
Aurora Village Board
Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Regular Monthly Meeting 

August 18, 2010

Present – Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Janet Murphy, George Farenthold, Lili MacCormick and Marie Taylor.

Also Present – Village Clerk Dee Nance and Treasurer Deborah Brooks. 

Members of the Public – David Brooks and Nancy Gil.

Regular Monthly Meeting
Mayor Bennett called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Trustee Farenthold read the following statement:  “On the recommendation of the Village Attorney, and in the interest of avoiding any possible conflict of interest which may arise in carrying out my duties as Trustee of the Village of Aurora, I disclose that I am married to Lisa Marsh Ryerson, President of Wells College.”

Mayor Bennett asked for approval of the July 21, 2010 regular meeting minutes.  A motion of acceptance was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Announcements – Mayor Bennett reported that progress on the new village website has stalled because our designer, Matt Haenlin, has taken on additional work.  Mayor Bennett will press him to get something up soon.  Trustee Farenthold made suggestions for updates to the old website while we are waiting for the new site to be launched. 

Mayor Bennett reported that she has received some beautiful Aurora photos for the new website from William Dugan.  Trustee Murphy was pleased with this news and suggested we solicit photos from other village residents via the village newsletter. 

Mayor Bennett stated that she would like to request email addresses from village residents through the next newsletter, which will be mailed out around the first of October.  The email addresses would be used for water and sewer billing and meter readings.  Mayor Bennett said it would be important to assure residents that the email addresses would be used for no additional purposes other than emergency situations such as “boil water” notifications.

Mayor Bennett stated that Superintendent of Public Works, Kurt Wilmot, is working to correct the problems identified by our insurance carrier, NYMIR, at the Memorial Playground, Patrick Tavern and the Waste Water Treatment Plant, as reported last month.  Progress has been made and all corrections should easily be achieved within the required 60-day time frame.  Some assistance with painting at Patrick Tavern is expected from a Community Action Program for youth.

Mayor Bennett reported on her recent meeting with Wells College President, Lisa Marsh Ryerson and Wells’ Chief Financial Officer, Steve Golding.  A dialogue has begun regarding the future of the aging Wells College Water Plant that provides our municipal water.  She reported that Wells has some monies set aside for repairs to the system, but not the full amount needed for an upgrade.  She is offering to work with the college on this issue because it is of vital interest to both parties, and because the village has access to municipal grant funding.  Although Mr. Golding is leaving Wells for a position at another institution, Mayor Bennett hopes the dialogue that has begun on this issue can continue.

Mayor Bennett reported that she and Superintendent Wilmot met recently with a circuit rider for the Rural Water Authority.  The meeting was quite informative regarding the latest technology in water treatment plants, opportunities for grant funding and practical advice on the process of acquiring grants and seeing a project through to completion.  

Mayor Bennett reported that the Amendment Committee has been meeting to consider changes to the Village of Aurora Zoning Law.  In addition, Mayor Bennett and Planning Board Chair, Nancy Gil, met earlier today with two representatives from the Cayuga County Planning Board, for assistance with the revisions.

Mayor Bennett reported that the management of the Aurora Inn was disturbed by the level of public drunkenness and underage drinking at this year’s Aurorafest.  Trustee Murphy reported that members of the Aurora-Volunteer Fire Department, who provide wine and beer at the festival, had expressed similar concerns.  Discussion ensued and several suggestions were made.  Trustee Murphy recommended security measures similar to those used at The Great Race, which included wristbands to identify those 21 and older, and designated, roped-off drinking areas.  A suggestion to increase law enforcement during the Aurorafest was favored by Trustee MacCormick.   Mayor Bennett suggested that the village board re-think the Aurorafest.  She asked if the Aurorafest is a party we throw for ourselves, or if it needs another purpose.  She offered the Blessing of the Boats’ efforts to raise money for hospice, as an example.  Mayor Bennett also felt that perhaps we should take a break and not hold an Aurorafest next year.  Trustee Farenthold commented that the late George Peter would be aghast at the problems reported in the wake of this year’s Aurorafest. 

