Aurora Village Board
Aurora, New York 13026

Minutes
Regular Meeting
April 20, 2011

Present – Mayor Bonnie Bennett, Trustees Janet Murphy, George Farenthold, Marie Taylor, and Lili MacCormick.

Also Present – Village Clerk Dee Nance, Treasurer Deborah Brooks, and Code Enforcement Officer Mick Piechuta.

Members of the Public – David Brooks and David Brong.

Mayor Bennett called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:20 PM, and all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Bennett asked for approval of the March 16, 2011 regular meeting minutes.  After correction of some typos a motion of acceptance was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.
Announcements – Mayor Bennett announced a plan to create a new handicap-accessible, unisex bathroom in the firehouse meeting room.  To satisfy Homeland Security requirements, the doors to the bay must be closed and locked.  This would leave us with no bathroom for the meeting room.  Planning was undertaken in conjunction with the Code Enforcement Officer and head Fire Commissioner.  The bathroom will be built by Dave Reynolds and Michael White.  Superintendent of Public Works Kurt Wilmot estimates the cost of the renovation at around $6,000.00.  Treasurer Brooks asked when the project would begin, as the money for the project is in the new budget which takes effect June 1st.  Mayor Bennett replied that with $2,000.00 remaining in this year’s budget, the project could begin now.
Trustee Farenthold moved approval of the firehouse bathroom renovation plans; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett reported that there will be an Aurorafest this on July 9th.  Britt Van Buskirk is in charge of planning.  This year’s theme is “the running of the bulls.”  They are planning a pared down Aurorafest.  There will be a parade at 4 PM and music from 6 to 11 PM.  The location will hopefully be Wells College, with the firehouse as 2nd choice.  No fireworks, children’s games, or “taste of Aurora” events are being planned.  It is not known, at this time, if there will be a “fun run.”

Trustee MacCormick stated that the Merry-Go-Round Playhouse wants to bring their children’s performance, “Aladdin” to Aurora on July 10th.  Possible locations were discussed.  Trustee MacCormick will investigate the possibility of holding the performance in the children’s Memorial Playground with the firehouse meeting room reserved as a rain location.
Mayor Bennett read a letter from Doug Bates announcing his gift to the village of $3500 in common stock.  He requests that the money be used for the Village Park.

Clerk Nance reported that we are hosting the next Village Association Dinner on May 10th at the Aurora Inn.  Our guest speaker will be environmental planner, Jessica Millman, and her talk is titled, “L.E.E.D. for Neighborhood Development.”
Clerk Nance reported that two picnic tables have been ordered for the Village Park from Barco Products.  They have a single center posts that will be set in concrete.
Visitor Recognition – Sunset Beach resident, David Brong, asked Mayor Bennett when the village would be delivering stones for the end of their road.  Mayor Bennett replied that the village had not agreed to that.  They were, however, attempting to move the hydrant.  Progress was slow due to the difficult task of finding all the property to owners and persuading them to sign an easement agreement with the village.  Mr. Brong acknowledged the difficulties in acquiring signatures and broached the subject of eminent domain.  Discussion ensued.  Mayor Bennett agreed to discuss the possibility of acquiring the property through eminent domain with the village attorney.
Returning to the topic of stones, Mr. Brong said he had anticipated a delivery of #2 stone.  Mayor Bennett replied that it was the D.O.T.’s responsibility to return after completion of the bridge project and put down stone.  Mayor Bennett advised Mr. Brong to discuss the matter with Kurt Wilmot.
Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Brooks presented a report for the month of March.  Ms. Brooks reported that the village is doing well.  Trustee Farenthold questioned the fuel oil bill.  Treasurer Brooks replied that Tom Gunderson still orders our fuel when he orders for Wells College.  In her opinion, they are topping off our tank too often.
A motion to accept the March Treasurer’s Report was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Murphy.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the budget modifications to the board.

