Aurora Village Board
Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Regular Monthly Meeting 

December 15, 2010

Present – Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Janet Murphy, George Farenthold, Lili MacCormick and Marie Taylor.

Also Present – Village Clerk Dee Nance, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, and Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta.

Member of the Public – David Brooks.

Regular Monthly Meeting

Mayor Bennett called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 PM and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Bennett asked for approval of the November 17, 2010 regular meeting minutes.  After a few minor corrections, a motion of acceptance was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.
Announcements – Clerk Nance announced that she has received her Notary Public license and will be able to begin her duties as soon as she purchases her official stamp and seal.

Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Brooks presented a report for the month of November.  She stated that the village is doing well despite falling interest rates.  The accounting firm Cuddy & Cuddy has met with her to conduct their audit of the village’s finances.  A report is expected within the month.

Mayor Bennett presented the budget modifications to the board.

General Fund

$   369.63
FROM

A1620.22 – BUILIDINGS – PATRICK TAVERN
   

TO

A1620.4 – Buildings Contractual Expense
(To correct expenses paid previously from an incorrect account, as vouchers did not denote the proper code.)

$    654.28
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingency Account
     

TO

A1620.4 – Buildings Contractual Expense
(To cover this month’s bills.)


$     40.00
FROM

A1620.43 – BUILDINGS – TRASH REMOVAL


TO

A1620.4 – Buildings Contractual Expense
(To correct a typo of code numbers.)

Trustee Farenthold moved approval of the General Fund Budget Modifications; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the bills for payment on Abstract #7.

General Fund – voucher #’s 195-197, 199-200, 202-203, 205-206, 209-212, 214 and  217-219 in the amount of $6,421.29.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the General Fund Bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Water Fund – voucher #’s 215-216 and 219 in the amount of $967.25.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Water Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.

Sewer Fund – voucher #’s 197-198, 201, 203-204, 206-208, 212-213 and 219 in the amount of $5,231.29.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Sewer Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Committee Reports 
Buildings and Grounds – Trustee Murphy reported on her concerns with the poor functioning of the gutters on the Aurora Post Office building during a recent storm.  She discussed the problem with Superintendent of Public Works, Kurt Wilmot, who agreed that the recent storm was so severe that it overwhelmed the gutters.  David Brooks indicated that the problem is with the post office’s flat roof.  He has noticed that wind pushes water right over the gutters.

Trustee Murphy reported on her contract negotiations for a renewed franchise agreement with Time Warner Cable.  The lawyer for Union Springs is unhappy with some of the language in the contract concerning maintenance of the cable lines within the village being the responsibility of Time Warner Cable.  The Public Service Commission is also reviewing the contract language.  Trustee Murphy hopes that the problem will soon be ironed out so a public hearing can be scheduled.
Parks and Recreation – Trustee MacCormick initiated a discussion on the recent Christmas in Aurora celebration.  She felt that it was not well advertised this year and that flyers should have gone out earlier.  There was also discussion regarding the lighting of a village Christmas tree.  Trustee Farenthold thought that if the village tree had been placed at the United Ministry Church it would have drawn more people down town.  Mayor Bennett felt that the village tree should be on village property and suggested placing a tree at Patrick Tavern next year.  Trustee Murphy felt strongly that the village tree should be on village property and that it should be our gift to the village for Christmas in Aurora.  Next year she would like us to do it right and do it with integrity.  Ms. Brooks pointed out that there is no electricity available at Patrick Tavern and it was suggested that perhaps the tree should be at the firehouse and the firehouse meeting room could be opened for the event.  Mayor Bennett concluded that she wants to see more participation by the village in the planning of next year’s celebration by sending a representative to meet with the Arts and Merchants Association.

Streets and Public Safety – Trustee Farenthold reported a problem with water run-off from a sump pump at the Mike Fitzgerald property that created a dangerously icy sidewalk on Cherry Ave. on Friday, December 10th.  Trustee Farenthold placed sawhorses at either end of the icy patch and salted the area until the ice melted.
Trustee Farenthold reported that trash trucks have begun passing through the village again, an observation that was confirmed by Mr. Piechuta.  Trustee Farenthold reported that the Upstate Safety Task Force has learned that the D.O.T. has 4 or 5 possible locations identified for inspection stations, and one of these is in Cayuga County.  They are trying to use existing facilities to save money.

Water and Sewer – Trustee Taylor said that she did not receive a report this month from Mr. Wilmot, but she was aware that the winter parking signs had been installed, and that all the storm drains had been cleared after the heavy rains that caused flooding throughout the village.
Community Preservation Panel – Minutes of August 4, 2010 and September 1, 2010.

Planning Board – Minutes of October 13, 2010.

Zoning Board of Appeals – no minutes.

Code Enforcement Officer – monthly report for November 18 - December 15, 2010. 
Mr. Piechuta noted that the Village Board will have to pass a local law to adopt the new 2010 building and fire codes.

The board briefly discussed some local law amendment changes which have been proposed by the Planning Board.  Mayor Bennett said that she does not want to amend the law in a piecemeal fashion, but would prefer to wait and make all the changes at once.  Mr. Piechuta commented that he liked the proposed amendment changes, calling them “sensible.”  Mayor Bennett noted that driveways must be defined as structures so that we will be able to regulate them. 

Old Business – Mayor Bennett reported that Matt Haenlin had showed her how to use the administrator’s page to update the new village website.  She, in turn, had trained Clerk Nance.  Mr. Haenlin needs to coordinate with Ethan MacCormick to take down the old website.
New Business – Mayor Bennett reported that the amendment allowing the clerk to reside outside the village limits was never brought to the floor of the senate.  The board will need to pass a new resolution and have it brought before both houses again for a vote.  A motion to adopt Resolution #2010-15 to allow the Aurora Village Clerk to be a resident anywhere within the County of Cayuga was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.
The board reviewed NYCOM’s request that we pass Resolution #2010-14 - A Property Tax Cap Must Include Mandate Relief.  Mayor Bennett stated that the committee was made up of mayors whose issues are quite different from ours.  They are basically asking us to endorse a wage freeze.  Mayor Bennett read the resolution aloud.  Discussion ensued.  Trustee Farenthold spoke against the resolution as it was not favorable to the interests of labor.  It was agreed to table the discussion until the January meeting.

A motion of adjournment was made by Trustee MacCormick; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dee Nance

Village Clerk
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