the motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the budget modifications to the board.

General Fund

$   341.19
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingent Account
   

TO

A1620.4 – Buildings Contractual Expense

Trustee Farenthold moved approval of the General Fund Budget Modification; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

The board reviewed the Sales Tax Distribution for December 2010.  The report uses a format created by Mr. Fearon.  Mr. Fearon explained the varying rates between municipalities.  They are based on assessments.  Those who receive the most sales tax revenue also pay the highest county taxes.

Mayor Bennett presented the bills for payment on Abstract #8.

General Fund – voucher #’s 220, 222-227, 229-230, 232-237, 239-247,  and  249-250 in the amount of $10,833.24.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the General Fund Bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Water Fund – voucher #’s 223, 225, and 235-236 in the amount of $1,173.34.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Water Fund bills; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Sewer Fund – voucher #’s 221-223, 226, 228, 230-231, 234-236, 238, 246 and 248 in the amount of $5,134.81.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Sewer Fund bills; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Committee Reports 
Buildings and Grounds –Trustee Murphy reported on her contract negotiations for a renewed franchise agreement with Time Warner Cable.  There is one more three-month extension left and if that expires we would end up with a continuation of the present contract.  She added that the proposed contract changes are really quite small.  She plans to work hard, however, to insure that we are ready for a public hearing in February.
Trustee Murphy reported that Britt Van Buskirk has been given approval to run a boxing program at Wells College.  Trustee Murphy thought it would be great if we could advertise for her on the village website.

Parks and Recreation – Trustee MacCormick raised a concern about the DOT culvert replacement project, scheduled to begin in March, possibly preventing the operation of the summer swim program.  Mayor Bennett said she would contact the DOT and Superintendent of Public Works, Kurt Wilmot, to discuss the project and determine if this is a legitimate concern, and if so, what steps could be taken to allow the summer swim program to continue as planned.

Trustee MacCormick reported on the condition of the wooden playground equipment at the Memorial Playground.  It is beginning to break down and some parts are broken and needing repair.  She reported on a conversation with Superintendent Wilmot where he stated that safety inspectors frown upon wooden equipment.  She noted that the village has a reserve fund of $50,000 for Parks and Recreation that could be used to purchase new playground equipment.  Discussion ensued.  Trustee Murphy reported that from her vantage point across the street she could say that the playground is used by at least one child nearly every day.  Clerk Nance talked about the small number of children in the village, noting that out of 15 children currently enrolled at the Aurora Preschool, only one resides in the village.  Treasurer Brooks reported that the reserve fund was created during Janet Mapstone’s time on the board of trustees.  It was intended for the creation of an ice skating rink, but the project was abandoned.  Discussion continued.  The board concluded that new playground equipment is costly and could easily use up the entire $50,000.  The reserve fund is intended for all the village parks, including the pocket parks and signage and new picnic tables were needed in other places.  The board felt that the current play set could be repaired and did not need replacement at this time.  A comprehensive study of all the parks’ needs should be undertaken before any money is spent.  No action was taken.
Discussion on general parks and recreation issues continued.  Mayor Bennett stated that she has been thinking about negotiating with Wells College to see if the boathouse area could be improved to make the summer swim program more attractive to families.  She thought a vendor cart selling ice cream or lemonade would be a nice feature.

Trustee MacCormick reported that Aurora Inn General Manager, Sue Edinger, has offered to help the village beautify the playground.  It was not clear what form this assistance would take.
Mayor Bennett thought that photos of our village parks should be posted on the new website.  She also thinks we should erect signs that indicate the location of the pocket parks.  In addition, the entrance to the Village Park needs improvement and greater visibility.

Trustee Murphy suggested placing visitor information cards, promoting the village’s parks, in all the guest rooms at the Aurora Inn and E.B. Morgan House.