Mayor Bennett reported that she is not ready to present the firehouse budget to the board.  The proposed budget is currently being reviewed by the fire commissioners.  Mayor Bennett reported that the budget is slightly higher than previous years, due to the expense of paving the parking lot.  She noted, however, that this was a capital improvement.  Trustee MacCormick asked what was happening with the proposal to sell the firehouse to the Aurora-Ledyard Fire District.  Mayor Bennett replied that nothing was happening at the moment.  She is waiting for a response from the fire commissioners.

Mayor Bennett announced that another training workshop is being offered by the Cayuga County Planning Board in September.

Clerk Nance reported that she will be attending the fall NYCOM conference in Lake Placid, September 20 – 23.  She will also be registering to take the Notary Public exam.

Clerk Nance reported that records management work with Tee-Ann Hunter was progressing nicely.  To date, Ms. Hunter had received $270 of the $500 the board allotted for her work.  Clerk Nance and Ms. Brooks reported that they had filled a box with records that had passed their retention periods and were now ready for disposal, and Clerk Nance reported on the use of the new electronic database for records inventory.

Clerk Nance stated her intention to write a records management grant this winter to acquire funding for additional assistance from Ms. Hunter and for the purchase of archival storage materials.

Clerk Nance announced that Pat Bianconi, Nancy Gil, Elizabeth Knight and Ann Tobey had recently attended the Cayuga County Planning Board training session, titled, “Planning for Mining, Oil and Gas.”

Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Brooks reported that there was no report for the month of July, and that she has not finished closing out the books for the year.  Ms. Brooks reported that Cayuga Lake National Bank recently raised its returned check fee to $30.  The village’s returned check fee is currently $25 and Ms. Brooks asked the board to consider raising the village rate to keep it in line with the bank rate.  A motion to raise the returned check fee to $30 was made by Trustee Taylor; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  The motion carried 4:1 with Trustee Farenthold voting against the motion.  

Mayor Bennett presented the budget modifications to the board. 

General Fund 

$  10.43
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingency Account



TO

A1910.4 – Unallocated Insurance

Ms. Brooks explained that this budget modification is needed because the summer swim program is running over budget on salaries.  She explained that the lifeguards were being paid more than we budgeted for and that there had been very few days when rain had closed down the dock.  Trustee Murphy recommended that the swim director, Carolyn Connors, send home the third lifeguard on days when attendance was light.

Trustee Farenthold moved approval of the General Fund Budget Modifications; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the bills for payment on Abstract #2.

General Fund – voucher #’s 040-041, 043-047, 049-053, 056, 058-063, 065-069, 071-072, and 074-075 in the amount of $21,246.51.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the General Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.

Water Fund – voucher #’s 041, 054-056, 059 and 073 in the amount of $1,969.25.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Water Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Sewer Fund – voucher #’s 041-042, 044-045, 048, 052-053, 055-057, 064 and 070 in the amount of $12,220.44.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Sewer Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.

Unaudited Voucher – Route 90 South Water Improvement Project – voucher #2 in the amount of $42,197.17.  Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the unaudited voucher; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.

Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds – Trustee Murphy reported that Scott Rafferty has been hired to point up the foundation on Patrick Tavern.  Mayor Bennett added that the foundation has not shifted, but that the mortar is falling out from between the stones. 

Parks and Recreation – Trustee MacCormick reported that the summer swim program is going very well.  She stated that Carolyn Connors is doing an excellent job and is providing a lot of training for the lifeguards.  She believes funding for the program should be increased next year.

Streets and Public Safety – Trustee Farenthold reported that the Upstate Safety Task Force is meeting at the Fargo tomorrow at 1 PM.  The State Police will also be represented and Sheriff David Gould and his under sheriff will also be present to discuss enforcement of the truck traffic regulations.

Trustee Farenthold reported that the Partnership Committee of the Finger Lakes Museum met last week at the Aurora Inn.  They have launched a Founders Campaign to raise start-up funds for the museum.  There is another meeting tomorrow with a professional fundraiser from R.I.T.  Trustee Farenthold reported that the museum’s director, John Adamski, would still like to give a portion of this museum to Aurora, perhaps a trail or something, and that Mr. Adamski considers Wells College to be an important partner in this museum.