General Fund

$ 2,055.34
FROM

A1990.4 – Contingency Account

     253.67
TO

A1620.4 – Buildings - Contractual Expense

  1,801.67
TO

A1620.45 – Buildings – Fuel Oil
$2,000.00
FROM

A3310.4 – Enforce Law Enforcement – Contractual

  2,304.24
FROM

A7520.4 – Historic Preservation – Contractual 

$4,304.25
TO

A5110.12 – Buildings – Village Maintenance – Pers. Serv.
Trustee Farenthold moved approval of the General Fund Budget Modifications; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett presented the bills for payment on Abstract #11.

General Fund – voucher #’s 309-311, 313-314, 316-322, 324-339, 341, 344 and 347 in the amount of $7,745.71.  

Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the General Fund Bills; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Water Fund – voucher #’s 309, 315, 321, 332, 342-343 and 346 in the amount of $2,578.68.
Trustee Farenthold moved payment of the Water Fund bills; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

Sewer Fund – voucher #’s 309, 312, 314, 317, 320-323, 332, 340 and 345 in the amount of $4,473.10.  

Trustee Taylor moved payment of the Sewer Fund bills; seconded by Trustee Farenthold.  Motion carried 5:0.

Committee Reports 
Buildings and Grounds –Trustee Murphy reported that she had followed up on George Fearon’s recommendations for information on records management grants.  She requested some assistance.  Clerk Nance offered to help and suggested they speak with Tee-Ann Hunter.  Contacting local grant writer, Laurie Roberts, was also suggested.
Parks and Recreation – Trustee MacCormick reported that she had spoken with Todd Zwigard about a tricycle path for the Memorial Playground.  Mr. Zwigard recommended compacted stone dust.  Trustee MacCormick said she is still interested in researching the option of a concrete path.  She will ask Kurt Wilmot for an estimate.
Streets and Public Safety – Trustee Farenthold had no news to report this month.
Water and Sewer – Trustee Taylor had not news to report this month.
Community Preservation Panel – Draft minutes from April 6, 2011.

Planning Board – No minutes.

Zoning Board of Appeals – No minutes.

Code Enforcement Officer – monthly report for March 17, 2011 – April 20, 2011.

Old Business – Adoption of the proposed Village Budget for 2011 – 2012.  Treasurer Brooks noted that $1030.00 was added to the budget to cover new internet service for the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The Summer Recreation Program budget was discussed.  It was agreed that six lifeguards will be hired at $10.00 per hour.
A motion to adopt the Village Budget for 2011 – 2012 was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.
New Business – Mayor Bennett reported that it was the recommendation of Kurt Wilmot that we increase the water rate by 50 cents per thousand.  This would bring in an additional $5000.00 of revenue, providing we don’t lose any more homes to seasonal residents.  
A motion to increase the water rate from $4.50 to $5.00 per thousand gallons, effective October 1st, 2011, was made my Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee MacCormick.  Motion carried 5:0.

The SCAT van contract was presented for its annual renewal.  The annual fee is $700.00.  Ridership was discussed.  It was not known if anyone in the village is currently using this service.  Mayor Bennett directed Clerk Nance to contact the SCAT van service and inquire about Aurora’s usage of the service.

A motion to renew the SCAT van contract for one year at $700.00 was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.

Mayor Bennett raised the issue of “Welcome to Aurora” signs for the entrances to the village.  Mayor Bennett reported that she had contacted a sign artist recommended by Kurt Wilmot and received a $3,000.00 estimate.  Barco Products has signs for $500.00.  Discussion ensued over whether the Arts and Merchants Association was willing to fund the new signs.  Trustee Farenthold was asked to contact them.

Upon motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee Taylor, the board unanimously agreed to go into Executive Session at 8:35 p.m. to discuss Employee Health Insurance.
Upon motion by Trustee Farenthold, seconded by Trustee MacCormick, the board unanimously agreed to come out of Executive Session at 8:47 p.m. 

A motion to switch health insurance plans with Excellus BCBS from Excellus HBC-46E to SB-HDHP-11 and Medicare Advantage was made by Trustee Taylor; seconded by Trustee Farenthold.  Motion carried 5:0.
A motion of adjournment was made by Trustee Farenthold; seconded by Trustee Taylor.  Motion carried 5:0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dee Nance

Village Clerk
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