Trustee MacCormick reported that Village Historian, Sheila Edmunds, is unhappy with the location of the village’s records storage container.  Miss Edmunds does not believe that the public can access their historical records easily from that location.  She would like to see it relocated from the grounds of the Waste Water Treatment Plant to Patrick Tavern.  Noting that there is no electricity at Patrick Tavern, Trustee MacCormick asked Superintendent Wilmot for a cost estimate on moving the container.  Superintendent Wilmot looked at the cost of bringing electrical service to Patrick Tavern, leveling the site and hiring A-Verdi to move the container.  The total estimate was $2100, but it was questionable whether A-Verdi would be able to maneuver the container up the steep grade of Dublin Hill Road and into the Patrick Tavern parking lot.  Discussion ensued.  Clerk Nance remarked that Miss Edmund’s concern about public access was a valid one, but the village has many inactive records that must be kept for long periods of time, or permanently in some cases, and these records are of no interest to the general public.  The storage container, in its present location, is perfect for storing such records.  No action was taken.
Trustee MacCormick asked if the next Village Newsletter could contain a notice about the need for dog owners to clean up after their dogs.  Clerk Nance passed out copies of the Town of Ledyard’s dog nuisance law.  A question arose as to whether the village was covered by the town’s law.  Code Enforcement Officer, Mick Piechuta replied that the village would have to adopt the town law before it could be enforced here.  Mayor Bennett stated that she would like her board to tackle a general animal nuisance law which would include dog’s and fowl after the new sidewalk law is passed.
Streets and Public Safety – Trustee Farenthold stated that in the interest of time he had  nothing to report.
Water and Sewer – Trustee Taylor gave her report from Superintendent Wilmot.  Adam Van Horn is in attendance today at his final review class and will take his final exam on February 19th.  Upon successful completion of this exam, the village will have two licensed waste water treatment plant operators.  New hire, Michael White, will begin taking his series of licensing classes soon. 

Community Preservation Panel – Draft Minutes of December 1, 2010.
Planning Board – Draft Minutes of December 8, 2010.

Zoning Board of Appeals – Draft Minutes of December 29, 2010.

Code Enforcement Officer – monthly report for December 16, 2010 – January 19, 2011, and the 2010 Annual Report. 

Mr. Piechuta’s work this month included discussions with ReMax realtor, Melissa Miller, regarding complaints on a rental property on Sherwood Road.  There are three tenants on the lease, but as many as seven cars parked there on a regular basis.  He also researched set back laws and lot size requirements for Ms. Miller who has a client in the village who is interested in sub-dividing their property.
Old Business – The board reviewed Resolution 2010-14 – A Property Tax Cap Must Include Mandate Relief – which was tabled at the December meeting.  NYCOM is encouraging all municipalities to adopt this resolution.  Trustee Farenthold objected, stating that it is an assault on workers and threatens their pensions.  Mayor Bennett does not want to pass the resolution but would be comfortable with communicating to NYCOM the fact that our village has very different needs from the larger municipalities and we would be harmed by a wage freeze.  Discussion ensued.  The board agreed that no action on Resolution 2010-14 would be taken.
Mayor Bennett reported on the proposed sidewalk law.  She was unhappy with the new version of the law, as written by Attorney Fusco.  It did not include all of her proposed alterations and he had not answered her question as to whether or not it was a good idea to include snow removal in the law.  She has asked Attorney Fusco for a second draft.

New Business – Mayor Bennett presented the Post Office Lease Agreement for the board’s consideration.  The new contract marks a return to a five-year contract after two consecutive one-year contracts in 2009 and 2010.  It would maintain the current rental rate of $10,000 per year for the next three years and increase incrementally up to $10,200 for the next two years.
Mayor Bennett asked the board for some background history on post office discussions.  Trustee Farenthold discussed results from the village survey undertaken in 20??.  Public response to questions about the relocation of the post office included concerns that the lake view not be compromised and that the post office should remain in the village center.  There was general discussion regarding the survey.

A motion to approve the Post Office Lease Agreement for five years, as written, was made by Trustee Taylor; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Trustee Farenthold expressed his objection to signing the lease.  He said the current post office is unattractive and was built as a garage.  In other municipalities he has seen, post office/coffee shop/gift shop combinations have been designed and he favors this model.  Other board members agreed that it would be desirable to have a post office/coffee shop facility in the village center.  Treasurer Brooks commented that signing the five-year lease would not necessarily lock us in.  She felt that the Postal Service would be open to discussing relocation if it came up before the lease ended.

Trustee MacCormick commented that local architect, Todd Zwigard has created a beautiful post office re-design that stepped down the steep bank adjoining the Village Park.

The motion to accept the Post Office Lease Agreement carried 5:0

A motion of adjournment was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dee Nance

Village Clerk
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