Trustee Farenthold raised the question of where to put the Village of Aurora signs that were made by the father of a Wells College student and recently refinished by Dave Reynolds.  The two signs he referred to had been stolen at one time, and spent about 30 years in Ithaca before being recovered by the college.  Trustee Farenthold also reported that the Aurora Arts and Merchants Association has offered to erect large, colorful “Welcome to Aurora” signs at the outskirts of the village along State Route 90.  Discussion ensued and it was agreed that the Arts and Merchants Association should be encouraged to go ahead with their plans.  The two Wells College signs would be located on Sherwood and Poplar Ridge Roads at the village limits.  Trustee Murphy felt that the new signs would alert motorists to the fact that they are entering the village and need to slow down.

Trustee Farenthold again raised the issue of sidewalks for the east side of State Route 90.  He realizes it is currently a dead issue, but hopes it will come back to life at some point.  Mayor Bennett said that she spoke to Superintendent Wilmot about the cost of putting in a sidewalk from Wells Road to the Jim Orman property.  Superintendent Wilmot told the mayor that it would cost a minimum of $30,000.  Mayor Bennett did not want to spend that much money on a “sidewalk to nowhere.”  Mayor Bennett noted, however, that there is no curb cut at Route 90 heading into the crosswalk at Wells Road.  She would like to spend the $200 needed to create a curb cut at that location.

Mayor Bennett stated that there are many issues surrounding sidewalks that she is researching.  Clerk Nance and Ms. Brooks researched the village sidewalk laws and found that the homeowner is responsible for taking care of their sidewalks.  She knows that during former Mayor Gunderson’s tenure, the village took care of sidewalk repairs and snow removal, but she wonders if the village is increasing its liability by caring for the sidewalks.  She has raised this question with Attorney Fusco and he has advised her to speak with our insurance company.  Mayor Bennett is concerned about the pavers coming up in front of the bank.  Attorney Fusco cautioned that if the village repairs this section of sidewalk, they would have to repair everyone’s sidewalks, because the village would have to treat everyone equally.  Mayor Bennett said that she would like to continue offering snow removal because the village has a lot of seasonal residents and doing it ourselves is the best way to see that it gets done, but she asked her board to contemplate the sidewalk issues.

Trustee Farenthold stated that he had received another email from R.J. Dubois regarding the G.E.M.S. grant writing services.  Mayor Bennett replied that she recognizes Trustee Farenthold’s personal connection to Mr. DuBois, but she feels that they should look more locally for grant writers rather than contract with an expensive grant writing firm.  All board members agreed that there was plenty of local grant writing talent to tap into.

Water and Sewer – Trustee Taylor reported that it has been a quiet month.  Superintendent Wilmot told her he had replaced a bad service line at the Bryant property, and that he feels morally obligated to replace old lead pipelines whenever they break.  Trustee Taylor said that a new deck had been installed over the old deck at Patrick Tavern.  A county crew painted the steps and ramp in the back.

Community Preservation Panel – Draft minutes of July 7, 2010, both the regular monthly meeting and the joint public hearing with the Planning Board.

Planning Board – Minutes from July 14, 2010.

Zoning Board of Appeals – Minutes from June 23, 2010.

Code Enforcement Officer – monthly report for July 20 through August 18, 2010.

Old Business – Trustee Murphy reported on her negotiations with Time Warner Cablevision.  The other villages voted to hold the current rate at 3%, so because we wanted to align ourselves with the other villages, we will not be raising our rate.  Trustee Murphy said she will be meeting very soon with Dean Tanner to settle on their negotiating points.  Pat Johnson of the Public Service Commission will coach them and then they will be ready to schedule a public hearing.  Clerk Nance asked if they were coming to the end of their six-month extension.  Trustee Murphy replied that they can actually have up to 3 six-month extensions, but she hopes to wrap up the negotiations soon.

New Business – There was no new business.
Trustee Farenthold moved adjournment; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dee Nance                                                                                                                   Village Clerk
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